
Burns’ Night was 
a run away success 
this year. Fantastic 
food, marvellous music,  
congenial company 
and FUN! I don’t think I 
have ever seen so 
many Tuddenham folk 
up dancing. Our thanks 
to the organisers, 
particularly Gill 
Cruickshank, to the 
people who got stuck in 
on the night, the cooks 
- what a spread -  and 
to the entertainers, be 
they musical or vocal. It 
was Tuddenham at its 
best. 

And now we have Dick Whittington 
and his merry crew looming - oh no he’s 
not, oh yes he is - and tickets are for sale 
at “Rivendell”, or ring 785003. You can get 
cheaper tickets on the Thursday night too. 
There are lots of new T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s this 
year who need supporters and several 
dastardly characters who need 
exterminating on 19th, 20th, and 21st 
February. Watch out - they might be 
BEHIND YOU! 

The Tattler quiz is on 25th April so 
please add that date to your diaries and 
order your tickets. 
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Our best wishes to Cherrie through 
hard times.  Hugs from Tuddenham! 
And to Elizabeth Gamble who is 
poorly. Pauline Procter has a space 
in her arm where there shouldn’t be 
one - hope it’s sticking together well! 
And to all of you who are  
feeling under the weather 
 - get well soon! 

DICK WHITTINGTON & 
HIS CAT 

 
 Tickets are for sale - ring 785003 or 
call at “Rivendell” on Westerfield Lane. Performances are on Thursday (£4 
adults, £2 kids), Friday and Saturday (£5 adults, £2.50 kids) with matinee  and 
evening performances on the Saturday. The T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s were started to 
help newcomers to Tuddenham to get to know other residents so we are always 
on the lookout for new members of the team. We have lots already this year but 
YOU would be most welcome, even at this late date, to join us. Back stage, 
making the teas, looking after the children on the performance nights, make up, 
hair, on the door, photos, sorting out costumes at the end of the last 
performance… Do call Arthur on 785984 and join the merry men - and women! 

Sam 

Jack James 

Rory 

Amber 

Jasmine 

Lauren 

Isla 

Hannah 

 Our sincere 
condolences to Jim Kerridge 
and family on the their loss of 
Pauline. Pauline was an 

extraordinary cake maker and thus a 
valued Tattler supporter. Our thoughts 
are with you Jim. 
 
 And to Russell Beckett and family 
after the recent passing of 
Brenda, our deepest 
condolences. So sorry to 
hear your sad news.  
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CALENDARS SOLD  
 
Thank you to all our supporters who 

bought calendars this 
season. If you have not 
paid yet please put £6 
through my door at 5, 
The Granaries. The 

money raised - not all in so no final 
figure as yet - will support The 
Tattler through the next year. 

Dear Editor,  

 Please thank everyone from the 
village who made a donation to RNLI in 
Rod’s memory. 

 We chose the RNLI as Rod was  a 
Sheringham boy and, coming from a 
seaside/fishing town, he knew the 
importance of the work of the RNLI and 
supported them. – he would have been 
delighted with the amount of £793.50 
raised in his memory. 

Thanks 

Jean Ellinor 

Neighbourhood Watch  
 

 Burnt out cars, vandalised notice 
board and other crimes in Tuddenham. 
Please take care of your possessions 

and put valuables away. If you see 
anything suspicious tell the 

police and if you go away tell 
your neighbours so they can 

keep an eye on your 
property. 

Keep Tuddenham Safe! 

APPLES   

Support St Elizabeth Hospice 
by getting your supplies from 

Warley Cottage Orchard.  Varieties: 
Bramley, Monarch, Blenheim Orange, 
Lane's Prince Albert, Jupiter. Proceeds 

to Hospice. Tel: 785235 Jessica  
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 Editor: Barbara Bonney singing Ave 
Maria by Schubert, and anything from this 
year’s panto. 
 Lighting techie: East Village Radio 
streamed online at any time… 
 Head cook and bottle washer: Head, 
shoulders, knees ‘n toes Indie music. 
 
We would love to hear from you with your 
family favourites. And any stories behind 
them! East Village Recording Studio, NY 
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Parish Council Meeting  
 

 There was an extra 
Parish Council meeting 
last weekend to discuss 

the “Site Specific Allocations 
and Policies, Issues and 
Options” document circulated by 
Suffolk Coastal as part of their 
Development framework. This 
detailed the village envelope 
and confirmed that Tuddenham 
is in the “other villages” 
category which has important 
implications for development in 
the village. It offers protection to 
the countryside against 
development unless infill and 
development has to be “in 
keeping with the scale and keeping of the settlement, the level of services there 
and the potential impact on its setting and character.” It was noted that there are 
three areas of land in Tuddenham mentioned in the document as shown in the 
copied map above. The Council have written expressing a view that area 638 
(Greenfield site) is large “in the context of Tuddenham”  as are areas threatened 

with development in Westerfield 
and wrote of their anxieties 
regarding the Westerfield 
development possibilities. 
 The Council are writing to 
support yet another application 
for a 30m.p.h. speed limit on 
the Clopton Road, this time 
from Ms. Hagan in “Olivedene.” 
They wish her every success. 
 It was agreed that the Clerk 
can arrange any odd jobs 
around the village up to a cost 
of £250 in future as this would 
have allowed the notice board 
area to have been made safe 
after recent damage. David 
Lugo kindly offered to take on 
jobs where he can. 

Next meeting 3rd March. 



www.tuddenhamtattler.com  Page 5 February 2009 

 Hello! With this being the first edition of 2009, we should be greeting you 
with ‘ A Guid Ne’er tae ane an a’ ‘, but it seems a little late to do so, albeit the 
good wishes remaining relevant! There has, of course, been sadness in the new 
year already, with the passing of Pauline Kerridge and Brenda Beckett, and our 
thoughts and prayers are with both families in their grief. The weather seems to 
have taken a backward step as well, but spring can’t be too far away with the 
efforts being made by nature to push the new shoots up. 
 
 The work on the church is now nearing an end, with the electricity delivery 
cables having been upgraded at the end of January – three months after 
requesting same! The Norman door on the North wall is looking good, with it’s 
new step, and the West entrance door has had some ornamental stone 
renovation – more is needed, but this will take time, as it is very expensive. 
Those who have used artificial flowers to brighten the church yard will 
appreciate they will be removed shortly – in accordance with practice! Despite 
the request in the last edition to remove dog droppings, they still appear. It may 
be a stray (?), in which case would those using the church yard as a pleasant 
walk kindly close the gate at each end after passing through. It won’t stop 
strays, but could deter them! 
  
 Services continue at 0930 every Sunday morning, with a service of 
Holy Communion, without music, at 0800 hours on the fourth Sunday. 
Sunday School continues to be held during 0930 services. There is 
also a short service of Prayer at 0900 hours on Friday morning, with the 
Rev Sam Cowley. With the approach of Lent a course will be conducted by Rev 
Alan Forsdike in Westerfield Church room. These will be at 1330 hours on 
Mondays, from 9th March, and at 1930 hours on Thursday evenings, 
commencing on 5th March. Mothering Sunday service will be at 0930 hours on 
22nd March – so bring Mum along for a posie!  All are always welcome at any or 
all of the services.  
 
 Floodlighting sponsorship is still available at £5.00 per week-end to 
remember a loved one or celebrate a special event. If the event is of special 
significance weekday lighting can be arranged. Floodlighting 
sponsorship or Priestly visits can be arranged by contacting the 
Writer on 785296, or at ‘Camforth’, Westerfield Lane, or Monica 
Pipe on 785272. 
Presume you have obtained your panto tickets – see you there, 
where you can meet our Vicar informally! 
God Bless you and yours.       Jim P 04.02.2009   The Writer  
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Hedgerow Survey 
Results  

 
 The Suffolk Hedgerow 
Survey is a countrywide project 
to survey and record as many 
hedgerows as possible in order 
to protect this rich heritage. The 
Tuddenham survey is now 
completed and results 
analysed. The plaudits must go 
to Philip Harvey for initially 
undertaking the local survey. 
Many thanks are also due to 
Doug and Joan Bloomfield, 
Paul Jennings, Tracy Weller, 
Trevor Wright and Jennifer Grist. Apologies if you have been omitted and thanks! 
Thanks also to our very cooperative local landowners. 
 The Tuddenham survey covered 110 hedgerows, well over 80% of the total 
in our parish. Unfortunately we were unable to survey some hedgerows in the 
north and east of the area as access was not granted by the landowner. 
Hedgerows were classified into three categories depending on the number of 
different species present. 
 Results for Tuddenham show 
4 or fewer species 18 hedgerows(16% of total) 
5-7 species   39 hedgerows (36%) 
8 or more species  53 hedgerows (48%) 

 
 This is very similar to the county 
average. However many of our 
species-rich hedgerows contain more 
than 10 species which would indicate 
a very old hedge. It is sad that a 
similar survey was not carried out a 
century ago so that we could measure 
more precisely what we have lost (or 
gained!) but now at least we have a 
reliable database for the next 
generations. So enjoy our wonderful 
green hedgerows this spring and 
summer - it won’t be ling now! 

Andrew West  
January 2009 

 Talking of hedgerows aren’t these lovely 
on Westerfield Lane? 

Carol singing December, 2008, outside 
The Fountain; the brass accompaniment. 
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 There was plenty of Tartan on show for the 
Burns’ Night celebrations in Tuddenham and 
money flowed into the Village Hall coffers for 
their roof appeal. The raffle alone raised more 
than £300. Paul Jennings carried in the haggis to 
great acclaim and Jim stabbed it ceremonially. I 
don’t understand any of that but I saw lots of 
seconds being served - always a good sign. 
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 Tuddenham revellers brought 
their friends and family to make up the 
numbers and over eighty people 
added to the atmosphere of joy. The 
music was a wonderful addition to the 
evening and we pass on our thanks to 
the Tomlinson and Allen families who 
were part of the band. Anna 
Tomlinson had us all out of our seats 
and on our feet with her calling and 
even tired feet were overcome. 

 After the evening 
drew to a close, later than 
the planned ten o’clock 
close, the crew attacked 
the dirty dishes with gusto 
and rolled down the hill 
after twelve to their 
welcoming cots. 
Somehow that fellowship 
was part of the whole. 
 So thanks to the 
Village Hall committee for 
their planning and work. 
Much enjoyed! 
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Mobile library 
 
The van calls alternate 
Thursdays from 4.15 till 
4.30, parking in The 
Fountain Car Park. All are 
most welcome to use this 
fantastic service. 
Next dates are 12th and 
26th Feb. Books, CDs, 
videos and audio books 
are offered. Try it 
out, why don’t you? 

 Thanks to Andrew 
West for his article on, 
and all the work involved 
with, the Hedgerow 
Survey. As Village 
Recorder I understand 
his comment wishing 
such a record was 
available from a century 
ago only too well. If only 
I could read an interview 
taken on a Tuddenham 
resident from then.  
 If you would like to 
be interviewed for the 
present day Tuddenham 
archive I would love to 
hear from you. It would 
take an hour or two, you 
would get a copy and it 
would be confidential. A 
way of saving yourself 
and your memories for  
future residents to share. 
 Ring me on 785588. 
Oh, and Andrew? Would 
love to hear more about 
your time in Libya! 
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Land ownership and the Economy 

Ownership of land, whether green, brown, agricultural, industrial, or developmental is essentially at the heart of 

the economy. Land ownership the key to future growth and prosperity, nationally, regionally and locally. 

It is no surprise then that the valuable asset of land, in our local case, green, agricultural land is under pressure 

for deregulation and possible future redevelopment. 
 

It has come to our notice that approximately 1000 acres of high quality green field, agricultural land on the north 

fringe of Ipswich, from Whitton, Henley, Westerfield, Tuddenham, and Rushmere is being considered and target 

for redevelopment. Landowners are business men and of course will look to realise their assets as they face the 

current  financial crisis, financial storm and choppy waters ahead. 

So far we have the following;  

 
 Currently all these are outside the democratically determined Local Develop ment Framework   

Key Questions; 

The key question for residents and rural communities is are these proposals, fair, sound or desirable for the 

wider community, especially in the current financial climate? 

It there a good evidence base and a sound business case? 

Do the proposals for growth  hold up to scrutiny? 

 Will the  huge increase in homes proposed ( by central government dictate) be necessary, desirable 

sustainable and add to the health and quality of life of the established communities? 

Will necessary infrastructure to support this growth be forthcoming in the present economic climate? 

Will the  increased jobs necessary to justify the expansion ( rules within LDF) be created? 

Save Our Country Spaces-SOCS ; A “Modest”Proposal! Food for thought?  

1. Tuddenham Cemetery Proposal , (I understand planning refusal is to be appealed.) 

2. Ipswich School Proposal for  the sale of existing land and sports facility  off Valley Road for 

residential redevelopment,  and relocation to  a vast new complex  off Tuddenham Road. 

3. “Henley Gate” Development Proposal  for the entire North Fringe area of Ipswich from Mersea 

Homes. ( Note “Stakeholder Event next week, 6th, 7th. 8th February) 

Ipswich Borough Councils REGIONAL SPATIAL STATEGY R EVIEW 2011-2031 

http://cms.ipswich.gov.uk/council/executive/reports/E0853%20Regional%

20Spatial%20Strategy%20Review.doc. 

 The three Ipswich Northern Fringe sites are listed below.  Please note that CP15 and CP32 are the 

 same piece of land, and also form part of CP102.  The source of the submission is provided in 

 brackets. 
CP102 All land between Henley Rd and Tuddenham Rd, up to 5,000 dwellings (Crest, Mersea Homes, David 

Wilson Homes/Barratt, Ipswich School) 
CP15 Land south of the railway line, 2,500 dwellings (Mersea Homes 
CP32 Land south of the railway line, 2,500 dwellings (Barratt Strategic). 

  
From simple addition, this amounts to 10.000 plus new homes. 

  
5. In addition there is the Suffolk Coastal land, identified in Area 1 of SCDC LDF and put forward by Kesgrave 
Covenant which falls within the Westerfield and Tuddenham, and Rushmere  Parishes. 
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Comment 

We are in a recessionary cycle not a growth cycle. 

We no longer have a manufacturing base. 

Our aspirations for the local technology industry, IP Corridor etc,  have effectively been “outsourced” abroad  

with existing UK based highly skilled workforce and employees displaced, many out of work altogether.

(Our local Ipswich MP was forced to look elsewhere several years ago following displacement from BT!) 

Our local service industries are in decline as the credit crunch bites. 

Our most “successful” local industry, agriculture will need support in these changing times of stricter 

regulation and  as they work towards safer and more sustainably approaches to production. Recent EU 

chemical legislation on health and safety issues will require more not less land in production to maintain 

yields. 

“Food security” will become a huge issue as we cope with climate instability and change. 

The  falling value of the pound will impact on imported food costs making food far more expensive and will 

have to be more self sufficient , as in the past, and we will be required to grow more of our own food.  

With the growth of unemployment, people will not be able to bear these increased costs in addition to the 

increase in taxation which will be the legacy and fallout of the current financial measures. 

Conclusion. 

In the current economic climate, these  local proposals for de regulation of 1,000 acres of good quality farm 

land to generate a potential  11,500 new homes in the North of Ipswich appear to make no sense at all. 

The situation seems likely to remain for the foreseeable future. Government dictate and targets for 

increase in homes are at odds with reality it appea rs.  

Government targets for housing density mitigate against quality of life and well being and do not provide 

pleasant sustainable environments. 

The jobs necessary are not available, 50% of men over 50 are not in regular full time employment we are  

told. 

We have Emigration  not Immigration  as a trend locally which frees up homes in the rented sector. 

We have large numbers of existing new builds lying empty 

We have large areas of land banked development land halted because of the downturn in the economy. 

We have  under utilisation  of existing sports facility. 

We have a threat to food security and supply which will need careful planning policy. Deregulating 1000 acres 

of North Fringe IBC and SCDC  agricultural land with potential for development and concreting over, once 

agreed ,will be irreversible. 

 Comment from Mersea Homes from last year's LDF; 
 
 "key factors which should influence the vision for Ipswich must be: a recognition of Ipswich’s status as a 
Growth Point, and the need to accommodate development in support of that;......" 
(SOCs-But we are recession!) 

"PA2 must be based on a proper analysis of a robust and credible evidence base taking into account 

issues of sustainability, deliverability and choice....." 

SOCs-consensus. 
It is our conjecture  that these proposals make no sense economically, socially or morally now or in t he 
distant future.  
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 Recycling Dates in Tuddenham  
 

 The next “recycling days” for blue 
topped and brown bins are 
Wednesday 18th Feb, and 
4th and 18th March.  

MUSIC TO RELISH 
Saturday, 21st March Walton; Belshazzar’s 
 Feast, Orb & Sceptre March and  
 Coronation Te Deum. Stanford; Songs of  the 
Fleet 
Saturday, 27th June Three Cornered Hat, 
 Saint-Saens Intro and Rondo Capriccioso  and 
Havanaise, Dvorak Carnaval Overture,  etc. 
Ring 01603 628319 
 
English Touring Opera Bellini’s Norma (concert), 
Janacek ‘s Katya Kabanova and Magic Flute in 
Cambridge in April 
Ring 01223503333 
 
Also a Handelfest in November in Snape and 

Tuddenham Tattler Quiz  
 
 This will be on Saturday, 
25th April and will be raising 
money for the Village Hall Roof 
Appeal. Tickets will be £6 each 
so a table of six will be £36. 
 That strange bunch who 
played “the band” at the Burns’ 
Night have been previous 
winners. Now come on 
Tuddenham, we cannot have 
that, eh? I mean, look at them! 
 So if you fancy yourselves 
as genius academics with a twist 
of imagination and a clown like 
dash, you would make the 
perfect winning team. Ring 
785588 to book your place in 
posterity! 

The next Tattler is out in March 

Please email me on 

editor@tuddenhamtattler.com 

Or ring 785588 

Or call at 5, The Granaries 

 to get in print. 

 

Carol singing outside the Chapel with 
Sam Cowley, and Ken Smith as our 
leaders. Pauline Procter hosted the 
welcome coffee and cakes as a reward to 
finish. What a night! 


