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The pantomime
came together late this
year. Very late. Indeed
there was a time, as
late as the dress
rehearsal, when one
wondered whether it
would ever would. It
did, however, and what
a coming together it
was! Arthur’s quiet
confidence was justified
by remarkable
performances from
Spivey Wolfie Wolf,
(Paul Jennings),
described in the
Dame Granny Smith is “taken poorly”
programme as “Bavaria meets Walford!”
by Constable Clot and his cadets
and the ever young Granny Smith (Colin
Heap) whose dame costumes were
coiffured by Judi Ayre.
Inside this issue….
Tom the Master Baker (Adrian Frost)
was surely the romantic lead (final
Pantomime
Pages
answer?) and nerdy Dick (Sam Cowley)
2, 4-8
whose comedy antics were equal to none,
Photo link
Page 9
and you may make of that, as you wish,
were rivals as the village idiot. Francesca
Snow in Tuddenham Pages
Ottley was word perfect and something of
10/11
a songbird as Red and she led a group of
youngsters who put the adults to shame.
No change there then! Wasn’t Fairy Fern
Tattler Quiz
Page 12
(Katherine Frost) delightfully innocent and
somehow joyful as the bringer of happy
David retires
Pages
endings?
13/14
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The secret of Physio
rehabilitation
There is a lovely circular
walk I like to do. It passes the
house of a wise old Physio sage,
takes in the Tuddenham Fountain and goes past the Llamas
across at Witnesham. There are
a few yards of Westerfield Road
to negotiate and the zigzag steps
at the bottom of Rose hill to
climb. From there, you can take
the path across to Cockfield Hall
Lane or if you feel like a challenge, there is the small field with
a stile top and bottom for a Pamplona style ‘running of the bulls’
experience. As you cross, the
bulls fix you with an inscrutable
stare and sometimes race ahead
of you across the field. This is
very much how it feels as a novice Physio covering your first
rugby match. All of this leads me
in a roundabout way to the secret
of Physio rehabilitation. Find
something you like doing and
make it into a bit of a challenge
for yourself.
mlinnett@yahoo.com

Tattler Quiz
Saturday

20th March
Tickets £36, table of six,
Refreshments served
An evening of fun and games, with
great prizes and the chance to win the
Tattler Toad...
Ring 785588 to book.

Good Quality Firewood
for sale
Seasoned Mixed Hardwood.
Log length as requested.
£50 or £80 loads available.
Tel 01473 785436
Mobile 07884 234728

Is Dick acting
here or is it Sam’s
real self, coming to
the surface?! Could
this really be his last
panto? We think the
badges are telling
less than the truth
about his age too!
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Hi, this could end up appearing somewhat disjointed and outdated with
Christmas edition biting the dust! We trust you all enjoyed the Services over
the festive season and the ‘Christmassy weather’ recently experienced – my
freends in the North had it before and after us, and their golf courses are still
closed!! It may well be approaching auld age, but even I have had to admit
that it has been cauld! Still, the buds are bursting out and the daffs are
breaking through, so Spring is on the way!! It will be Easter before you know it
– with Good Friday on 2nd April!! This is the eve of the Bards Birthday – or as
better kenned, ‘Burn’s Nicht’!!
We had a successful result from Gift Day on 31st October, when
£2,271.55 was raised. We thank all who supported us for their generosity and
good will – it was lovely to see those who visited us on Church Hill – and your
church will benefit from your giving. A very pleasant, and informative, ‘Desert
Island Discs’ evening was enjoyed, with Arthur Jackson in the Chair
interviewing both of our village clerics – Sam Cowley and Ken Smith. Both
appear to have had similar (freely admitted) anatomical interests as young
men! With Rev Sam approaching retirement during 2010, we are approaching
a series of ‘last times’! This was Sam’s last Christmas with us, followed by last
panto, last Easter, etc.. Next Gift Day you will only have Church Wardens and
Jackie to meet with, if the pending interregnum is as long as the last!
Services continue at 0930 every Sunday morning, with a service
of Holy Communion, without music, at 0800 hours on the fourth
Sunday. Sunday School continues to be held during 0930 services,
and by the happy faces emerging must be thoroughly enjoyed by the children!
Morning Prayers are conducted each Friday morning at 1000 hours. As usual
– all are welcome to attend any of these services and have coffee and a chat
afterwards. Apologies to those who are missing the clock chimes at present!
Floodlighting sponsorship is still available at £5.00 per week-end to
remember a loved one or celebrate a special event.
If the event is of special significance weekday
lighting can be arranged. Floodlighting sponsorship
or Priestly visits can be arranged by contacting the
Writer on 785296, or at ‘Camforth’, Westerfield
Lane, or Monica Pipe on 785272.

The Writer, and your editor

We take this belated opportunity to wish
everyone a Healthy and Happy 2010.
God Bless you and yours.
Jim P 24.01.2010
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Wanted:
Toad Crossing Information
in your area.
A lot of people may be surprised to learn
that many toad crossings are registered,
and of course many are not. The Suffolk
Amphibian and Reptile Group (SARG)
are seeking more information about
where the annual toad crossings exist,
and also need to update information
about existing crossings. Registered
crossings may have signs erected annually by Suffolk County Council for a few
weeks in the springtime, but there are a
few that do not.
We are currently updating the Suffolk
Register and are keen to receive more
information about toad numbers crossing at Registered Sites, and also about
new crossings, but these will have to be
registered locally so there may be a bit
of form filling to be done. Information
about crossings should be sent to Sue
Morgan, a member of SARG, who can
be contacted on suemorgan06@hotmail.com or you can write to
her at 1 Red House Farm Cottage, Pixey
Green, Stradbroke, Eye, IP21 5NJ.

Parish Council Meeting
The first meeting of the year
is on Tuesday, 2nd March at
7.30 pm and all are most
welcome to attend. Do come
and put your point of view! Meet
your Councillors and hear
theirs... Perhaps about
the latest news on the
Burial Ground which
calls itself “Green.”

Rosie Norton is the Suffolk Naturalist’s
Society’s County Recorder for Amphibians and Reptiles and welcomes all
sightings of frogs, toads, smooth newts,
great crested newts, slow worms, adders, common lizards and grass snakes.
She can be contacted on
rosie@brundish.demon.co.uk, or write to
her at 3 Wood View, Sibton, Saxmundham, IP17 2NH.
Thank you for your help.
Photos on this page taken by Paul Jennings
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Grizelda (Linda Dowdeswell) was as evil a spell caster
as one could wish for, and we
were a wishin’! Goldilocks (Helen
Smith) screamed with her little
bear whilst Doctor Comfort
(James Burn) screened with his
Nurse Joy (Rachel Forsdike) to
keep the audience on their
toes!“Occifer” Constable Clot (Ed
Ottley) kept his cadets (Rory
Dowdeswell, Ben & Sam Woods)
in strict order whilst Paige Giles
was a “right sparkler” as Keeper
of the Star, star, star.
Fiona Knott is new to the
T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s (Tuddenham Amateur
Dramatics People Of Little Experience
- a password to a land of dreams and
nightmares) yet she was “one of them”
from the start, with her all seeing eye.
Indeed her experience might be said to
sum up what the T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s are
all about. The group was started, back
in the mists of time, to integrate newcomers to the village. Imagine the transition from “outsider” to “will you hook
up the back of my dress?” in just a few
months and you will see what this little group achieve.
The joy of the children
this year glows in their faces.
They really “pulled some rabbits out of the hat” with their
complicated, but expertly
executed, dance routines.
The Autumn Leaves and U.V.
Spooky dances come to mind
as masterpieces, all credit
due to Jean Ellinor and Alex
Boosey for these (was that
her dad with the wide grin in
the front row?!) Imaginative,
sharp and full of rhythm.
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I should wax lyrical about the back
stage crew here and
it will be no problem
as they were excellent. Thanks to Tony
Alcock (hope the leg
has recovered!) and
David Woods
(everywhere he went
his little piggy, Alfie,
was sure to follow)
aided and abetted by
Simon Clayton, and
Mike Hollier - great to
welcome you both to
the team - Brian
Lambe, Martin Page, Garrie Parker, Ken Smith and Guy Whiting. Brian also
helped Tony Alcock out in props and set construction and our thanks to them for
that most welcome of guest appearances - the revolving wardrobe!
Bob Tanner brings class to the outfit, here featured with his “freezers” as
the entertainment for the evening. I might not have learnt my lines too well this
year but I tied his bow tie with aplomb, eventually!
Julie Irving kept us refreshed at rehearsals
and Monica Pipe coordinated the teas for the performances. The Aunties deserve special mention
for their untiring work back stage - Sharon Ottley,
and Judith Lambe, supported by Emma Burn,
Lucy Clayton, Carol Frost - thanks for your huge
grin from the audience to keep our spirits up Carol
- Teresa Jennings, Jasmine Ottley and Sue Whiting.
Does this pantomime get the prize for the
highest number of returns - Emma Burn and Jasmine Ottley, Alex Boosey - can you remember her
in the children’s chorus??? - and Will Lopez who
took the Tattler photos. Or is it the highest number
of birthdays with Jean Ellinor blushing backstage,
Alex Boosey full of adult elegance, along with Jasmine Ottley, and... Well I must tell you the tale of the mystery birthday! We were
all cajoled into the “happy birthday” chorus for Francesca and on asking her dad
Ed what they had got her as a gift he mumbled that Sharon had arranged it all.
Francesca put him right - it was not her birthday for another week. No wonder he
had to bring in a cake on the real date! Wonder what she did get in the end!!!
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The family groups in the
T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s are remarkable. It is
enough of a time and energy commitment to have one family member involved but four as in the Frost and Ottley families is just unbelievable.
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So, whom have I failed to mention?
The Squire (Richard Dowdeswell) was in
charge of the bank, the rented accommodation, his part and the production itself.
He also had to keep Grizelda under control so all homage due!
The costumes were so ably produced
by the team, Sandy Burn, Linda Dowdeswell, Julie Irving, Dymphna Jackson and
Fiona Woods but the inspiration was Judi
Ayre. Most amazing of all, she is talking of
next year already... A quick mention for
the maker of the Dame’s hat shown left,
Usama from Ipswich. Never even seen a
pantomime! Next year we hope to have
him and his family in the audience...
Alan and Catherine Forsdike give the pantomime its
rhythm and melody - where
would we be without them?!
They also give us bangs,
wallops and whistles, thunder claps, screams and
even fairy twinkles - at
times... As ever our debt is
huge. Mind you, Alan did
call your editor “Oh, So
Picky One!”
I really must give a
mention for the dancing entertainment - got on the
cheap, no doubt! The older
girls showed real rhythm and dash, whilst the younger children excelled as
“Kids” but then the older, and younger men, came together for a “counted out
and counted back in” cane routine, the like of which has never been seen on the
English stage before. What co ordination, what timing. If only Arthur could have
directed with half the concentration, vigour, and precision!!! Thank goodness the
lighting crew (Paul Lopez, Tony Wheeler and John Woolnough) were able to
tone it down!
There are so many people who come together for a production such as this.
I trust Ian Watson knows what it costs financially but only each individual knows
the real cost. To each, the reward of the performance, the applause and the camaraderie. And the knowledge that they are part of a team, with no equal.
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It is with great sadness that we hear of
the death of Elizabeth Gamble, on Friday, 13th November. She had lived in
Tuddenham for nearly 30 years but had
recently been in Foxearth Nursing
Home succumbing to sudden illness.
She was a good friend and will be much
missed.
Having brought up her two sons, Harry
and Robert, in Ipswich, she and her
husband Jim came to Tuddenham in
the 1980s. She was a very keen golfer,
being a member at Purdis Heath. She
loved gardening and walking, the latter
continuing until the last year when prevented by ill health. She and Jim also
enjoyed their many trips to Scotland.
Sadly Jim died about 15 years ago and Robert also predeceased her. She was a
very independent lady and a very good neighbour.
Gill Cruickshank

Ed: I hope it offends none if I now reveal Elizabeth’s generosity when she
donated hugely to the Village Sign in memory of her much loved and missed
husband, Jim. She asked me never to tell but in this, I hope their memory together lives on. Indeed a special person who was always very kind to me and my
family.

Village Hall Report
The AGM for the Village Hall was held on November 3rd and we were able
to announce that we have been successful in obtaining grants towards the reroofing of the Village Hall from Suffolk Coastal, Suffolk Environmental Trust, Awards
for All, and a locality grant from the
Suffolk County Council through our
councillor, Peter Bellfield. Together
You can use the link below to view a
with our own funding we are now in a
selection of Tattler photos from the
position to go ahead with the re roof2010 pantomime.
ing, starting on December 7th. Evening events will continue throughout
http://picasaweb.google.com/
but the hall will not be available durtuddenhamtattler/
ing the day.
The Hall remains financially sePantomime2010
cure with stable bookings. The next
meeting of the committee is on TuesIT Girl’s Utterances…
day, 16th March. Gill Cruickshank
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It is a very long time since a
Tattler hit the streets and the
Tattler team apologise for that.
We have been “out there” however, and blessed with the beautiful snow vistas and the sight of
Tuddenham folk coming out to
celebrate their good fortune to
live in such a wonderful place.
Fiona, below, is even holding her Tuddenham calendar!

Your editor
got pelted with
snow as reward
for calling on the
Church to take
photos! Mind
you there have
been plenty of
opportunities to
retaliate this
year. And all the
gorgeous snowmen - one even
sat on a car!
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This is a very
photo rich Tattler always a problem for
printing but inevitable
after a pantomime with
so many colourful costumes and gorgeous
folk to capture on the
“saliva screen!”
This year has also
brought us snow, the
like of which we have
not seen for over 20
years. More photo opportunities and great to
see so many out with
their cameras. Please
send me any photos
you have of the village,
past or present, as I record for the village ,
“saving the present for
the future.”
The other day I
called on David Lugo
and he proudly showed
me the presentation
book he received from
Barbara Robinson.
What a masterpiece!
And such a gift of priceless memories. Yet
more affirmation of the
community Tuddenham
offers.
We only number
300 adults in Tuddenham and yet I counted
60 adults involved in
the pantomime. What a
tribute to the village.
Long may it continue...
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The Tuddenham Tattler Quiz
The quiz is upon us once more with very short
notice to bag your chance to win the incomparable
“Tuddenham Toad Trophy” currently held by
“outsiders!” The photo below was chosen to remind
us how the quiz encourages people to take weird positions, whilst Bob Boosey continues to grin... This is
an evening to tantalise rather than test, to foil rather
than fuel. Do come and join us to lift those winter,
and post pantomime blues.
20th March at the Village Hall.
£36 for a table of six.
Entertainment supplied!
Ring 785588 or email editor
You are most welcome to bring extra refreshments
and a sense of humour and any other requirements
will be posted in due course... We are delighted to
have Tony and Elaine French with us on the question
table. Let battle commence.
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Those of you who
have lived in Tuddenham
for some years will recognise Beryl and Noel Peck
who were caught by the
Roving Tattler camera recently. Their contributions
to the village were many
and most valued. We wish
them well.

Poppy Appeal, 2009.
It’s that time
of the year again
where I delight
to say thank you
to you for being
so generous. We
were £43.70 up
on last year with
a total of
£563.84. A big
thank you, also,
to our collectors
who made it
possible.
Again thank you
Jim Kerridge
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Yes, the decision to retire finally arrived, after
54 years of seven days a week at The Gables/
Sunny Farm. I started work on 3rd April, 1956. In
those days I lived with my parents in Swilland and
would cycle the 4½ miles each day. I started
working with pigs - a pedigree herd of 120 sows and my work mate was David Andrews, a wonderful friend who could not have educated me better
to set me off. When he retired I was joined by another David - David King - yet another good relationship until he left to join the police. The foreman
was Jo Welham who died suddenly in 1976. Mr
Tetsall was a great boss and he put me in charge.
With the pigs fading out I joined George Felgate to
work both the land and pigs. Having worked with
George for over 40 years I enjoyed yet another
good relationship - as he“never remembered a
cross word.” Mr. Tetsall died in 1985 and the farm
passed into his daughter, Margaret’s, hands.
When George retired in 1990 it left me on my own.
My great friend Bill Pipe supported me with the paperwork and I carried on until I reached the age of
70. All my life I have been supported by Jackie
who has packed up thousands of sandwiches,
most toasted on the wood burner in our little hut.
My last job on the farm was the sale. Every
nut, screw and nail was put together with the machinery. I recruited the help of Bob Pyke to help
and am indebted to him for his help.
My last big
thank you must go
to all my friends in
the village for arranging such a wonderful retirement
party in the Village
Hall when approximately 85 people
came together for
this important day in
my life. I shall
always be grateful.
David Lugo in his “little hut!”
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Fynn Valley Farm
Tuddenham St. Martin
Hello Tattler Readers,
Just a note from Fynn Valley
Farm to say that we have
started selling a variety of
plants, including bedding,
perennials, shrubs and
vegetable plants.
Come and have a browse open Saturdays & Sundays
from 10.00-4.00 pm.
We also welcome you to our
B&B with own entrance to
double room with en-suite:
Single £35.00. Double £65.00
Family room with en-suite from
£70.00
Rooms on ground floor.
For more information and
bookings see our website at:
suffolkbandb.com or
telephone mobile
07702463771
Rineke Brightwell
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The Tuddenham Tattler
calendar is still available at
the knock down price of £3.
Lots of lovely village views
and your support keeps the
Tattler financed. Please ring
785588 for your copy.

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS!

Tattler Quiz
Saturday

20th March
Tickets £36, table of six,
Refreshments served
An evening of fun and games, with
great prizes and the chance to win the
Tattler Toad...
Ring 785588 to book.

Jean and George Felgate would like
to thank everyone who bought vegetables
and flowers from them last year. They
donated £80 to East Anglian Air
Ambulance and 320 to the Aldeburgh
Lifeboat.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank my friends in the village for
organising a retirement party for me.
What a surprise, and a wonderful
gesture. Many thanks also for all the
friends who came to share the afternoon with me, the lovely cake,
refreshments, super card, and many
gifts. It was great to see so many folk
supporting me and I so appreciate
your kindness. This simply confirms
how great it is to live in Tuddenham.
My very best wishes to you all,
and I wish you a very joyful , healthy
and peaceful New Year!
David Lugo

