
Pantomime time is here again with 
the Box Office open on 1st February. 
Please ring 785003 or call at “Rivendell” 
in Westerfield Lane for tickets. 
Performances are on 14th, 15th and 16th 
February with a matinee and evening 
performance on the Saturday. There are 
several newcomers to the 2008 
T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s team and they are most 
welcome. How lucky Tuddenham is to 
have fairies, queens and even bumble 
bees on the ready! 

Please contact the editor on 
785588, or put money through her door, if 
you have not yet paid for your calendar or 
cards and again, thank you to all who 
supported us. We sold 1000 cards and 
the profits, once 
calculated, will go towards 
Village Hall funds. 

 

Please make up a table of six or 
contact me and I will fit you in with other 
residents. For newcomers you should 
know this is a fun event with the accent 
on silly rather than serious - of course 
there are some quizzies who might 
disagree… Ring Editor on 785588 for 
details or to get tickets. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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Dear Editor, 

 I have finally received a response about Bus Route 22 which you would 
probably want to include in the next Tattler. In essence, the hourly service 
provided by Ipswich buses will cease in about 56 days time. Thereafter a less 
frequent service is to be provided by an independent carrier details as yet 
unknown. Below are the actual words as sent by Mark Crawley, Interim Head of 
Passenger Transport, Suffolk County Council, in response to my query. 

Service 22 has not been operated under subsidy from 
Suffolk County Council. It currently operates on a 
commercial basis and decisions relating to the route, 
frequency and price are determined solely by the operator. 
In this case the operator is of course Ipswich Buses and 
any explanation for any changes would most appropriately 
come from them. (I note that you have emailed them and 
presume you have not heard back - so would suggest that 

you continue to press them for a response.) 

I can confirm, however, that within the last few days we have been made aware 
of Ipswich Buses’ intention to alter the service. This is entirely at 
their discretion. All they have to do to discharge their legal obligations is 
to register these changes with the Traffic Commissioner, give 56 days notice 
and inform us of the planned change, at the same time. 

Suffolk County Council will now examine the most appropriate way to provide a 
service to parishes that are left without transport provisions and we will 
endeavour to procure a service that meets these needs. This will be dependent 
upon our budget position which will be announced within the next few weeks. I 
can confirm that work is already underway to secure a new service. Such a 
service will in fact be an additional expense for this department's budget, and we 
are hoping to minimise this burden through the more efficient use of other 
services in the area.  

 Guy McGregor of Suffolk County Council emailed me to confirm that “the 
provision of bus subsidy from S.C.C. for 2008/9 is a good one.”  

 Peter Hodge, Parish Clerk, Tuddenham St. Martin. 

Editor: Thank you to the village residents who made The 
Tattler aware of this issue and to Peter for his information. 
If you hear any more please keep the village informed by 
telling The Tattler too! We are always grateful to hear from 
you.  
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The Village Exercise Class continues 
to run on Wednesday mornings at the Village 
Hall. The last three months have been good 
with an average attendance of 9. More would 
be even better so how about giving it a try? 

They do an hour circuit, with a warm up 
and cool down, to music. An opportunity 
to meet up with friends and exercise at 

the same time. 
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POPPY APPEAL 
2007 

 
 Once 
again I 
would like 
to thank 
you all, the 

generous people who 
gave to our collection. 
We have again topped 
£500 with a total of 
£503.65. Thanks also 
to our hard working 
collectors. 
 Regards 

Jim Kerridge 

 Some photos of the van which left Sandy Lane 
hitting the hedge on Caroline Woolnough’s property 
recently. Do drive carefully and please tell Caroline if 
you know of other accidents on our roads. 
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 We have a new District 
Councillor, Kate Waddell. She was 
unable to attend the meeting but 
her email address is 

kateannewaddell@hotmail.com. 
 There was talk of the top end of Sandy 
Lane being called “Charlock’s Lane.” Local 
research has not revealed a reason for this 
name though your editor gathers it is 
another name for wild mustard. Do you 
know more???? 
 Peter Bellfield told the Council that 
S.C.C. savings would be on bus subsidies 
(see page 2), school buses and care homes. 
The Council thanked Peter for his £1000 
donation towards Village Hall furniture. 
 There was talk of increased “H - 
markings” to create more passing places on 
The Street and residents are reminded not 
to park on pavement obstructing 
pedestrians, especially in the 
dark. 

Next meeting on 4th March. 

 Dear Editor, 
  Could a small mention 
go in the next Tattler… If anyone 
notices a street light out, or 
faulty, please ring 0800 591055. 
This service by Suffolk 
County Council costs 
you nothing and will 
make our village safer. 

Anon. 
 

A car parked at the Village Hall 
was broken into this week. It 
happened as the panto group 
were rehearsing and a bag was 
taken from the car. Made us all 
feel bad that such a thing could 
happen when we were all so 
close by. And reminded us not to 
leave valuables in a car where 

they can be seen. If you 
know anything that might 
be useful to the police 
please contact them. 
 Village PC Vicky 

Gilmore was unable to attend the 
Parish Council meeting but her 
report revealed we have less 
crime reported than neighbouring 
villages. There was an attempted 
break in and a dangerous dog 
causing injury. A purse was 
taken from car outside pub and 
white diesel from local farm 
vehicles. We were warned about 
theft outside Village Halls - 
SORRY TO TELL YOU THIS 
TOO LATE! Shed theft can be 
combated with an alarm on sale 
at police station for £8. House 
burglaries have risen recently so 
please LOCK UP!  Ring 
01473 613500 to report a crime 
or 0800 7839112 to pass on 
information. 
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This Tadpole will never turn into a frog!  
 
 There can’t be many in the village who have not noticed the processions of 
people wandering up and down The Street under cover of darkness over the 

last couple of months as well as 
the peculiar goings-on behind the 
curtains up in the village hall. 
  
 Indeed, twice this week alone I 
have had confused looks from one 
resident who I have wandered past 
carrying a crutch and lute. (Ah, that 
was you, with my loot!) 
  
 Unless you are living a 
sheltered existence you will have 
by now realised that the 
TADPOLEs are soon to perform 
the village’s annual pantomime, 
which this year is Sleeping Beauty. 
Don’t let the title fool you – last 

year  Puss in Boots an included a clown being fired from a cannon as well as 
aliens with frying pans and a dancing robot.  
  
 This is the second year 
in which I have been 
involved having made my 
debut in the Oscar-worthy 
role of donkey’s backside in 
last year’s performance. It 
obviously impressed the 
artistic director and as such I 
return this year as the court 
minstrel. Although he did 
take a gamble as my 
previous role was generally 
a silent part and I seem to 
crop up in most of the 
scenes this year. 
  
 Having moved to the 
village in October 2006 
becoming involved in the pantomime was a fantastic way to meet others in the 

“Jolly”, the vicar, only looks this glum 
because “Ozzy”, Rory, son of author of 
this article, is line perfect, unlike him! 

Carabosse, the evil fairy Julie, your local reporter 
in disguise and St Martin’s representative,  

Jim, before he had his hair cut! 
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Natalia and Paul Lugo are proud parents of Jack Elliot 
Daniel Lugo, born New Year Day weighing 7lb 6 oz. His brother Evan and sister 
Rhiannon will be there to help as will delighted grandparents, Jackie and David Lugo. 

village. As many of 
you will know from 
first hand 
experience, the 
Tattler’s editor does 
not waste much 
time on 
interviewing any 
new comers to the 
village and it was 
not long before we 
had been 
persuaded to come 
along to the village 
hall for a rehearsal. 
It seems that 
casting for 
Napoleon the 
donkey had been 
particularly difficult 
last year and it was 
my wife Linda and I 
who fitted the part – 

or should that be fitted up for the part? The only downside to this way of introduction 
is that you spend the next 6 months referring to people with their character’s names. 
         Minty “but stale” Richard Dowdeswell. 

From the left: The author, “Minty”  Dowdeswell, from Rose 
Cottage,  “Dotty” George Jennings (birthday boy) and “Lord 

Dibley” a gormless twit from up the Clopton Road also 
known as Edward Ottley! 
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Carl Giles  in Tuddenham. 
 

Carl moved from London to Badger’s Cottage in 1942 while still a cartoonist for 
the left wing  newspaper ‘Reynold’s News, owned by the co-op. A number of the 
writers on the paper were Communist commentators. His views, widely held now 
were considered extreme left wing in the 1940’s. He was a small man, rather 
untidy, with un-pressed trousers and a quizzical face. He was going out with his 
cousin Joan, who he described as ‘The prettiest girl I had ever seen’, taking her 
for rides in his little sports car.  
On 16th. April 1941 Joan Clarke’s home in Great Percy Street suffered extensive 
bomb damage. Joan and her mother Agnes salvaged what belongings they could 
and went to live with a relative.  Joan and Carl were married at St. John’s 
Church, East Finchley on 14th. March, 1942. On that cold, bright night, a ragged 
band of Home Guard pals lifted their bayonets to form an arch. Following the 
somewhat rowdy reception at Joan’s mum’s house, the part escorted Joan and 
Carl to Liverpool Street Station to see them off on their honeymoon in the 
Dicken’s suite, which had two four poster beds, at ‘The Great White Horse Hotel’ 
in Ipswich. They then moved into ‘Badger’s Cottage’ in Tuddenham, renting from 
an absent naval officer.  

His friends were not grand people with posh jobs and titles, they were the 
working men around and about Tuddenham, farmers, chandlers, poachers and 
scallywags.  One such was Cyril Girling, (known as ‘Pockets’) the local grave-
digger, who was a 
drinking mate of Carl’s at 
the Fountain. Digging 
holes for the dead of 
what Giles’s biographer 
refers to as ‘that dozy 
corner of East Anglia’ 
seemed not to have 
given him many social 
skills with the living, 
except of course the 
regulars at the Fountain, 
the favourite for nearly 
50 years of Giles and his 
mates. They nearly fell 
out when Cyril was told 
he was to be 
Tuddenham’s Special 
Constable. He was 
issued with a ponderous 
looking uniform, 
including big shiny boots Giles at The Fountain Pub piano with his friends 
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which made a heart stopping 
clatter, especially if you heard 
them in the dark. He would stand 
under the lamp by Mrs. Bywater’s 
house near the bridge, stamping 
his feet, watching out for 
subversive elements. Giles 
thought Cyril became a bit too big 
for these impressive boots when, 
driving home in his big black 
Humber, the headlights masked 
into slits, as required by the 

blackout, the ‘special’ stepped out into the road, waving him down. Slowly taking out 
his officially issued notebook, Cyril peered in at the window and boomed 
‘Identification Sir, Please’.  

‘You know who I am you silly old fool’. ‘It is my duty ……. ‘.  
‘****** off’ Carl exploded. He was still seething with fury years after poor old Cyril 
died. He loathed self importance. He had served for three years in the Home Guard 
in Edgware, and told many a tale of the incompetence and self importance of men 
who, in his opinion, shouldn’t be in charge of a bicycle. One of the officers referred 
to working men as ‘peasants’. Giles told him what to do!  
Born in Edgware in 1916, he was working as an animator in the cartoon studios of 
Alexander Corda when he had a crash on his motor cycle. He suffered a fractured 
skull which left him in deaf in one ear and unfit for military service. 

 

Giles delighted in the variety offered to a cartoonist by the arrival of three million 
‘Yanks’ who invaded Britain during the war. Over 3,000 young men came to station 
152 at Debach by ship, train, truck and air in a matter of weeks during May 1944, as 
part of the 493rd. Bomb Group, dubbed Helton’s Hellcats. One of their many 
problems was how to cope with narrow country lanes, warm beer and the reserve of 
native Suffolkers.  

 

‘One hundred and fifty aerodromes are urgently needed in England for the American 
Air Forces’ stated a notice in ‘The New York Times’. A few months later, across the 
Atlantic and via Glasgow, the 820th. Engineer Aviation Battalion, Corps of Engineers 
came to Debach. 

 

The first batch of soldiers were black labourers, members of the engineering 
battalion who were bulldozing, grading and levelling concrete twenty-four hours a 
day to get the 9th Airforce’s Marauders into the air.  Coming from Alabama, Virginia, 
Georgia or South Caroline they found themselves decamped from the lorries that 
carried them into a bleak and inhospitable countryside. They had no tents, only the 
emergency rations they carried, and no instructions. They slept in ditches, until a 
couple of days later their white sergeants and officers arrived, to build what became 
known as ‘The Maze’. Standing there, hand on his bike, was ‘Sheriff’ Moody, the 

SOUP AND SWEET 
15th March 
Village Hall 

 
This is a W.I. event to which all 

residents and friends are welcome. 
Ring Cherrie on 785767 for tickets. 
For good food and good company. 
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quiet, soft spoken, pink cheeked blue 
eyed village policeman. It was not 
infrequently that he helped one of the 
men who was lost, or drunk or in 
some other kind of trouble, but he 
never brought the matter before the 
company commander. He was there 
as much as the Americans to see the 
job of building the airfield finished, for 
the safety of us all. 

 
The engineers received a warm 
welcome three days later at the ‘Grunsbra’ Dog pub. Black men, the labourers, 
were not allowed to mix with the offers and non-coms. 

 

On Saturday evenings the negro engineers cycled to the Tuddenham Fountain 
balancing bass fiddles, drums, trumpets, trombones and saxophones on their 
handlebars. The bass player had to angle his instrument at sixty degrees in order 
to clear the low ceiling with it’s Scotch thistles and fleur-de-lis impressed there by 
Elizabethan workmen. Giles struck up the opening bars on the piano and the six 
piece hot band went into ‘Fat Mama With The Meat Shakin’ On Her Bones’.  

 

The lads came to use Carl and Joan’s home as their own, eating and often 
sleeping there. Giles loved the talk of far away cultures and interests, their 
masculinity, generosity of spirit, their laughter, style and uniforms. The house and 
pub was endlessly filled with laughter, the village people taking to them as well. 
The friendliness was even known back home in the States, as  an American 
journalist wrote about Carl and the lads. A photograph taken at   the Tuddenham 
Fountain, early in 1944 shows two of Giles’s GI friends, Butch playing the drums 

and John Louis 
facing the 
camera. In 
naval uniform is 
local lad, 
‘Dotsie’ Offord 
(see previous 
page for photo.) 
Another shows 
Joan Giles at 
Badger’s 
Cottage, their 
home in 
Tuddenham 
with Butch on 
her right and 

Giles at Work from “Giles at War” 
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another friend, Ike on her left.    

Many years later Giles recalled ‘They especially got on with me. They knew, you 
see, that their colour didn’t matter a damn’. In contrast, writes Cockney Johnny 
Speight, creator of ranting bigot Alf Garnet, and one of Giles’ close friends who 
was also based in this area during the war, ‘I was in a Suffolk pub one evening 
and there was a bloody riot. All these Americans were objecting to one of their 
black soldiers who had taken up with a local girl. She was white of course. They 
had him up at one end of the bar and they were going to lynch him. Bloody 
terrifying it was. Then this country bobby comes in, without even a truncheon – 
and elbows his way through. They simply all fell back and it went quiet, as they 
were confronted with the full majesty of the law. He just led the bloke out to 
safety, before the American Military Police could arrive with all their riot sticks 
and heavy gear.  

 

When the black soldiers had finished their work they moved away, and white 
GI’s took their place. Giles had done paintings of his friends and they had been 
hung in the bar. It soon became clear that these pictures were causing offence 

to the white Americans 
and the landlady took 
them down. ‘It was a 
bloody disgrace’, said 
Giles. 
 
Acknowledgements to: 
‘Here we are Together’ 
by Robert S. Arbid, an 
American soldier in 
Britain, The Right Book 
Club 1947.Kindly loaned 
by Roger Blunt of Burgh, 
Woodbridge. 
‘Giles at War’ by Peter 
Tory, Headline Press, as 
well as several private 
contributors. 
Compiled by Barbara 
Butler, Witnesham. 
 
Editor: You may recall 
that Giles kindly created 
our front cover for the 
tenth edition. Thanks to 
Barbara Butler for this 
piece of local history. 

Giles, left in wheelchair, unveiling our village  
sign, with John Gummer, our MP at the time,  

centre, and Mary and Hector Moore,  
creators of the sign, on the right. 
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 The first edition of 2008! It is appropriate to wish all a Healthy, Happy and 
Prosperous Year – you can achieve the first two on your own, and no doubt Mr 
Broon will do his utmost to frustrate the last! We are back into concentrated 
Panto rehearsals, with the Herr Direktor insisting on people knowing their lines 
the Prompter fully agreeing with him and the Choreographer going round looking 
like a funny fella! With what she has on her plate, it is surprising Madame Editor 
can chase for Tattler Tittle – tattle! It will be show time before we know it. It 
seems an age since the church was beautiful by candle light during the 
Christmas services. 
 
Everything is early this year – we had primroses in early January, 
and we have Easter in March!   
 
Services continue at 0930 hours each Sunday morning, with Holy 
Communion at 0800 hours on every fourth Sunday. There will be a 
service of Holy Communion at  1930 hours on Ash Wednesday 6th 
February. Mothering Sunday will be celebrated at our 0930 service (Family 
Communion) on 2nd March, so drag Mum along for a posy!   
There will be a service at 1030 hours on Good Friday 21st March.  
 
It is gratifying to have so many of our young members of the congregation willing 
to join the ranks of those taking part in Bible Readings during services. The fact 
that they help to swell the ranks eases the load on other readers, which is 
appreciated by them, and makes the Rota compilation that much easier – which 
is much appreciated by yours truly! Volunteer Sides-men (PC – Sides-people!) 
would be welcomed, as would those willing to undertake the Prayer of 
Intercession. The former would be maximum one Sunday per Month, the latter 
once a Quarter – come on ! 
 
The Rev. Sam continues his village visits, and should you wish him to call 
contact the Rectory direct, or Monica or Jim (785272/785296). Floodlighting 
sponsorship is still available at the bargain rate of £5.00 per weekend – this can 
be arranged by contacting the Writer on 785296, or by calling in at ‘Camforth’, 
Westerfield Lane. 

 
Thank you for your continued support of Your church, where we 

look forward to seeing you. 
God Bless You and Yours. 

JimP-19.01.2008       

The Writer! 
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 Recycling Dates  
 in Tuddenham  

 
 The next “recycling day” for 
green box and brown bin, are 
6th and 20th Feb and 5th 
March.  There is a 
paper bank in the 
Fountain car park. 
David Lugo is happy 
to take aluminium for recycling 
and gives proceeds to village 
projects.  

Birthday 
greetings 
to Giulia 
Giaffreda, 
Hannah “Owl” 
Whiting, 
George “Dotty” 
Jennings, and 
Jack “foxy” 
Woods. 

 
 

The next Tattler is out in 

March 

Please email me on 

editor@tuddenhamtattler.com 

Or ring 785588 

Or call at 5, The Granaries  

to get in print. 

George and Ira Gershwin’s  

“Oh, Kay”  
plays at the 

 Sir John Mills Theatre, 
Ipswich 4th - 8th March. 

Ring 01473 211498 to 
book for this twenties 

musical full of froth, music and bootleggers. 

 Our best wishes to Bella and 
Harold Green through their 
shared tribulations.  
Glad to hear that Dymphna 
Jackson is safely out from under 
the surgeon’s knife, and 
hopefully soon fit to join in panto 
fun again.  
Jim Punton’s back on two legs - 
catch up with him at Sleeping 
Beauty too, though more hirsute 
than normal!!   
We gather Phillip Harvey has 
also been “peg legging” so hope 
all well there too! 

 We went to see the Eastern Angles 
pantomime again this year and, as ever, 
were dazzled by the wit, fun and creativity. 
Then we heard that their funding is to be 
halved. What a shame for a group that 
gives so much to our community. If you 

have never been to 
one of their 
productions try 
supporting them this 
year and make up 
the shortfall, huh?  
 
   They are staging 
“Cuckoo Teapot” in 
the Spring and “We 
Didn’t Mean to go to 
Sea” in the Summer. 

PANTO 
TICKETS? 

Ring 785003 


