
There is talk in this issue 
of the low crime rate in 
Tuddenham and many events 
to demonstrate the community 
spirit. I hope you get to share 
the joys of Tuddenham life. 
Tell us if you know of any we 
have neglected to mention! 

The village fete is at 2 
pm at Poplar Farm on 9th 
June. All are welcome. 
Games, stalls, races, brass 
band, teas and ices.  

The Safari supper is on 
23rd June. Please contact 
Monica on 785272 if you 
would like to take part. This is 
a perfect event if you want to 
get to know other residents in 
an informal setting with good food, a little 
exercise and pleasant company. 

A bird watching walk is offered by 
Philip Harvey, on page 4, for Saturday, 
19th May at 8 am. Ring 785005 to book as 
numbers limited. 

For those who get THIS Tattler there is 
also a ploughman’s supper with live music at 
the Village Hall on 9th June - evening of fete 
- to raise money for St. Elizabeth’s Hospice. 
Tickets are £7.50. Phone Julie Beckett, The 
Paddocks, on 785474, for details. Perhaps 
you will pass on this date to other residents 
as most Tattlers missed this news flash! 

Issue No 135 April (that’s a joke!) 2007 

 

Inside this issue….  

Parish Council Page 2 

Church Page 
4/11  

Tuddenham smells! Pages  
6 - 7 

Parish Council 
reports 

Pages  
8 - 9 
 

Toddlers’ AGM 
 

Page 
10 
  

Thanks to a resident photographer for this lovely 
view of St. Martin’s at dusk.  

Check it out in colour on our web site! 
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TUDDENHAM 
VILLAGE FETE 

In aid of Church funds 
Saturday, 9th June, 

2 pm 
Poplar Farm 

Children free, adults 50p 
 

If you could bring books, toys, plants, 
china, cakes and white elephant objects 
to sell it would be most appreciated. Ring 

785415  for collection. 
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The village exercise class continues to run 
on Wednesday mornings at the Village Hall 

immediately after the Toddlers’ Group. All are most 
welcome to join in at 11.45 for a varied circuit of 
exercise to suit all abilities. There is a 
warm up and stretch down and a quick 
gossip at each end! Why not try us out 

and impress yourself? 

Village Hall 
Committee  

 
 The next meeting is 
on 12th June at 7.30 pm in 
the hall. All residents are 
welcome particularly if they 
have any good ideas! 

Village Web Site  
 
 A resident emailed me 
recently asking if I could put 
some photos on the village web 
site - 
www.tuddenhamstmartin.com 
The web site is occasionally 
updated (!) and next time I get 
round to it I will add some new 
photos. Please feel free to offer 
any other suggestions. Always 
glad to hear from you on 
editor@tuddenhamstmartin.com 

Tuddenham Toddlers’ 
Group  

 
 The Toddlers’ Group meet every 
Wednesday morning and are always happy to 
see new children. There are lots of toys and 
crafts used in the session at the Village Hall 

and refreshments are served 
at half time. Come along and 
try something new - it’s a great 
way to get to know people in 
the village and stimulate your 
child or grandchild. 

-�""
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Parochial Church Council’s Report to 
Tuddenham Parish Council A.G.M.  

 

General  
 The Church of England continues to flourish in the village. Attendances at 
the regular 0930 services remain steady at 25-28,  around 4-10 at the monthly 
Holy Communion service at 0800 and between 8 to 20 at the monthly Time for 
God service at 1930. The latter service is run by lay people, and tends to be 
pleasantly informal. Due to the number of young families in the village St Martin’s 
continues to have the strongest Sunday School in the benefice. Both 
congregations at normal Church Services and at Sunday School  could be 
greater as there are still many who only appear at festival services. Our Electoral 
Roll  is currently undergoing its six yearly revision, when the current thirty two 
members will be removed from the Roll, and have to rejoin. At time of printing we 
have received twenty eight enrolment forms, and anticipate about another ten. It 
is sad that so few villagers are on the Electoral Roll for the Village Church – 
considering  twelve of those on the Roll are non-resident!  
 

Fabric and Churchyard  
 The fabric and churchyard are in generally good order. Andrew Offord 
continues to tend the grass and hedges in the Churchyard. The practice of grave-
tenders using glass jars/vases has almost been stopped, for which we are 
grateful on behalf of ‘Elf and safety’!. Thanks are again due to Arthur Jackson for 
his efforts to ensure the Tower Clock shows the correct time. There was a slight 
glitch recently when the clock was stopped for thirty six hours due to an electrical 
fault. When restarted it was striking one hour less than the hands showed, this 
due to the ineptitude of the Church Warden – but Arthur fixed it! Thanks also to 
the Parish Council for their continued financial support in maintaining the 
Churchyard – an ever increasing burden. We have to review the work required by 
the latest Quinquennial Survey report, such work due to be done later in the year. 
 

 Fund Raising  
 This is a continuing and essential process. In 
addition to the cost of quinquennial survey work, our 
Parish Quota to the Diocesan Office has been set at 
£10,000 this year. We have already had a St Georges 
Day Lunch, which raised £ 368.  
 This year the Fete will be held on  9th June, at 
Poplar Farm – for which we thank Monica and Bill Pipe 
– followed by a Gift Day in late October. It is always 
gratifying to those organising these functions, and to 
the Church Officers, how well the village supports 
them.      J I Punton + M Pipe 

Church Wardens/ 1 st May 2007 

FANCY A WALK?  
Fountain car park 

Saturday, 19th May 
8 am 

Two hour bird watching walk 
Need comfortable shoes 
Donations to Village Hall 

Bring binoculars 
No pets please! 

Ring 785005 
to book 

May repeat if 
full! 
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 Spring came to Tuddenham 
early this year with ducklings in the 
Fynn, bluebells in Aldecar, 
cuckoos calling across the valley 
and, most unusually, some grass 
already going brown from drought.  
 There was talk of the wildlife 
in the parish at the Parish Council 
meeting and one councillor 
suggested a valley walk for 
anyone who would like join in to 
view the wildlife. The Tattler will 
keep you informed as to dates… It 
was suggested that the event 
might raise a little money for a 
village activity. 

NEW ARRIVAL  

 Not the normal 'new 
arrival' but of interest 
maybe. Back in January, 
we went to Clark's Farm 
just outside Tiptree and 
chose a retired greyhound. 
Thousands of Greyhounds 
a year need new homes 
and as we were now 
without any dogs, having 
arrived in the village with 
three, we thought  it was 
time to get another one and 
this seemed a great way to 
do it. His name, with us, is 
Arthur but his racing name 
was Spotted Vieri. He is 
four years old and did all of his racing at the 
Crayford Greyhound Track in South East 
London. In total, he competed in 45 races, 
winning 3. He is very calm and friendly and 
has settled into his new life very quickly. 
Remember, all he has known is a concrete 
kennel for the main  part of his life. When 
given the opportunity in the garden, he 
often demonstrates his tremendous speed. 
However, he tires very quickly so it  is a 
case of speed but no stamina. For more 
information on retired greyhounds go to  
http://www.clarksfarmgreyhounds.org.uk/ 
and on Arthur in particular at  http://
www.greyhound-data.com/d?
d=spotted+vieri&sex=&color=&birthyear=&b
irth 

Dear Editor, 
 I am a military historian working on the history 
of the Americans in East Anglia during World War 
II.  I wonder if you could put me in contact with 
anyone local who knows about your village during 
the war, the Americans who came there, and the 
activities of the village during that time?  I will be in 
England during July but hope to have some 
conversations with some of your community before 
my trip over.  I am looking forward to seeing your 
village.  I have gone back and read many of your 
Tattler back issues.  Thanks for a wonderful web 
site that is useful for research as well. 
Best wishes from Texas, 
Dr. Vernon L. Williams 

Editor: I have  emailed back some research 
sources. Would you like to chat with Dr. Williams? 

Regards, 
David 
Pennington 
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After good 
reviews from our readers 

this is the second half of Michael 
Girling’s memories of smells from his 
childhood in Tuddenham.  
 Another smell which appear twice 
a day in this area was that of the cows 
at Manor farm moving to the meadow 
for grazing and back to the farm later 
in the afternoon. Quite frequently one 
or more cows would have a mishap 
along the way which added to the 
aroma. As the day wore on the heat of 
the sun would dry the mess and form a 
crust on it. Should this happen it was 
not uncommon for children to get a 
stick or similar object and attempt to 
move it from the road breaking the 
crust in the process and reintroduce to 
smell. 
 On the site where The Granaries 
now stand stood A. W. Green’s mill - 
see top photo on back page. This 
provided a number of recall smells. For 
example there was the smell of the 
lorries as they came into the yard for 
loading or unloading. Then, as 
different parts of the mill were used for 
different grain the smells changed from 
one section to another. For example 
maize was different to corn or meal. 
Then there was the smell of the bone 
dry sacks which held the grain. 
 The office, which was occupied by 
Mr Percy Marjoram (the boss) smelled 
of printing ink from the rubber stamp 
equipment used to receipt documents. 
 In Winter this room was lovely and 
warm, with two forms of heating; an 
electric fire and Mr. Marjoram’s pipe, 
which emitted a very distinctive smell. 
The workmen always knew when the 

boss was around! 
 The mill was used by many of the 
village folk who kept chickens etc for 
purchasing meal, corn, maize etc 
however to recycle food people would 
boil potato peelings to add to the meal. 
This created quite an unpleasant smell. 
However as Mr Ernie Felgate also kept 
pigs in his garden this was not the only 
smell at feeding times!  
 Around the mid 1950s the new 
shop and post office opened. (Terry’s 
of Tuddenham.) Everything always 
smelled fresh and clean. My two lasting 
aroma memories are those of “Hales 
Trent” packets of jam tarts and Dunhills 
sweet cigarettes - ooh and lemonade 
crystals! 
 An area of the village which 
produced quite a variety of smells was 
the allotment pond. This was very near 
to where the Village Hall now stands. 
(Ed: Could this be the same pond that 
stands in front of the Village Hall, 
somewhat obscured by foliage, to this 
day?)  The pond had a stagnant water 
smell during the winter months but 
would dry out in the summer leaving a 
muddy soil smell. As this was the 
village dumping ground for old prams, 
bicycles etc there was also a rusty 
metal smell. The surrounding Elder 
gave a strong smell most of the time. 
 As a child I would visit regularly 
and spend much time with Mrs. Rose 
Mann who lived in part of a cottage 
now known as “Church View”. We 
knew her as “Nana” and she played 
card games with us during the winter 
months. As she had no electricity 
supply to her house she used an oil 
lamp which produced a very sweet 
smell. Whether it was healthy is 
debatable as there was little or no 
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ventilation in the 
room.  

 Another smell that would visit the 
village one evening a week (the evening 
changed during this period) and land itself 
first of all at the home of Mrs. Blanche 
Smy and later in time at Mrs. Flossie 
Gorham. This smell came from the case 
of medication carried by the doctors, 
Mayer and Welford, which may have been 
needed for the patients calling at the 
weekly surgery. The smell that comes to 
mind most was that of Colic  medicine 
which seemed to be prescribed for most 
ailments. The smell that seemed to come 
from the doctor’s case, however, was one 
of iodine. 
 There was also a lovely smell of 
freshly laundered towels for the doctor to 
dry his hands on as he washed them 
frequently during surgery. 
 Thinking of doctors coming to the 
village, the other occasion when this took 
place was the twice yearly visit of the 
School Doctor. Parents would assemble 
and wait in the cloakroom with the oldest 
child in the school acting as assistant to 
the doctor’s receptionist, fetching a child 
from the classroom and delivering them to 
their mum when their appointment was 
due. The examination took place in “The 
Big Room” and the smell that filled the 
whole school was that of ether (an 
antiseptic). This seemed to linger in 
school for at least three days after the 
doctor visited. 
 A smell which disappeared from the 
village long ago was that of wall paper 
paste being used outside. On alternate 
weeks mills and Rockleys (outdoor 
advertising contractors of Princes Street, 

Ipswich) would 
send a man in a Morris van 

armed with a broom and a bucket 
of paste. The purpose of his visit 
involved the wall of the building just 
over the bridge from The Fountain 
public house were two notice type 
boards. These were used to 
advertise the films that were being 
shown at the Ipswich cinemas. 
One was for the current pictures 
and the other for forthcoming 
shows. As the paste was put on 
both the back and front of the 
posters the smell lingered for a few 
hours after the man left until it was 
dry. 
 The worst smell that I can 
recall would come at harvest time. 
As times were hard catching 
rabbits in the harvest fields was a 
bonus for a “free” meal. However 
the smell that erupted as the 
insides were removed from the 
beast is indescribable. Quite the 
very worst smell I can recall to this 
very day. 
 

 Again thank you to Michael for 
these memories. Does anyone else 
out there want to have a try at 
recalling some Tuddenham 
memories? I will gladly come round 
for a chat if that will help to nudge 
those memories out! Ring me, 
village recorder, on 785588. 

THE PARISH COUNCIL ARE 
LOOKING FOR A NEW 

COUNCILLOR. PLEASE 
CONTACT PETER HODGE 

ON 785584 IF YOU 
ARE “THE ONE!” 
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Report from Village Hall 
Committee to Parish 

Council A.G.M.  
 
 This year the Village Hall has 
run quite smoothly. Following the 
official opening of the hall in 
Jan,2006, it has offered a better, 
larger, and more flexible venue for 
all who use it. 
 Overall the hall is used well 
and regularly though we would 
still welcome more outside 
bookings to boost our income. 
 
 The extension has inevitably 
raised our running costs, the 
major ones being electricity and 
insurance. We have negotiated a 
lower insurance premium with 
Allied Westminster and their 
village guard policy. Electricity 
costs were up £409 this last year 
and we are keeping an eye on 
this.  We ask users to be 
reasonable with the use of wall 
heaters but this is not often 
heeded. We increased our 
booking fees in Jan 2006 for the 
first time in four years this was 
reviewed in October 2006 and we 
have decided to make no further 
increase at present. 
 We were grateful to the 
Parish Council for their proposed 
£800 contribution towards the 
running costs for the last year. 
Thank you very much. A copy of 
the financial accounts Oct 2005 - 
Oct 2006 were handed to the 
Council. 
 The Hall has a number of 
pressing projects to be carried out 

this year. 
The Hall Floor is in serious need of 
sanding, resealing or treating and we 
are obtaining quotes for this. 
The roof in the ladies’ cloakroom has 
some rot as a result of a previous (now 
repaired) roof leak and this is in hand. 
A sliding door is to be installed 
between the stage and small meeting 
room. This, together with the purchase 
of a round table, should make this a 
user friendly place for small meetings 
and save heating costs. 
Decoration of entrance lobby and  
New kitchen floor are planned when 
monies permit. 
 As you know a top priority is to 
replace the tables in the hall with 
lightweight aluminium tables which will 
be more user friendly and less 
damaging to the floor. Following 
research with other users and halls we 
shall not now be purchasing trolleys for 
the tables as this does not seem 
economical. We plan to buy six 6’ 
tables, twenty 3’ tables and a 5’ round 
table. The costs, including discounts 
and VAT were passed on to the Parish 
Council. With the increase in the size of 
the hall and larger audiences more 
chairs are also needed and it is planned 
to purchase another 24 folding chairs 
together with a trolley. 
 Any support the Parish Council can 
give will be much appreciated. We 
continue to fund raise for all the hall 
necessities and improvements though 
there was poor support for the recent 
Burns’ Night Supper. 
 
 The Village Hall management 
Committee thank the Parish Council for 
their continuing support. 

Gill Cruickshank 
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

 Peter Bellfield (our County 
Councillor) attended the 
meeting after his recent illness 
but announced that he is 
stepping down in preparation 

for a new councillor after the elections. 
He suggested at the meeting that he 
might be able to offer some of his 
“locality budget” to wards the Village Hall 
needs. Both the County and district 
councils have scored four stars - the 
highest level - in recent assessments. He 
was thanked for his contribution to the 
parish. John Lambert has stepped down 
from the Parish Council - he was the 
Vice Chair - and the council are now 
seeking a new councillor. Do you want a 
say in the running of your village? A 
chance to know what is going on and 
why? Please contact Bill Pipe on 785272 
for details. 
 Sandy Burn sent a written report on 
the Playground Association. Their lease 
(currently £10 a year) has expired and 
the council are drafting a new one where 
the lease will be £50, lasting around 7 
years. There has been a clear up with 
the Frost and Woods families helping - 
trees pruned, new gates and 
maintenance carried out. 
 The police reported three crimes in 
the area since last meeting with twenty 
five in the last year. This compared 
favourably with Grundisburgh (62), 
Witnesham (41), Little Bealings (33) and 
Melton (162). The 25 included 9 thefts 
from cars and 7 from buildings. The vast 
majority of these were at night. The 
police urge residents not to leave 
valuables on display in their cars. There 
was also talk about the fires that have 

 

been set in the Fynn Valley over the 
last year. These have damaged farm 
land and with the current drought 
could pose a danger to property. If 
you see anything suspicious please 
report it to the police. 
 Grass cutting in the village was 
discussed and it was decided to 
leave the area at the entrance to 
Fynn Lane for a year top assess its 
appearance without cutting. 
 The council is to contact Mary 
Moore, the maker of the village sign 
as the paint is peeling off it, 
particularly on the Church aspect. 
 The next meeting is to be on 
15th May at 7.00 in the Village 
Hall. This is to conduct the business 
required after the election results are 
through. All residents are, as always, 
most welcome. Perhaps 
you could watch with a 
view to taking part as a 
councillor another time? 

 

Birthday greetings 
Our birthday greetings to 
Helena Goodrich, Jack White, 
David Robinette, Paul Robinson 
and Charlotte Rose. If I  missed 
you out please contact me as 
my register of 
Tuddenham children 
is by no means 
complete.  

 Please contact the editor on 
785588 or email 
editor@tuddenhamtattler.com to get in 
print. We gladly accept any adverts, 
articles, photos, drawings or anything 
residents might come up with! 
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The fish was recognised and 
is to be reeled in to  Fynn 

Lane. 

Tuddenham Toddler Group AGM  
 

There will be a meeting on  

Tuesday 8 May 2007 
at 

Tuddenham Village Hall 
7.30pm 

 
The meeting is open to anyone with babies 
or pre school age children with an interest 
in attending a mother and toddler group in 

the village.  
 

The future of the group will be discussed at 
the meeting  

Refreshments will be provided. We hope to 
see you there 

 
For further information please contact Jo 
Tickle (785314) or Fiona Woods ( 785856 ) 

 

Hi Editor,  
 I noticed in the last Tattler that 
there was an advert for 
reducing junk mail. I have 
been promising myself that I 
would do this for some time. 
The advert served as a useful 
prompt to get it done so I 
finally registered on line.  
 It may be worth mentioning in 
the next Tattler that there is a 
similar site for reducing 
nuisance calls such as 
telemarketing and telesales 
calls. The site is http://
www.tpsonline.org.uk For 
those who are not able to use 
the web, there is a telephone 
number stated on the site 
which is 0845 070 0707.  
 Apparently, this does not 
necessarily stop those irritating 
silent calls. There is a separate 
number given for this on the 
site which is 0870 4443969. It 
seems that this can't be done 
on-line.  
 I hope this is useful.   
regards,  
 Jim Stacey  

 Two representatives came to the 
Parish Council meeting on 1st May. They 
came as part of the new Safer 
Neighbourhoods team. Sgt Deborah 
Lydford heads the team and Danny 

Wheddon is a PC along with Vicky as our Parish 
Officer. You can email them for non urgent contact on 
wickham.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 
For emergencies ring 999. 
For crime reports ring 613500. 
The mobile police station is due in August. 
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 Hello again! Where did Spring go? It is certainly cool in the wind but out of it 
– bootiful! Since the last  edition we have had a St Georges Day lunch 
in the Village Hall, which was very well attended and raised £ 368 for 
Church Funds and a Confirmation Service which brought another two 
communicants into the Church Family. The next event will be the 
Village Fete on the 9th June at Poplar Farm, by courtesy of Monica and 
Bill Pipe – we assume there will still be some sunshine left by then! 
  
 Services continue at 0930 hours each Sunday morning, with Holy 
Communion at 0800 hours on every fourth Sunday. The “Time for God” service 
is held at 1900 hours on the second Sunday. 
 
 We have had our AGM, and Officers have been elected for the 
forthcoming twelve months. The revision of the Electoral Roll 
continues, and we could end up with about thirty eight on the Roll – 
but when one notes that of this number twelve are non-residents of 
the Village, the total is really unimpressive!  
 
 Apologies for the absence of the tower clock recently. We had a power fault 
which rendered the clock inoperative. When power was restored the Church 
Warden reset the clock, but unfortunately omitted to start the pendulum! Next 
day the same Church Warden realised this and reset the clock and started the 
pendulum. Unfortunately the clock was striking one hour behind the hands 
(which showed the correct time!). Thanks to Arthur Jackson the ineptitude of the 
aforementioned Church Warden was rectified and hands and striker were 
synchronised. Apologies for any confusion caused! 
 
 The Rev. Sam continues his village visits. Should you wish him to call 
contact the Rectory direct, or Monica or Jim (785272/785296).  
 Floodlighting sponsorship is still available at the bargain rate of £5.00 per 
weekend – this can be arranged by contacting the Writer on 

785296, or by calling in at ‘Camforth’, 
Westerfield Lane. 
 
  Thank you for your continued support of 
Your church, where we look forward to seeing 
you. 
God Bless You and Yours. 
JimP-01.05.2007      

The Writer! Another view! 
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VILLAGE HALL  
 

 Village Hall bookings are through 
Arthur Jackson at Ivy 
House, Tuddenham or on 
785984.   

 Recycling Dates  
 in Tuddenham  

 
 The next few “recycling days” for 
green box and brown bin, are 16th and 
30th May and 13th June.  There is a 
paper bank in the Fountain car park. 
Clothes, glass, books and shoe bins are 
available in Sainsbury's car 
park, Hadleigh Road or recycle 
green waste and electrics at 
dump off Portman Road.  

Our best wishes to Beryl 
Coates after a fall recently. 
And to Joan Stark who has a 
bad knee. Look forward to 
seeing you both at exercise 
class again soon. 

 Thanks to 
Russell Beckett who 
showed me this 
photo of Tuddenham 
Mill next to Manor 
Farm, perhaps taken 
in the 1950s.What do 
you think? I notice 
“Timbers” is already 
built. 
 Do you have any 
interesting photos 
from the past? 
Perhaps a shot of the 
exterior of the British 
Legion Hut? Do get 
in touch, please. 
 
 The second 
photo, from the same 
source, is across to 
Clopton Road, taken 
at the same time. 

NEXT PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING 15TH MAY, 7 pm. 

The next Tattler is out in May/June 

Please email me on 

editor@tuddenhamtattler.com 

Or ring 785588 

Or call at 5, The Granaries  

to get in print. 


