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 It is “Panto-time” 
again and it hardly 
seems five minutes 
since the boards were 
last trod. The auditions 
are at Monica’s house 
(Poplar Farm) on 
Wednesday, 16th 
November at 7.45 pm. 
 You might be 
wondering why anyone 
would volunteer. Certainly 
not you, huh? Well this is 
the chance of a lifetime to 
get to know other village 
residents - intimately! A 
chance to have great fun, 
pull as a team, and add a 
skill to your bow. Everyone in these 
productions is amateur. You could get a 
part or play your part backstage. Make up, 
lighting, scenery, teas on the night, 
helping the youngsters, music, costumes. 
What do you fancy? Call Monica on 
785272 for details or just turn up for the 
auditions and ride the wave! The only 
thing you need is a sense of humour. 

 
 

Please contact me on 785588 with 
your photos and stories! 

The Village Hall is all done now and receiving visitors. Well 
done to everyone who brought the project to such a 

satisfactory finish! 
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 Have you visited Tuddenham Village Hall on 
a Wednesday morning recently? It is a hive of 
activity with the Toddlers’ Group first and the 
Over 50’s Exercise next. Something for all ages, 

eh? I have tried both recently - I had no toddler but was welcomed and much the 
same at the exercises though I am NOT over 50…! The toddler group were 
drawing shapes round each other when I visited as well as making 
things with play dough. The exercisers were doing luscious lunges and 
had funny feet. Either way it brought smiles to faces and they left 
happy. If you want to join in just turn up at 9.30 with a child or at 11.45 

with an attitude! 

CALENDAR  
 
 If you want the new lay out 
Tuddenham Tattler Calendar for 2006 
please place an order as soon as 
possible. These are £7 with a pound 

going to the Village 
Hall Extension Fund 
and the rest of the 
profits supporting The 
Tuddenham Tattler for 
next year. Ring 785588 
to secure your copy. 
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 Vet Surgery -  
 

Hartree Way,  
Grange Farm, Kesgrave 

 

For all enquiries  
a 01473 333677 

 
www.orwellvets.co.uk 



www.tuddenhamtattler.com  Page 3 November‘05 

��������	�
����
���	� �

��������������
��
�����������
��� ����������������������������
� ���!�
����
�� �
���	� ����
��
� �����
����
���	����"����"���������� �#�������������
����$�
�������	�������"�%���	��
	��
&����������������""����� �
'��#���	��������"��������������"�������	���(�)����� ������������"�����
��#(����	�
	�����	����"����"���#��*�����
	�	����	����	�
������ 	������	��� ��#������#���������
� �����		�$�#�������
+����������������
�
��
#����� �
, ���	�����"������ ��	
����(�-�������	������
��#���$ 	������� ������
�����
���
�� ��#��
#���� ��	
������������ ���$��$������
� 
����
.�� ����������������� ���	�����
���� �	����
�""������� �
/������������������������	���""������������	������� 
#0	�������� � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � ������� �

Dear Editor, 

 I was pleased to see my letter in print about the 
speed of vehicles in the village.  Various people 
commented on it to me which is good. 

  I am writing to you this time but I'm not sure if its 
something you could get involved in.  As I said before I 
live on High Street, Tuddenham, and like to park 
outside my own house where possible.  Over the last 
few months I have had trouble with my wing mirror on 
the passenger side.  I have come out in the morning 
and found the plastic back of the mirror on the road or 
on the path or just near the car.  This has happened 
several times, at least 5 times and again this 
morning.  I don't like to accuse but its not the best 
fitting mirror but to take it off it needs to be physically 
pulled off.  If its someone walking by and knocked it I 
am sure it would not keep happening.  I drive a 
Landrover Freelander so the mirrors are larger than 
those for some vehicles but I am very aware of people 
walking by with room to get past, and in my opinion 
there is always enough room without touching other 
people’s property. 

  Is this something that you would consider 
reporting on in the Tattler?  It doesn't necessarily to 
come from me personally but just something to make 
people aware of? 

 Thanks Caroline 

New Baby in 
Tuddenham 

 
 Congratulations to Mike 
and Kim Vonk on the birth of 
their second son, Sean, brother 
to James.  
 Sean Michael was born on 
29th October at 3.35 am and 
weighed in at a very healthy  
8 lbs 12 oz. Our best wishes to 
the proud parents as well as to 
James who is “Big Brother” 
now! 
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Photos of kite flying in Tuddenham St. Martin, taken on 28th September, 2005.  

5.3 Mega Pixel Polaroid Camera hanging 
on a balanced platform responding to the 
remote control on land.  

Peter (left) and Norman complete with Kiting 
jacket and hats! 

The trolley with winch and 
legs through which pins 
were hammered to 
stabilize the structure 
against the pull of the 
wind on the kite. 

13 November is the next club kiting event on 
Rougham Airfield and the International event 

is on 20 - 21st May, 2006. Log on to 
www.skfc.co.uk to find out more. 
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 In September you may have 
noticed a huge kite in the Tuddenham 
skies. It all started several months 
earlier.  I met a man (not in a pub!) 
who told me of his time as a 
photographer for the R.A.F. and how 
this, combined with his skills in 
engineering, had led to a hobby of 
kiting. Not just flying a kite but also 
taking photographs using a camera 
hanging below the kite. As Village 
Recorder I was hooked and invited 
Norman Cotterell to “play” in 
Tuddenham. 
 
 So one sunny, and somewhat 
windy, day I met Norman outside The 
Fountain. We headed up to the field 
on the bend of the Ipswich Road with 
Peter, his colleague. We used a little 
trolley to take the kite and winch over 
to the field along with the remote 
control, camera and other equipment. 
This was no toy kite but rather a 
fifteen by seven foot “parasled kite” 
whose pull was such that it required a 
heavy weight to prevent the thing from 
taking off - in this case I was 
volunteered to stand on the base as 
the heaviest thing around! The photo 
opposite shows the kite 
about to be lifted with its 
carrier bag lying on the floor 
below. Once it took off this 
also went up and can be 
seen below the kite on the 
bottom photo. The kite went 
up 200 feet and then a 
camera was sent up the line 
(apparently kite flyers do not 
call them ropes) and 
Norman used his remote 
control to take photos. He 
had the camera set to flash 

every time it worked to allow us to see it 
take. The camera was then lowered 
allowing us to check on progress and 
adjusted before being raised again for a 
further try.   
 
 Peter and Norman belong to 
several Kite Flying Clubs and founded 
the Suffolk one. There is an 
International Festival in May if anyone 
would like to know more or you could 
contact Suffolkkiteflyers.com. 
 A while after our exciting work I 
received a letter with several photos 
Norman had printed out from the day. 
He wrote of his disappointment - the 
wind was too gusty so the camera 
swung around too much. We are 
hoping to get together for another try 
but I thought you might find the result 
shown below rather interesting - a great 
result if you ask me!  
 
 So thanks to Peter and Norman for 
their efforts and we look forward to the 
next flyng session. My best wishes to 
Norman’s wife who has been poorly 
and also thanks to David Lugo for 
allowing us to use his field. 

Tuddenham Recorder. 



www.tuddenhamtattler.com  Page 6 November‘05 

Parish Council Meeting  
 
 Several planning matters were 
discussed. The detailed plans for 13, 
Keightley Way have been turned down as 
have the plans for Hill Top, Westerfield 
Lane. The Council's concern about 
provision of adequate car parking for the 
envisaged increase in trade at The 
Fountain Inn was covered while talking 
about the proposed changes including an 
approximately  50% increase in the size of 
the dining area. The proposed 
development between Rivendell and Oak 
Cottage was discussed at length. 
Objections included the increase from 6 to 
10 houses on the site, concern over the 
demolition of Oak Cottage, the danger of 
access and lack of pavement, inadequate 
parking provision, and the poor service 
road. The Council have written on behalf of 
the village. The next meeting will 
be on Tuesday, 6th December, at 
7.30 pm. 

Tattler Sale  
 

 So sorry to have advertised 
this event then let you all down 
but life took over and I simply 
did not have the time to make it 
happen. I hope to rearrange the 
sale for the Spring so please do 
keep all those items you think 
we could sell. I will keep you 
posted in a future issue. 

 Last weekend we drove 
down to Devon to see Ralph 
Taylor, previous owner of 
Pear Tree Cottage in 
Tuddenham, husband to 
Margaret. He has been very 
poorly and is in Axminster 
Hospital. Please contact 
editor on 785588 for more 
details. We send  
our best wishes  
to Ralph and the  
family through  
this difficult time. 

 This photo of 
Ralph Taylor was 
taken at Lyme 
Regis last year. Our 
thanks go to the 
family for 
welcoming us this 
weekend and 
feeding us royally. 

Birthday 
greeting 

to James 
Burn, William 

Jennings, 
Sam and Ben 

Woods, 
Daniel Rose, 
James Vonk, 
Ralph Taylor 
and Howard 

Weller. 
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 Hi!  Has summer gone at last?  Difficult to say with the reasonable temperatures we 
are having, despite the rain. It seems an age since the last edition, which was late 
September. 
 
 The Flower Festival was a successful weekend, when just on £600 was raised from 
donations in the glass jars and from the tea-tent. The church was beautifully decorated 
and the gifts of foodstuff at the Harvest Festival service on the Sunday morning and the 
produce used in the floral displays was delivered to West Villa on the Monday morning, 
where it was warmly received. The next fund raising event will be Gift Day - even as this 
goes to print the advice notes could be coming through your door! Needless to say, we 
look forward, as ever, to your support. 
 
 It seems early to be talking of Christmas, but prudent to mention the services 
available to you over the festive period. There will obviously be no carol service at The 
Fountain this year (or ever again if not a 'pub'), so you may wish to bring the family to the 
carol service in the church at 1830 hours on the 18th December. This will be a traditional 
service of Nine Lessons and Carols, so volunteers for readings can ring me (785296) 
anytime from now - don't be shy! There will be the usual Children's' Service at 1530 
hours on Christmas Eve, as ever organised by Rev Alan and Catherine Forsdike and 
always enjoyed by children up to 70+ ! Also on Christmas Eve  at 2330 hours, a Watch 
night Service conducted by the Rev.s Sam and Alan. On Christmas Day in the morning, 
at 0930 hours there will be a Family Service. 
 In the run up to Christmas there will be Advent talks in Westerfield Church Room, 
one around lunch time and one in the evening. The days and times will be published in 
the Pew Sheets, so if you are interested but do not attend services, this info can be 
found by taking a Pew Sheet from the sleeve on the church door. 
 
 Services continue as usual at 0930 each Sunday morning to which all are welcome, 
and bear in mind there is a Sunday School for the children - they leave the adults at the 
start of the sermon until after the offertory hymn. The only Sunday this does not happen 
is Family Service on the second Sunday each month, when they are involved in the 
service. Also on this Sunday  at  1900 hours is Time for God, a service of song and 
prayer conducted by a small, very dedicated team of ladies. It is a good experience to 
try. 
 Floodlight sponsorship still needs you! Light up the church for your special 
occasion, at the (still) bargain price of £5.00 per weekend. This can be arranged by 
phoning Jim on 785296. The Rev Sam  visits in the village on the Thursday after the 
fourth Sunday each month. If you wish him to call on you for Home Communion or just a 
chat this can be arranged by phoning Jim on 785296, or Monica on 785272 , or Rev 
Sam on  254483 at the Rectory. 
 
 Think that's all for now, other than our usual Thank You for your continuing support. 
God Bless You and Yours.                                                     JimP - 02.11.2005    
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“Sing us some songs from 
around the world,” the 
organisers said. That was 
the challenge given to 
“adhoctet” by the 
Tuddenham Church Flower 
Festival committee. The 
flowers represented 
“Harvest around the World” 
so why not match the 
flowers there with the 
concert? That caused some 
searching through the 
repertoire.  

 Newly ordained 
choral founder and 
leader Alan Forsdike 
swapped his “dog-collar” for a 
bright waistcoat and led the 
singers and audience around the 
globe. It all started off easily; some 
folk songs from around the British 
Isles and some African American 
spirituals. Soloists brought 
beautiful straight songs in French 
and Italian, co-founder Stephen 
Harvey lowered the 
tone with the hilarious 
Tom Lehrer American 
classic “Poisoning 
Pigeons in the 
Park” (which delighted 
the farmers and 
gardeners!) and then 
the connections got a 
little tenuous. 
Representing Australia 
with “Somewhere Over 
the Rainbow” really 
stretched a point but 
then it does come from 
“The Wizard of Oz!!” 

Even excellent accompanist Nigel 
Riley got in on the act playing the 
Maple Leaf Rag representing Canada. 
Alan & Catherine Forsdike 
represented Africa with Flanders and 
Swann’s tale of the over-keen and 
over-dressed “Warthog” and Alan 
slipped in Portugal with “Have Some 
Madeira M’dear”.  

THE FLOWER FESTIVAL  
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Aluminium cans can be 
delivered to David Lugo at his 
house. He takes them to be 
recycled and the funds raised 
go towards the  
Village Hall  
extension Fund.  

  Thanks! 

 Recycling Dates  
 in Tuddenham  
 
 The next few “recycling days” are 
16th  and 30th November, 14th & 28th 
December.  There is a paper bank in the 
Fountain car park. Clothes and shoe 
bins are available in Sainsbury's car 
park, Hadleigh Road.  

 

 The versatility of the singers shone 
through a varied and entertaining 
programme well received by a capacity 
audience. Despite the hardness of the 
seats, they encouraged more music and 
then fell upon the wine and nibbles 
provided by the ladies who had already 
worked hard in lunches and teas that 
day. Not only 
did everyone 
have good fun 
but a goodly 
sum was raised 
towards church 
funds. If you 
missed 
“adhoctet” this 
time, don’t next 
time!  

Anon  

 This lovely flower display around the 
memorial plaque to those who fell in the 
two world wars reminds us that this 
weekend is for them. If you know any of 
their personal stories I would love to hear 
from you. Their sacrifice allowed us the 
freedom to live in here and enjoy the 
crisp, blue skied Autumn days that 
Tuddenham offers. Thank you! 

Tuddenham Chapel 
 

Tuddenham 
Chapel 

congregation left 
the Chapel with more purpose 

than normal recently, heading for 
a shared meal at Waldringfield 

Golf Club. 23 happy diners 
enjoyed good food and pleasant 

chat. Thanks go to Beryl and 
Terry Green for organising this 

event as well as talking about the 
next one! 

Please ring 785588  
to order your 

Tuddenham Tattler 
calendar! 
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T.A.D.P.O.L.E.S. 
 
 It hardly seems possible that 
this year’s pantomime, Snow White, 
will be our 20th production. For 
those of you new to the village, the 
pantomime group was formed as a 
means of social contact. We called 
ourselves TADPOLES – 
Tuddenham Amateur Dramatic 
People Of Little Experience – 
because that is what we were. Very 
few of the original group had any 
stage experience, but as our main 
intention was to have some fun and 
get to know each other, it didn’t 
seem to matter. Over the years we 
have endeavoured to recruit at least 
one new face every year, and when 
casting, we always try and ring the 
changes. We have had numerous 
children join the dancing troupe and 
the fun they get out of it has been 
one of the main reasons for our 
continued existence. 
With the new village hall extension 
and the permanent stage, this year 
will bring new challenges and 
opportunities, so why not think 
about joining us. Auditions are on 
Wednesday 16th November 
7.45p.m. at Poplar Farm with three 
more rehearsals before Christmas. 
We then take a seasonal break and 
start back in earnest on 3rd Jan. with 
the production in half-term week, 
16th – 18th Feb. It’s a relatively short 
season and a good way of 
occupying those quiet cold weeks in 
the New Year as well as a great 
way of getting to know people. 
                                                                                                 
Monica Pipe   785272 

Dear Editor, 
The main purpose of my writing is to say 
thank you to the people of Tuddenham 
and beyond for giving Elaine and I such a 
wonderful ‘send off’ on the 17th 
September. 
 
Having been asked to attend a Harvest 
Supper, to be honest it seemed to us to 
be a perfect opportunity to say thank you 
to the chapel folk and a few others, but 
when we arrived at the village hall and 
there was only one place to park our car - 
outside the main door - we felt rather 
nervous.  The reception was, to say the 
least, overwhelming, and we would like to 
express our grateful thanks for your love 
and generosity.  Our family, who were 
kindly invited, could not believe what was 
happening - neither could we!  From our 
perspective, to have been in Tuddenham 
for over seventeen years and part of that 
special community, was our privilege.  I 
think it was obvious who the main 
organisers of the event were, but because 
with any event such as this so many 
people do something that contributes to 
the whole, our ‘thank you’s cover 
everyone who helped and also all who 
attended. 
 
Having come from a town situation those 
years ago, village life proved to be so 
different … like a large family!  People 
knew each other.  Village organisations 
and events brought people together and a 
real sense of community existed.  
Perhaps because of the nature of a 
Pastor’s job, we were able to be more 
intimately involved in people’s lives – 
often in those sad and difficult times when 
there were no easy answers – only to be 
available – but also thankfully those 
special and good times in which we were 
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privileged to share. 
Life of course brings these kind of 
experiences to us all.  While we were in 
Tuddenham both our mothers died, but 
also both our youngsters were married 
and four grandsons arrived.  One thing I 
will never forget, of course, is major 
surgery and six months off work, and 
your overwhelming kindness to us both.  
So many cards and good wishes.  I 
learned a tremendous lot in that time. 
 
A little known embarrassing incident 
happened to me one morning and I was 
thankful it never made Tattler headlines.  
At the rear of our cottage over the road, I 
climbed up a ladder on to the roof for 
inspection purposes, and to my horror the 
ladder slipped.  There was nobody 
around so I climbed to the top of the roof 
overlooking the road.  I shouted to 
workmen up the hill to no avail, and then 
they disappeared.  Rather than end up in 
hospital again by attempting a ‘spider 
man’ stunt, I settled down on the top of 
the roof.  Finally Sandy from the School 
House appeared in the distance and my 
frantic calls were heard.  She came 
running, put the ladder up and very 
gratefully I descended.  A hug from her 
was obviously because of the sheer look 
of relief on my face.  I am still grateful 
Sandy. 
 
I think we all feel that Tuddenham is a 
beautiful village, although I don’t 
recommend it viewed from the top of the 
roof,  over the past few years we have 
appreciated, I am sure, the Tattler 
calendar, but never so much as since we 
have been away.  To turn over from 
September to October and find a picture 
of our chapel just as we will always 
remember it, was lovely, and as we 

proceed through the years, 
hopefully, photos will remind us of 
places and people, of whom we are 
very fond. 
 
We have settled down in Beccles 
and are attending St Luke’s C of E 
Church.  It is within walking distance 
of where we live.  The people have 
given us a really warm welcome and 
we are very happy. 
 
May I say that leading Sunday 
worship at the chapel was a great 
privilege, and we also appreciated 
our links with Sam and the St 
Martin’s folk. 
 
We look back with fond memories on 
the Alpha Course that we ran in our 
home.  Over fourteen weeks people 
bonded in stimulating fellowship and 
lively discussion. Sharing a meal 
together was a helpful base from 
which to begin. 
 
The issues we discussed are very 
important, I feel, eg What is the point 
to life?  What happens when we die?  
Who is Jesus?  What relevance does 
He have to our lives today?  … and 
many more.  Big issues that need 
answers or at least some serious 
thought.  After a further seventeen 
years of my life my opinions haven’t 
altered. 
 
All that you have given to Elaine and 
me over the years has been a bonus 
and we have wonderful memories 
we will never forget.  I must stop.  
This has been too long.  Please 
forgive me.  Thanks for everything. 

Tony French 
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VILLAGE HALL  
 

 Village Hall bookings are 
through Arthur Jackson at Ivy 
House, Tuddenham or on 785984.  

The next Tattler is out in December 
Please email me on 

editor@tuddenhamtattler.com 
Or ring 785588 

Or call at 5, The Granaries to get in print. 

W.I. News  
 
 The December 
meeting is on the 13th 
and will be at 7.30 pm. 

All residents are welcome. Please 
contact Dymphna Jackson, the 
secretary, on 785984 for details. 
 Congratulations to Rosemary 
Digby on winning a W.I. Golf 
Trophy, presented to her this week. 

LITTER HOTLINE 
01394 444000 

This number is for full litter 
bins, or fly tipping problems 
as well as for collection of 

bulky items from your home 
and pest control. 

Exercise Class  
 
 The new time is 11.45 on 
Wednesdays in the 
village hall and all are 
welcome. No need to 
book; just turn up for a 
warm welcome, some 
good fun and a fit physique! If you 
want a yoga class in Tuddenham 
ring 785588 or email... 

 Thank you to all who came, 
or helped, at Tony and Elaine’s 
farewell event. We really 
appreciated all your love and 
support shown to Tony and 
Elaine. Also a big thank you to the 
person who made an anonymous 
gift of £100 directly to our CAF 
bank account. 
 
 We continue to meet on 
Sundays at 11 o’clock and would 
invite you to join us. You will be 
warmly welcomed. Sunday Club 
also continues and any child aged 
five or over would be very 
welcomed. We look forward to 
seeing you. 
   
 Chapel contacts are John 
Banks on 462523 and Roger on 
741884 
      Roger 

Library Services 
 
 Your local library in Ipswich is newly 
refurbished with tea and coffee facilities, 
lots of new computers and a large range 
of books, music, films and other items to 
borrow. The village also has a mobile 
library that calls at the Fountain Car 
Park on a Monday afternoon. If you are 
house bound call Ipswich Library to 
organise a free service where books are 
delivered to the house every fortnight. 


