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Spring is here at 
last with sun and blue 
skies. And we greet 
the opening of The 
Tuddenham Fountain 
with new owners and 
a spruced up exterior 
as well as a fresh and 
spacious interior. 

June brings the 
Church Fete on the 
10th and the Safari 
Supper on 24th of 
which more on page 
six.  

On Monday, 8th 
May, there is a meeting to prepare 
for next year’s pantomime - if you 
want to take a major backstage role 
this might be the time to get to know the 
team. Contact Arthur Jackson for details. 

 We have some new residents, 
some of whom I have managed to call on 
- sorry if I did not get round to you. Our 
warmest congratulations to Libby Page on 
the birth of Annabel. 

We have some new houses making 
themselves felt on the skyline as you walk 
up Westerfield Lane. As Harold Green 
pointed out the work is all mechanised in 
contrast to his day. No wonder everything 
is changing so quickly - and I thought it 
was my age! 

“The Tuddenham Fountain,  
a pub with great food” 
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Parish Council Meeting  
 
 The Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual General Meeting of the 
Parish Council were held at the Village Hall on Tuesday, 2nd May. Mr 
Richard Ward, from the Suffolk Preservation Society, attended the 
meeting to talk about planning matters. He was very helpful in his advice. 

One telling phrase: “Planning is judged by the speed of the decision rather than 
its quality.” 
 Bill Pipe was re appointed as Chair to the Council and his annual report is on 
page 4. Peter Hodge was elected as Responsible Finance Officer with John 
Lambert as Vice Chair. Our Community Police Officer, Vicky Gilmore, (01473 
613500), reported that there have been no crimes reported in Tuddenham since 
she last attended. Whereas there were 7 reported crimes in the year 2004-5 of 
which 2 were detected, there were only 6 this last year with 2 detected. This 
compares with 12 in Playford, 36 in Witnesham and 6 in Little Bealings.  

 Mr Leggett, our District Councillor, reported on the Local Development 
Framework Task group which is to replace the local plan. He expected that most 
of the proposed 3000 new houses to be built in Suffolk would be in Felixstowe 
where there are to be jobs created with the expansion of the docks.  

Mr Bellfield, our County Councillor, reported on the financial issues at the 
council which might lead to reductions in Adult Care and Bus Services. He asked 
that any problems be reported to him on these matters. Police amalgamation 
seemed likely and would bring Suffolk together with Norfolk and Cambridgeshire. 
Resources might well flow towards Cambridgeshire as we have a lower crime 
rate and higher detection rate than that area. 

The Council are seeking to appoint 
another Councillor so please contact the 
Clerk, Peter Hodge, if you would like to be 
considered. 

The free phone number for reporting 
failed street lamps is  0800 591055. It helps 
to have the number of the lamp in question 
when calling - this number is usually to be 
found on the column of the lamp itself. The 
telephone number for reporting fly tipping or 
"heavy littering" is 01394 444000. 

 
The next meeting is to be on Tuesday, 

4th July  
 at 7.30 in the Village Hall.  

All residents are most welcome to 
attend.  

ORWELL WALK  
 

Sunday, 18th June 
 
 This is the 30th year for this 
trepid trek and you can join in the 
fun by calling 01473 215333.  
 
 You can choose to walk 
between 3 and 25 miles along the 
River Orwell and raise money for 
your chosen charity. The views 

are spectacular 
and the sun will 
make all your 
blisters vanish! 
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TOWN LECTURES & 
CONCERTS 

 
Thursday 8th June , 2006, 
at Museum Street Methodist 
Church at 1.00 pm 
Martlesham Heath Wall 
Hanging. The pupils of 
Birchwood County Primary 
School will display their 
hanging, inspired by the 
Charter Hangings designed 
by Isabel Clover, and discuss 
the process and lessons 
which led to the completion 
of their work. 
 
Thursday, 13th July , venue 
as above. Students from 
Royal College of Music 
will present various 
ensemble and solo 
pieces ranging from 
Mozart to Stravinsky. 
Starts at one. 

 Recycling Dates  
 in Tuddenham  

 
 The next few “recycling days” for green 
box and brown bin, are 17th and 
31st May and 14th June.  There is 
a paper bank in the Fountain car 
park. Clothes and shoe bins are 
available in Sainsbury's car park, 
Hadleigh Road.  
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FOR SALE 
 

Hot Tub 
Seats 5 - 6 

Good working order, must sell - buyer removes 
Open to offers 
Tel: 210519 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN A PILATES CLASS? NOT 
ENOUGH TAKERS FOR THE YOGA BUT SEVERAL 

MENTIONED PILATES SO DO 
CONTACT ME ON 785588 IF YOU 

WANT ONE STARTED IN TUDDENHAM. 
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TUDDENHAM ST. MATRIN PARISH COUNCIL  
 

Chairman’s Annual Report May 2006 

 This last year has seen the culmination of the village efforts to extend the village 
hall with the official opening in January by Tony French.  I feel it would be 
appropriate to record here our thanks to those in the community who have put in such 
a tremendous amount of work to bring the project to fruition. In particular I feel I 
should mention Gill Cruickshank who shouldered the major burden of raising funds 
from all manner of sources and generally coped with all the problems that reared their 
heads as the project progressed. 

 Planning matters when they arise can often generate controversy, and this year 
we have dealt with various items, the most controversial being just across the road 
from here. Building is well under way and I hope the concerns that some of you have 
had, regarding various aspects, will turn out to be not as bad as you expected. We are 
fortunate to have with us tonight Richard Ward, a former planning officer and now 
working for the Suffolk Preservation Society, who has agreed to talk to us on planning 
matters. 

 You will all be aware of the recent reopening of the Fountain, following major 
refurbishing and extension to the restaurant. The Fountain is an important feature in 
our village and its success as a going concern is something we should all be 
encouraging. 

 Grass cutting, support of the village hall and church are ongoing activities from 
year to year and we aim to achieve this for another year without raising the precept 
which is currently £4000 for the year. We continue to deal with highway matters as 
and when they arise.  Relatively small things can make a difference and to this end 
Jim Kerridge kindly arranged the installation of a seat in the bus shelter using timber 
from one of the old pub seats. Thank you to both Jim and Brian Whinney for carrying 
out this work which I am sure is much appreciated by those waiting for a bus. 

 Our District and County Councillors have supported our meetings during the 
year and have been helpful when needed.  We have also welcomed our new community 
police officer Vicky Gilmour on occasions when she has been on duty.  Sadly Sandy 
Burn has resigned as a Councillor but I am glad to say she remains active within the 
village community. I thank her for her continuing contribution to the village. 

 I think it would also be appropriate to mention the retirement of Tony French as 
pastor at the chapel. Over the years that he has been in Tuddenham he has not only 
maintained a very active chapel congregation, but also administered what I consider to 
be true pastoral care in our community. I wish him and Elaine well in their retirement. 

 Finally, I would like to record my gratitude to our Clerk Peter Hodge who took 
up the reins early last year and has been rather dropped in at the deep end.  I have 
found him efficient, realistic and a pleasure to work with and I thank him for his 
support.  Thanks also to my fellow Councillors for their support and contribution to 
the village community.      Bill Pipe, Chairman Parish Council 



www.tuddenhamtattler.com  Page 5 May 2006 

Stewart and Lynn Blewett have moved in to Fynn 
Valley Farm, previously “Reedings” after living in 
Burgh since 1973. They were both biology 
teachers but now Lynn creates hand crafted 
scarves and Stewart was into antique fairs until 
they took on this small holding. They are 
interested in drought resistant plants - xerophytes 
- but need to do a lot of work on the land before 
they can start any projects. Meanwhile walking 
their Lurcher, Humphrey, keeps them busy. Lynn 
also lists piano, cooking, tap dancing, badminton, 
reading group and nature watching as her 
interests while Stewart mentioned bird watching, 
table tennis and computing. 

Welcome to Tuddenham, both of you!  

The Fountain  
 

 At last we have a 
village pub open every day 
serving food and drink.  
 Your Tattler rep has 
spoken to several residents 
and heard of good food, fast 
and friendly service and a 
new, fresh, smoke free 
interior.   
 The Fountain is serving 
a set menu where a main 
course is £7.80, a two 
course meal is £10.00 and 
three courses for £12.50.  
 All we need to do now 
is support the new team so 
look on page 10 for a full 
report.  

First Aid Tip passed on!  
 
 A Tuddenham resident sent me an email about 
the importance of recognising and thus treating a 
stroke early. I thought you might want me to pass on 
the information for you to ponder. 
 Some doctors say a bystander can recognize a 
stroke by asking three simple questions:  
           S *Ask the individual to SMILE.  
 
           T *Ask the person to TALK, to SPEAK A 
SIMPLE SENTENCE. (Coherently) (i.e. . . It is sunny 
out today)  
           R *Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS.  
 
           NOTE: Another 'sign' of a stroke is this: Ask 
the person to 'stick' out their tongue . if the tongue is 
'crooked', if it goes to one side or the other, that is 
also an indication of a stroke.  
           If he or she has trouble with any one of these 
tasks, call 999 immediately and describe the 
symptoms. If a stroke can be recognized, diagnosed 
and then the patient is medically cared for within 
three hours it can hugely affect the outcome. 

Pat Tanner 

Service to 
Tuddenham  

 
 At the Parish 
Council meeting on 
Tuesday, 2nd May, Jo 
Kelm stepped down as 
Finance Officer to the 
Council. Not a high 
profile job for the village 
but an important one 
which she carried out 
well for some years. 
Thank you Jo! 
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SAFARI SUPPER 
 
 For those new to the village this event was originally started to raise money 
for the village sign.  It seems, by popular request, to have become an annual 
event and the proceeds usually go to St. Elizabeth Hospice.  Those involved 
begin with a starter, usually in groups of six, at their first destination, move on 
elsewhere for a main course in eights, desserts for twelve to sixteen, and 
everyone meets in one house for coffee.   
 
 The charge is £6 a head with everyone taking their own liquid refreshments 
and those hosting are reimbursed for their efforts.  It obviously only works if lots 
of people volunteer to host — usually we have around 50-60 people and 
therefore need approx. 20 venues.  It’s a very good way to meet people in the 
village and has the added benefit of being within walking distance of home! If you 
volunteer to host I will obviously be in touch beforehand, otherwise venue details 
are usually delivered on the day.  
 
 If you would like to join in please complete the slip below and return it to me 
at Poplar Farm. If you volunteer to host I will obviously be in touch beforehand, 
otherwise venue details are usually delivered on the day. 
 

Monica Pipe, 785272. 
 
Name…………………………………...Tel. No……………… 
I/We would like to come to the Safari Supper………………… 
I/We would be happy to host one of the courses……………… 
Any special dietary needs……………………………………... 

This is a genuine free offer, although of strictly limited interest!   

 Did you know Scott Davis, who used to live at Well Cottage until last September?  Skinny bloke 
with long hair and a motorbike?  As you may or may not know, he was a real computer whizz-kid, and 
had lots of  big chunky books on programming and such like.  We helped Scott move out, and he didn't 
want to keep his books. My dear husband thought it was a shame to consign them to the county landfill, 
so he brought 'em round to our place - where they have languished ever since, just gathering dust!  

 They are getting on my nerves, but it does seem a shame to chuck 'em, and maybe someone 
would like to have one or two (or more).  Would it be possible to put an ad in the Tattler to this 
effect?  Something like:  

ARE YOU A COMPUTER BUFF?  WANT FREE BOOKS ON TOPICS  LIKE USING VISUAL BASIC 5, 
WINDOWS,  WEB PROGRAMMING SECRETS?  CONTACT STUART OR PAT ON 785803.  

Ed: No Pat, it would not be possible! 
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Tuddenham Girl  

a Wizard Runner!  
 Well I did it, I finished the 2006 London 
Marathon and it is an experience I am in no 
hurry to repeat! 

 Thank you to everyone in the village 
who supported me; it has been greatly 
appreciated. I am well on target to raise 
£1500 for my chosen charity; Merlin. This is 
a charity that provides emergency and long 
term medical care in developing countries. 
More information can be found on their 
website www.merlin.org.uk. It is not too late 
to make a donation either direct to me or 
online at www.justgiving.com/
teresajennings .     Teresa Jennings. 

Dear Editor:  
  

 Hi, Thought you might be 
interested in seeing this picture I 
snapped in the village today. I noticed 
this old police box on the verge by the 
bus stop as I was putting the rubbish 
out. About an hour later I saw two 
people were standing by it, 
a young man 30ish in 
a   brown suit and a young 
girl in jeans and a blue 
top.  Suddenly there was a 
loud wheezing  groaning 
sound and a rush of wind, 
and I looked up to find the 
box and the two people 
gone!  
 Oh the mysteries of 
village life.................  
 
Anon. For fear of 
alienation...!  

Dear Reader, 
 As Editor I print what you give in good 
faith. The photo below was offered to me 
after 1st April. Hmm! 
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 With Easter past, can we safely assume that Spring has arrived? It has 
certainly been Spring-like recently – allowing that showers are usual for April, but 
some of the early morning temperatures remain decidedly Marchish! The grass is 
growing though! Years back we had to go North for daffs at Easter, this year 
there are still some to bloom. 
 

 We have had two recent marriages, Jane and David Schofield followed by 
Jo and Iain Daniels, and we take this opportunity of wishing both couples long 
and happy lives together. Our other piece of good news this month is that 
Catherine Forsdike has been accepted on to the Diocesan Reader’s Course, and 
our prayers and good wishes are with Catherine during her forthcoming training. 
We are to lose our organist, Sarah Hunter, next month – when the family move 
North to Helensburgh, a lovely toon, albeit on the wrong side of Scotia! We wish 
them all well in their new surroundings, and success in the new venture. 
 

 The Annual General Meeting takes place in the Church at 1930 hours on 
26th April, when the Officers will be elected for the forthcoming year. All who are 
interested in their Church are welcome to attend, and any grouses or 
recommendations will be listened to. The meeting normally is concluded within 
an hour, since all the reports are already in print. The next big date thereafter is 
Saturday, 10 th June, when the Village Fete will be held at Poplar  Farm, and 
we look forward to the usual great support at this fund raising function and 
fun day.  
 

 Services continue being held at 0930 each Sunday morning, with a 0800 
Holy Communion on the fourth Sunday of each month. Benefice Services are 
held in one of the three churches on the fifth Sunday, and will be at Westerfield at 
1100 on 30th April. Additionally there will be an Evening Communion service at St 
Martin’s on the 30th, at 1830 hours, conducted by Rev Sam. Come and join us, 
the hill is a bit daunting, but there is a seat at the end of it!!         
 

 Rev Sam continues to visit in the Village on the Thursday after the 
fourth Sunday each month. Should you wish him to call, for whatever 
reason, please advise either the writer (785296) or Monica (785272) who 

will advise the Vicar. If the direct approach is preferred 
the Vicar can be contacted on 254483. 
 

 Floodlight sponsorship continues to be available at the 
modest cost of £5.00 per weekend, and can be arranged 
through the writer on 785296, or by calling in at ‘Camforth’, 
Westerfield Lane. Thank you all for your continuing support and 
interest, and may God Bless you and yours. 

JimP. 19.04.2006  The Writer! 
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T.A.D.P.O.L.E.S. - *** Under New Management ***  

 
 As the curtains closed on this season’s pantomime they marked more than 
just a successful end to yet another TADPOLES production. They drew to a close 
the end of an era for Monica Pipe who has been involved in, or has run the 
TADPOLES, for the last 20 years and finally decided to hang up her velvet glove 
(iron fist concealed therein) to pursue a life of (relative) leisure. Monica expressed 
her wish, earlier in the year, that she relinquish her responsibility after this year’s 
season and it was with great emotion that the cast thanked her for all her efforts 
over the years on the last night .  
 Now the responsibility to continue this village’s fine tradition of thespian 
enterprise falls on those left behind to carry on the cause. Initial conversations 
confirmed the worst – there clearly was no-one left who could, or would, pick up 
the whole responsibility as Monica had in the past. So, as an alternative way 
forward, it was proposed to put together a team of people to take on various roles 
all seamlessly stitched together by some hapless project manager to try and 
establish some semblance of order and to avoid all those nasty last minute 
surprises.  
Good progress was made at the post pantomime review meeting where the way 
forward was discussed and agreed and where a number of hats were thrown into 
the ring – most notably Arthur Jackson as pantomime director and yours truly as 
project manager. A number of other roles were also identified from the morass of 
tasks, some of which Monica had managed to address in the past, and a number 
of key individuals (some old hands and others new to the enterprise) were 
pencilled in. Next steps agreed included all to go away and consider the 
challenges ahead while a script was located and modified to compliment the cast’s 
fine and particular peculiarities. Thereafter a group of those village worthies 
interested in helping to preserve this rare and absorbing village tradition are to 
meet at  
 
 

 
where the next stages 

are to be planned.  
 

 Are you 
interested? If you 

would like to take on a 
key role in the 

production team please 
make a note  of the 

time and place and be 
sure to be there!  

Peter Hodge 

Ivy House on 8th May at 7.45 pm  
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Birthday 
greetings 

to Cherrie 
Starling who 

admits to 27… 
Great to see you 

looking perky after 
a bit of a splutter! 
Also to Lottie, top 
left, and Lizzie, 

the Hollier sisters 
who both 

celebrated 
birthdays recently. 

Also to Bob 
Tanner - even 

older than 
Cherrie! 
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Tuddenham Fountain 
Reopens  

 
The Fountain has opened its doors 
once more and is looking forward to 
greeting both old and new customers. If 
you did not go to the grand opening you 
are welcome to call in for a drink, a cup 
of freshly brewed coffee or a meal. 
They are open seven days a week and 
though food is their forte they still have 
a bar area for locals to chat across. 

Charles Lewis showed me the state of the art, gleaming, 
open plan kitchen and the enlarged dining area. He told of 
how Scotts Brasserie had opened in 1996 and closed partly 
thanks to the cost of car parking in Ipswich. This new site 
offers relaxed dining , with parking, and they hope to get on 
with the community of Tuddenham as well as preserve the 
feel of the building. They have met this need with a spacious 
airy feel to the dining area. Plenty of room between tables 

and beautifully served meals - 
trust me to eat before I popped in! 
They have several locals serving 
in the bar so watch out for Luke Gardiner, Will 
Jennings, Hannah Cutting and Tom Parry. Indeed if 
you want part time work this might be the place to look. 
The garden has been re turfed and is ready to use with 
more garden furniture on the way.  
 The plan is to amend the menu regularly and Scott 
was very helpful when I asked about catering for 
vegans so do ring if 
you have any special 
needs - 785377. Scott 
added that they want 

you to just turn up and relax. No need to book 
for small groups. Just enjoy! 
 If fish chowder with black rum and sherry 
peppers, goat’s cheese & roasted vegetable, 
onion marmalade tart, salad, followed by mixed 
berry crème brulee served with Chris’s biscuit of 
the day sounds tempting then wander down and 
linger over a fine wine and that special coffee to 
round off the meal.  

You can be assured of a warm welcome!  
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  For 
those of 

you who do not pass by the dock area of 
Ipswich I thought these photos, taken 
today, might prompt a quick visit. Things 
are changing so fast it is hard to 
remember what went before. I stood and 
watched whilst talking to a man who used 
to work there and in only a few minutes 
the machinery appeared to do what a 
gang 20 men would barely have equalled 
in a day. Wouldn’t it be great to have a go 
yourself on one of these bulldozers? 

WANTED 
 

Books, toys, D.I.Y. tools, White 
elephant, China, Jewellery, Hats, 

Plants, Cakes. 
 

Please contribute anything you can 
to support the Tuddenham Village 

Church Fete on 10th June. 
 

You can leave things at The Old 
Vicarage or bring them up on the 

morning of the fete. 
 

The fete needs your support! 

RANGER EVENTS 
 
Sunday, 4th June :  
 10 -  12.30,  
 Muddy Good Fun  
 in Orwell Estuary, 
 bring boots! 
Ring 433994 for details. 
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The TADPOLEs had lots of fun on, 
and behind, stage this year. I hope 
these photos sum up some of it! 
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 Jane Pitcher and David Schofield, who have lived 
together at Downderry, in The Street, for the past 8 years, 
tied the knot on 7th April at St Martins Church and afterwards 
entertained family and close friends to dinner at the White 
Lion, Aldeburgh.  They then hosted a lunch the following day 
for 75 before returning to Tuddenham and a midday drinks 
and buffet reception for more friends and neighbours. The 
weekend weather was very good if a little cold.  
 
 They have a big holiday arranged for their first 
anniversary so the honeymoon was just a few days spent at 
Broadway and at a very grand Stapleford Park "stately home" 
near Melton Mowbray in Leicestershire.  Quite an experience 
following in the footsteps of Sarah Ferguson (and the 2 
Princesses), Joan Collins and the England Cricket team!  

Report to Parish Council from 
Tuddenham Village Hall  

 

 2005/06 has been a positive year for the 
hall. We have seen the completion of the 
extension and stage and have installed curtains. 
We are very grateful to the Parish Council for 
their £4000 contribution and also for the 
increased precept of £800. Thank you very 
much. 
 The facilities are much appreciated and 
used. The extra space makes a great difference 
to all the hall’s users. Financially we balanced 
the books and the costs with a £5612.43 
payment from Village Hall funds.  
 At present we have a total of about £5000 
over all our accounts. We hope in due course to 
buy better, and lighter, chairs and tables but this 
will require more fund raising. 
 Our bookings for the hall are fairly 
consistent though non resident booking were 
slightly down. Hopefully these will improve now 
that we have our new facilities. We have 
increased costs for electricity, water rates and 
insurance - £650 over six months, which also 
includes some extra fire precautions. We will be 
considering increasing the letting rates in the 
autumn. 
 Otherwise the general running of the hall is 
uneventful.  Again thank you for the support 
from the Parish Council 

Gill Cruickshank 
Chair of Tuddenham Village Hall Management 

Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Di and Dave have moved into Well 
Cottage. I will interview them for the next 
issue. You may have heard her warm 
American speech patterns! 

The Tattler Quiz  
was a great success this year 
after a wobbly start. I was so 
worried we would not have 
enough people taking part I miss 
counted and ended up with 
insufficient tables set up! Still, 
thanks to the Jennings family 
being patient while we arranged 
things, we managed and the 
evening went well. We raised 
around £400 with £122 going to 
the Children’s Hospice from the 
raffle. Our thanks, as ever, to 
Jackie and David Lugo as well 
as to Tony and Elaine French 
for their support and help.  
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The next Tattler is out in May. 
Please email me on 

editor@tuddenhamtattler.com 
Or ring 785588 

Or call at 5, The Granaries to get in print. 

 As your Village 
Representative I sauntered down 
to The Fountain today and was 
rewarded with a wonderful cup of 
coffee - their machine grinds the 
beans for an individual cup, and 
pushes some filtered water 
through the crushed beans at a 
constant temperature for a 
perfect, fresh cup every time. 
That is what Charles said and it 
is certainly what I got, so I 
recommend the coffee.  
 However, before I got round 
to interviewing the new owners I 
had a chat with Denny Thick, 
erstwhile Tuddenham resident 
who introduced me to the “Lions 
Emergency Pot.” You fill in your 
details on the form and put it in 
your fridge with a sticker on the 
outside of the fridge. That way, if 
you are taken ill the emergency 
crew will know your medical 
history, who to call, and other 
essential details. Denny 
promised me a supply of pots so 
do call 785588 for your fridge pot 
- they have already saved lives! 

Tuddenham Village 
Church Fete  

 
Saturday, 10th June 

At 2.00 pm 
Poplar Farm 

 
Martlesham Brass Band, Pony 
Trap and Pony rides, Games, 
Coconut Shy, Tombola, Grand 

Draw, Children’s Play Area, Stalls : 
Cakes, Plants, White Elephant, 

China, Accessories, D.I.Y., Books, 
Toys, Teas and Ices. 

 
Entrance 50p, children free 

 Our congratulations  
 

to Libby and Martin Page on the birth 
of Annabel Beatrice Grace, on 26th 
January. Annabel weighed in at a 

healthy 9lb 4 
oz, a new 
sister for 
Lucy. 


