
As another year 
comes to a close 
Tuddenham has enjoyed 
a colourful autumn and 
some frosty, bright days 
as well as an abundance 
of rain.  

There is a wealth of 
activity in our village at 
present with Church and 
Chapel arranging 
seasonal events, the 

Village Hall  
hosting a 
Burns’ Night 
on 24th 

January and pantomime 
rehearsals promising 
some wonderful entertainment in 
February. You can even buy a Christmas 
tree in Fynn Valley Farm! 

The Mobile Police Station visits 
Tuddenham St Martin from 3.15 till 4 on 
24th Dec, in the Village Hall Car Park. This 
is your opportunity to communicate with 
our local police. 

This issue tells more about the 
planning application for use of land for a 
cemetery in Tuddenham. There is a 
meeting in the New Year when decisions 
will be made… 

Please remember recycling bins go 
out on Tuesday 23rd not 24th December. 
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Delighted to hear Rachel is out of 
hospital after keeping parents Alan 
and Catherine busy for a week or 
so! Lovely news that Margaret 
Whinney is on the mend and that 
bed rest has helped Ken Smith over 
a chest infection. Our best  
wishes to all who are poorly 
over the festive season. 

 The Village Hall committee are 
delighted to invite you to a village 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The night will start at 7 for 7.30 and 
will include good food (Scottish), dance 
(Scottish) and live music (Scottish.) Oh 
and Jim (not Scottish) will lead the 
tributes to Robbie (Scottish) perhaps 
with the Selkirk Grace… 
 

“Some hae meat and canna eat, 
And some wad eat that want it; 

But we hae meat and we can eat, 
Sae let the Lord be thankit.” 

 

 Tickets are £10 each; bring your 
own drinks! You can 
find out more from Gill 
on 785415 or Adrian 
on 785256. Funds go 
to Village Hall. 

Sat, 24th January in  
the Village Hall.  

Burns’ Night celebration   

DICK WHITTINGTON 
& HIS CAT.  

 
 Rehearsals are 
coming on a treat and 
we are almost 
finished for the year… 
In January we look 
forward to the chorus 

joining us and then 
“No Scripts” day 
when the hard work 
starts. Music and 

songs, dances 
and costumes; 
there are all the 
layers to add 
before the fun 

of the performances in 
February. Do contact 
Arthur on 785984 if 
you want to join in - 
never too late! You 
can be on stage or off 
with as big or small a 

contribution as you want. 
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CALENDARS READY  
 

The village calendar is now 
available to collect from 
editor’s house or please 
put £6 through door in 

marked envelope and we 
will deliver. Thank you for 

your support - we produced 130 
calendars this year. Funds go to 
Tattler production costs for year. 
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Come to Fynn Valley 
Farm, Main Road, 

Tuddenham St Martin: 
Walk in the field to 

select your tree and we 
will cut it down for you, 

or  
Select from those 

freshly cut. 
 

Opening times are Saturday and 
Sunday from 10-4 pm. 

 
If you require further information please 

Telephone 07702-463771 
 

Thank you, Rineke Brightwell 

Neighbourhood Watch  
 

 There have been some break-ins 
in Tuddenham with cars, sheds and 
outbuildings as the target. Are you 
secure? Do you leave 
valuables on display? 
As holidays approach please 
tell your neighbours you are 
away and leave contact 
number and, perhaps, a key? 

Oh, and enjoy yourselves! 

APPLES   

Support St Elizabeth Hospice 
by getting your supplies from 

Warley Cottage Orchard.  Varieties: 
Bramley, Monarch, Blenheim Orange, 
Lane's Prince Albert, Jupiter. Proceeds 

to Hospice. Tel: 785235 Jessica  
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 Our deepest 
condolences to Jean 
and Kirsty Ellinor, and 
family, on their recent 
loss. Rod was a bright 
light in the village, 
always ready with a 
smile and a witty quip. 
We miss you. 

 Our thoughts are 
also with Wendy and 
the Smith family on 
the loss of Dave. If 
you live on Westerfield 
Lane you will have 
seen him kindly 
delivering bags of 
Tattlers through all the 
elements.  
 Our deepest 
condolences. 

Poppy Appeal  
Witnesham Branch, Royal British 
Legion, thanks all who supported our 
collections and gave so generously as 
well as our collectors who made it all 
possible. We collected £624.14 in 
Tuddenham. 

Jim Kerridge 

Parish Council Meeting  
 

 The Council await a decision on a proposed 
parkland burial site on Grundisburgh Road. The precept 

was set with <5% increase. The Council are asking 
residents to cut back hedges facing the road to aid 

visibility, for cars as well as taller tractors and lorries. 
The next meeting is on 3rd March.  

Village Hall Meeting  
 

 The meeting was fairly uneventful. The estimate for the roof repair is 
£16,500. There is no urgency as the leak has been dealt with but when the beam 
is replaced (and possibly the skylight in the ladies’ loo) it would be sensible to 
continue to  do the roof which is nearing the end of its life, perhaps in 2-3 years. 
So fundraising must continue. 
Regular Village Hall parking is only available for six cars for a small annual fee. 
There is one space free at present - ring Arthur on 785984. We publish a Hall 
timetable so people can see when it is busy and car parking is at a premium.  
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 Hi! With Christmas just around the corner esteemed Editor is 
looking for material. We are also nearing completion of the work required by the 
quinnquennial repairs, which in turn means emptying the coffers yet again – it is 
a never ending cycle, but a little more preservation of our village church has 
taken place. The South Wall remains to be repointed, but this will be done. 
During an inspection of the work done outside the church an excessive amount 
of dog fouling was noted in the churchyard. This can be annoying to grave 
tenders, and we ask those walking their dog through the yard to keep the dog on 
a lead and to remove any fouling. Thank you in advance!   
 
 Services continue at 0930 every Sunday morning, with a service of Holy 
Communion, without music, at 0800 hours on the fourth Sunday. Sunday School 
continues to be held during 0930 services.  
 
Services for the festival of Christmas are as follows: We start on the 21st at 
1830, with a candlelit service of Nine Lessons and Carols. The first eight 
lessons will be read alternately by a Parent followed by a young family member, 
the last lesson by the presiding priest. On Christmas Eve there will be a 
Christingle Service at 1500 hours, involving the children. There will be a service 
of Holy Communion commencing at 2330 hours and concluding just 
after Midnight. On Christmas morning there will be a Family 
Communion service at 0930 hours. All are welcome, and encouraged, 
to attend any or all of the foregoing services to celebrate the birth of our 
Saviour.  
 
 Our thoughts are with the Ellinor and Smith families at this time, both 
grieving the loss of loved ones, Rod and David. We pray that they will be given 
strength and comfort through their faith. 
 
 Floodlighting sponsorship is still available at £5.00 per week-end to 
remember a loved one or celebrate a special event. If the event is of special 
significance weekday lighting can be arranged. Floodlighting sponsorship or 
Priestly visits can be arranged by contacting the Writer on 785296, or at 
‘Camforth’, Westerfield Lane, or Monica Pipe on 785272. 
 
We take this opportunity to wish everyone a Joyful Christmas and a 
Healthy and Happy 2009. 
God Bless you and yours. 
Jim P 10.12.2008   

The Writer  
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Planning Application C08/1854 Land South of Grundisburgh Road, 
Tuddenham St Martin Change of use of Agricultural land to parkland 

burial site with provision for informal public access and creation of new 
vehicular access 

At the Parish Council held to discuss the above application the feeling of the 
meeting (with the exception of the representatives of the proposal) was, by a show of 
hands, universally opposed to the application. Having heard all the comments from the 
attendees the Parish Council reconvened the Council meeting and distilled the reasons for 
objection to the following points:  

Impact on groundwater and drinking water abstraction. 
There is concern at such a large burial site (some 21,000 corpses with an operating life of 
over 150 years) on land which encompasses both Inner and Outer Groundwater Source 
Protection Zones. The Environment Agencies publication “Assessing the Groundwater 
Pollution Potential of Cemetery Developments” states that this proposal should undergo 
Tier I, II and III assessments which typically include quarterly or monthly sampling of 
surface and ground water for at least one year.  

Failure to carry out the correct levels of assessment would also be in clear breach 
of SCDC’s Policy AP94 which states that it is the Local Planning Authority’s obligation 
to ensure that there is no unacceptable risk to the availability or quality of the water 
resources. We strongly urge the Planning Committee to ensure that all appropriate 
assessments have been carried out before determining the application. 

Loss of Arable Land 
Significant concern was raised at the loss of Arable land where loss of Arable land 

up to and including grade 3 quality is contrary to Suffolk Coastal Local Plan – Policy 
AP11. The application also appears to be contrary to Policies AP8 regarding protection of 
the countryside and AP13 regarding Special Landscape Areas. We urge the Planning 
Committee to ensure alignment with these declared policies, or at least satisfy itself that 
deviation from them is justifiable.  

Appropriateness of a Cemetery of the Size Proposed 

There was surprise and concern at the size of the proposal which seems to be 
approaching burials on an almost industrial scale. To develop a site capable of managing 
more than1000 interments per year (consistent with a town with a population of between 
150,000 and 250,000) seems to be out of step with local requirements.  

The Parish Council requests the Planning Committee to ensure clarity about the 
client base for this venture to enable it to correctly judge the proposal’s alignment with 
Suffolk Coastal District Council’s Environmental Objectives and to understand the 
consequences once the site ceases operation – whether in the short or very long term. 

Traffic – Consequence of Local Topography 
As with any proposal that leads to increases in levels of traffic there is concern about the 
impact this has on the environment and on local residents. In this case there are additional 
concerns specific to the geography of Tuddenham St Martin which the Parish Council 
and the residents are uniquely able to comment on.  
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The proposed entry to the site when approached from Ipswich requires traffic to 
descend a steep and winding hill into a narrow street lined with parked cars necessitating 
traffic to pass one another one at a time. The way out of the village is then by way of 
another steep and winding hill with limited visibility before a right turn into the proposed 
burial site. These two hills in particular are sufficiently narrow that when HGVs or buses 
meet each other there is often great difficulty for the vehicles to pass one another causing 
frustration, delay and often danger. The effect of a funeral cortege bringing an extended and 
slow moving procession through the area on this route would be to bring almost total chaos 
to the area. We strongly urge the Planning Committee when visiting the site to also visit the 
centre of the village to see for themselves the potential traffic problems. Only then will the 
Committee be sufficiently informed to gauge the consequences on the  Tuddenham 
residents and neighbouring villages (Culpho, Grundisburgh,  Bealings etc.)  

 
Particular Consequences to Immediate Neighbours 

The Parish Council are aware of the very real distress that this application is causing the 
immediate neighbours to the site. The proposals will directly impact the daily lives of these 
individuals by virtue of the noise and odours associated with cemeteries and the act of 
interment. Although the site will eventually be screened by trees the intent is to plant whips 
which are unlikely to provide adequate screening in less than 15 years – longer than the 
likely lifetime of some of those affected by these plans. Further, regular access to the site, 
by mourners and general public availing themselves of the permissive footpaths intended 
for the site, will lead to a raised 
feeling of insecurity to all nearby 
residents.  

Planning Application 

The Parish Council notes that 
although reference is made  to a 
“Green” Burial site in some of the 
supporting documents, the 
application covers only the change of 
use from Agricultural to parkland 
burial site, not for planning 
permission for marked and unfenced 
graves or the interment of ashes. We 
strongly request the Planning 
Committee to ensure that the exact 
intentions for the site are known and 
that the appropriate planning 
requirements are well understood and 
conformed with.   

T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s youngsters at their Sunday 
rehearsals: Lt to Rt: Hannah, Sam, Jasmine, 

Jack, Amber, Lauren, James and Rory. 
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The next Tattler is out in Jan/Feb 

Please email me on 

editor@tuddenhamtattler.com 

Or ring 785588 

Or call at 5, The Granaries  

to get in print. 

 Recycling Dates in Tuddenham  
 

 The next “recycling day” 
for blue topped and brown bin 
is Tuesday 23rd December 
not the Wednesday. 
Then back to Wednesdays 
on 7th and 21st January. 
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Tuddenham Chapel  
 

Ken and Helen Smith, 
and the Chapel folk offer 
our best wishes for the 

season.  
We invite you to our 
Christmas Services: 

 
Sunday, 21st Dec. 

11.00 
All age Carol Service 

 
Christmas Day 

10.30 
Christmas Celebration 

 
The children will be singing and 
refreshments will be served. All are 
most welcome to join us and we look 
forward to meeting you. Ken 
and Helen are available on 
785860 for a chat. 

The Mobile Police Station visits 
Tuddenham St Martin from 3.15 till 4 pm 
on Wednesday, 24th Dec, in the Village 
Hall Car Park. This is your opportunity to 
communicate with our local police. 

Perhaps, even, to get to know 
them! Ring 01473 613500 for 
non-urgent police calls and 
999 for emergencies. 

Ring 785415 for  
Burns’ Night tickets! 


