Issue No 102

May. 2003

Janet
Welham
called me to see this,
their first born calf on the
farm for thirty five years,
and my camera came in
useful. Lizzie came as a
surprise addition to their
purchase
of
beef
fattening cattle. Her
Mum, Beth, was only 17
months old and Lizzie
was born on 27.04.03.
So Manor Farm got a
“Buy one, get one free”
offer like at Sainsbury’s!
Thanks to our IT Girl for
her help with the photo.
New born calf, Lizzie with her mum, Beth,
The Police came to
at Manor Farm
Tuddenham last Friday
with their Mobile Station
and Elizabeth Gunn tells me that a number of people made use of the service
talking about various matters. They had several items for sale—Elizabeth bought
a shed or garage alarm protector and an emergency data link box giving details
of next of kin, drugs, allergies, etc for use when someone in unconscious. This
Mobile Police Station is to call at Tuddenham again on Friday, 13th June
and 11th July from 1.30-3.30 pm. Do use
this service or lose it! Elizabeth pointed out
Inside This Issue
that the more we have uniformed officers
around the better!
Parish Council
Page 3,
If you have not already attended you
11 & 15
might like to call at the Northern Fringe
Safari Supper
Page 5
consultation event at Westerfield Village
Hall on Saturday, 31st May from 2 till 4
Bowls
Page 6
pm. Voice your concerns and get answers to
&7
your questions. Otherwise call 020 7637
0057 or visit “www.urbaneye.co.uk”.
Parish Plan
Page 15

See you at the fete on 7th June!

Gas Survey
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W.I. News
Firstly, I would like to
thank all our neighbours and
friends who supported our
“Soup and Sweet” day in April. We were
also helped with the ingredients and
cooking by people who were not able to
be there on the day. 71 were served and, I
hope, left feeling well fed, if not over laden
with calories, and as a result we have
been able to make a respectable donation
to the Suffolk Accident Rescue Services
as well as keep our treasurer happy for
another year.
You may have read in the press of
“the pots in the fridge that could save
lives”. Data link, which is being introduced
across the county by the Suffolk
Neighbourhood Watch Association, gives
emergency service personnel access to a
victim’s personal information by simply
guiding them to a plastic pot in the fridge.
We have already given some away but if
anyone would like one, or knows
someone who might benefit, please
contact a W.I. Member.
At the time of writing we have just
had our May meeting with a speaker from
“All Fired Up”, a ceramics café in Ipswich,
and many of us are now “fired up” to have
a go at designing and painting a ceramic
piece of our own. A very relaxing and
stress free way to spend a few hours.
We are now looking forward to our
June Garden Meeting to explore the ever
increasing delights of the garden of the
Old School House, always at the mercy of
the weather of course, but we manage to
have fun, even in the rain!
As ever, anyone interested is
welcome to join the W.I. Or just come as a
visitor and try it!!
Cherrie Starling
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International East Anglian
Summer Music Festival
On their 25th anniversary
the Old School in Hadleigh are
offering a feast of concerts in
the afternoons and evenings of
July and August. There are
supper concerts with a licensed
bar, morning concerts with
kaffee and kuchen, piano
master classes, and much
more.
Tickets range from £5 - £13.
Call 822596 for details.

AVON REPS CALLING!
The
Tuddenham,
Westerfield and Witnesham
areas are in need of new
representatives. If you are
interested please call Sam
(female!) on (01473) 830873.

OPEN STUDIOS
Over 135 artists are taking part in
June from 11-5 on weekends showing
architecture, ceramics, sculpture, tiles,
drawing, glass, painting, photography,
weaving, textiles and much more.
How about looking in on Julia
Hestletine in Tuddenham? She intends
to offer refreshments as well as a tour of
her studio on 14/15 and 21/22 June.
Pick up a brochure in
tourist information,
Ipswich.

Ring (01394) 382235
for details or view
“www.
suffolkopenstudios.co.uk”
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IT Girl’s Utterances…

Chairman’s Report to
Parish Meeting
The past year has been a
relatively quiet one for the Parish
however the year started with the
introduction of the new Local
Government Act registration of
interests of members. This
imposition on us, to my mind,
may cause some people to
hesitate to come forward when
we are seeking new members,
and bearing in mind the level of
expenditure we are handling, is
just one more act of bureaucracy
and expense we could do without.
We continue to consider local
planning applications, which this
year included an application to
relax the agricultural occupancy
condition relating to The
Readings. This was turned down
by the planning committee and is
now going to appeal.
Highway matters continue to
cause concern, whether relating
to speed of traffic or condition of
the highway surface. We pursue
these matters vigorously on a
regular basis but in the case of a
major resurfacing of the road
through the village the prospects
are not very encouraging.
During the year we have
provided financial support to the
PCC as a contribution towards
the upkeep of the Churchyard,
the Village Hall Committee for
general repairs and maintenance,
and the Tuddenham Play
Association for rent and the
acquisition of additional play
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itgirl@tuddenhamtattler.com
kttsm@hotmail.com

1.

2.

3.
4.

http://www.cockeyed.com/inside/
howmuchinside.html
How much is inside a pumpkin? Well this
site will tell you!
http://www.spamgourmet.com/
Create an email address that will self
destruct after a couple of days to delete junk
mail!!
http://www.mirrorproject.com/
A site dedicated to photos using mirrors
http://www.uebersetzung.at/twister/en.htm
tongue twisters!

Summer has come again! Time for me to run off
and dance with the rabbits….. IT Girl

equipment. Overall we have managed to
maintain the precept unchanged for another
year.
Thanks to the efforts of Philip Harvey
and others we now have a leaflet explaining
the origins of our village sign and these
have been distributed in various parts of the
village including the pub, Chapel and
Church. If you have not seen the leaflet I
recommend it to you as an interesting read.
Finally, we said farewell to Nancy
Pitcher after over thirty years as a Councillor
and marked this with a small presentation to
her in appreciation of her contribution to the
Council over so many years. Unfortunately
Robert Buxton, who replaced Nancy, is
moving out of the area and has resigned,
leaving us with a vacancy to fill. I thank him
for his contribution and wish him well in his
new job. May I finish by thanking my fellow
councillors for their support and contribution
over the year and not forgetting our Parish
Clerk, Arthur Jackson, who is not only
long suffering but also highly efficient.
Bill Pipe, Chairman P.C.
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Neighbourhood Watch
Please contact your
area representative directly or
Watch coordinator, John Lambert
at
Larks’
Hill,
(785248) if you are
a wa r e
of
an y
s u s p i c i o u s
happenings.
Harrison drape curtain rail with runners
and fixings nearly brand new needs kind
loving home 66 1/2 inches (169 cms)
long
FREE please contact 785803
Typewriter (electronic)
Brother Ax-110 excellent
working order
£20 o.n.o.
please contact 785803

Aluminium cans can be delivered
to David Lugo at his house. He
takes them to be recycled and the
funds
raised
go
towards a village
group such as the
Toddlers.

Thanks!

The Tattler is always
interested in your stories
of the present or the past
as well as drawings and
photos. Please contact
the editor on 785588 .
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Tuddenham
Church Fete
Saturday
7th June
2.00 pm
Poplar Farm
Usual stalls, games, draw,
tombola, teas and ices.
Martlesham Youth Band, Bouncy
Castle, courtesy of The
Fountain, and pony rides.
Admission 50p, children free.

Tuddenham
Church Fete
The Fete organisers are looking
for help. Do you have anything they
could sell on the White Elephant stall;
cakes, books, china, glass, toys,
plants, produce, prizes or nearly
new? How about running a stall?
Fancy setting up any games or
competitions?
Please contact Gill at The Old
Vicarage or ring 785415. Either leave
things at the Old Vicarage or ring for
them to be collected.
Thank you for all offers of help!

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
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YOU ARE INVITED TO A

GARDEN PARTY
AT

Barbara and Gary’s, High View, Tuddenham Lane, Witnesham, Ipswich, IP6 9HL.
Saturday June 21st.
10.30 am – 4 pm.
£1. admission for RCA. (Children free)
We have a child friendly 3 acres of meadow in the Fynn Valley.
There is a pond, a stream, wild flowers, brambles and room for ball games.
Coffee, lunch and strawberry teas served.
Lucky dip, stalls, wander or just sit.
Cake competition for ‘The most Popular Cake’.
Entry fee – your cake. Judges – our guests.
Prize – Bottle of Romanian ‘Champagne’.
All proceeds towards the apartment for semi-independent living for the orphans in Pascani, Romania.

Telephone 01473 785206.

Saturday 21st June
Back by popular request for the eleventh time! If you are new to the village do
consider joining in. Usually there are 50–60 participating, so it’s a really good way to
get to know people. It works like this: You equip yourself with torch, liquid
refreshments and £5 and set off on foot for your first course venue, where there will
usually be 6–8 of you. There you will be relieved of your £5 and after being fed will
receive details of your next stop, often 8–10 people. You move on for pudding where
numbers increase again and then everyone descends on one house for coffee. Those
hosting are given a budget and any money raised will go to the Hospice. For it to work
well, we need lots of volunteers for hosting, usually around 20 venues.
If you would like to join in please complete the form below and return it to me at
Poplar Farm (785272). If you volunteer to host I will obviously be in touch
beforehand, otherwise venue details are usually delivered on the day.
Monica Pipe

…………………………………………….………………………………………………………….
Name ………………………………………………………
Tel. No. ……………………………………………………
I/We would like to come to the Safari Supper.
I/We would be happy to host one of the courses.
Any special dietary needs ……………………………………………………………
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The team went into the winter league with high hopes after the success of the
last few seasons, but it was not to be. We finished 5th in Division 1 East, our lowest
position for several years, we were knocked out of the Joe Rice cup in the first round
after getting to the final last year. The only consolation in this is that 1st round losers
go into the Chairman’s Plate and we managed to get to the semi-finals in this
competition. The team is now into the summer campaign, we have finished 1st or 2nd
in this league since we have entered, so fingers crossed.
On the domestic front as a club we have had a great year with new members
joining, one of the
few clubs with an
i n c r e a s e d
membership, we would
like to see a few
more Tuddenham folk
join, so come on
you locals and give it a
try,
Monday
evenings is club night,
6.30 pm start. In
January we had our
annual Christmas
dinner, this year it was
held at the Ufford
Crown, the evening was
a great success
enjoyed by every one,
the
food
was
excellent, proper English
fare. Unfortunately
it could not be enjoyed
by our chairman
and treasurer, Ray and
Margaret Soames,
as they decided they
would rather be in
Australia with some of
their family. I really cannot think why!
Throughout the winter the club has its own competitions. There are three of these;
the singles, the club pairs, where the members pick partners, and the pot-luck pairs
where partners are drawn, this always throws up some interesting combinations and
great fun is had by all. The Singles competition was won by Joyce Cable, Joyce has
played well all season and was a worthy winner, well done Joyce it’s nice to see a
new name on the trophy. The victors in the Club Pairs were Sophia and Bill Sykes,
again worthy winners from stalwart members of the club. Victory in the Pot-Luck
pairs went to Sophia Sykes and Melvyn Green, what can I say? Thanks for letting the
captain win something!
The biggest disappointment must have been for Jim and Peggy Ward, our Bealings
branch, although to their credit they did not show it, Jim reached all three finals and
was runner-up in all three competitions, and Peggy did the same in two. Not to get
their hands on any of the trophies is really unlucky.
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

The Annual presentation night was, as
usual, held in the village hall. Again the
evening was a great success; the buffet
meal was really special and went a long
way to make the evening.
The
presentations were made by our chairman
Ray, as Tony and Cherie were otherwise
engaged and had to cancel. To round off
the evening we had a quiz or two, then we
really went mad and had bingo, we know
how to live, good fun, good people, good
club.
Finally at the end of the bowls year we
had the AGM, the committee remains
basically the same, just a bit of musical
chairs and the addition of one new member,
it is as follows, Chairman (as before) Ray
Soames; Treasurer (was secretary) Peter
woods; Secretary (was captain) Melvyn
Green; Captain (was Vice captain) Keith Hull;
Vice Captain (new committee member) Brian
Rose; Catering (Was treasurer) Margaret
Soames; Club caretaker and tea boy Dick
Sawyer (as before).
Melvyn Green (Captain, retired
gracefully)

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSING
Facial and head
massage
Cleansing and toning
Phone 785467 for a total
“pick
me
up”
Thanks to my
mystery
cauliflower caller,
otherwise known
as Ted Frost. Most
welcome!
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Hello! We are now one month into our new Church year, and experiencing funny
old weather - rain and sunshine, cold and hot - the old adage of ' If it's nice take your
umbrella, if it's wet, suit yourself' certainly remains relevant!
Services continue to be held at 0930 hours each Sunday, and we look forward to
seeing old (familiar!) faces and welcome any new faces, on-

First Sunday :
Second Sunday :
Third Sunday :
Fourth Sunday :
Fifth Sunday :

0930 - Holy Communion
0930 - Family Service
0930 - Holy Communion
0800 - Holy Communion
0930 - Morning Prayer
Benefice Service - Time and Venue to be advised.

On the 18th May a combined ' Church and Chapel' Service was held in the Chapel
and conducted by Tony and Sam. There was the usual aura of love and fellowship to be
felt, and the new seating arrangement broadened ones outlook. The next joint service is
(currently) the last Sunday in October, the morning after the clocks go back to GMT!
The Church Village Fete is nearly upon us - Saturday 7th June at Poplar Farm - so
make sure you come along (complete with spending money) to join in the fun, music
and the chance to win a raffle prize - teas and ice cream can alleviate the tiredness of
the hot and sunny afternoon which has been requested! See you there!
Floodlighting Sponsorship is still available at the rate of £5 per weekend, or £5
for a Special Occasion weeknight. Bookings can be made with Jim Punton at
'Camforth', Westerfield lane (tel: 785296) or with John Arthur at 'Worley Cottage'.
The Rev Sam Cowley continues to be 'Visible' on the last Thursday of each
month, and any requests for Sam to call on you for a natter or other matter can be made
through the writer (785296) or to Sam direct.

Tuddenham
Church Fete
Saturday
7th June
2.00 pm
Poplar Farm

Thank you all for your continued support.
God Bless You and Yours.
JimP.26.05.2003
Happy birthday to
Jack White in
Bridge End
Cottage!
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Dear friends and Panto phobics…..
It seemed best to wait to say ‘thank you’ for the TADPOLE’s wonderful gift of £350.00
towards our project with some of Romania’s orphans, so we could tell you what we spent it on.
Well….. was it the Holiday School at a camp in the forest, where among other things Gary
taught 30 of the children to at least Stage 1 of Computer Literacy, some to Stage 3? Or was it
towards the deposit on the apartment we found to buy which will soon, God willing, be ‘home’
to six of the children, with a house mother? Or was it the wood panelling to enhance and
protect the walls of Gulliver House HIV unit, where 50 children, some severely and increasingly
handicapped, some bright and full of fun, live? Or was it…?
Anyway, a great time was had by all, and one of the highlights was the volunteers’, both
Romanian and British, production of ‘Cinderella’, in both languages. Yes, 6ft. 5ins John and 14
stone Florin were the ugly sisters. I, Barbara, managed to cop out and was director. (Ha Ha Ha)
We have never seen the children laugh so much at our nonsense, and a by-product was that we
felt that at last, after 13 years, we could really feel that we and the Romanian staff had become
a team.
So ‘Thanks’ to ‘Cinderella 2003’, all the players, and you the audience, without whom we’d all feel
even sillier.
Barbara and Gary Butler, and the children.

Gill Cruikshank

The Old Vicarage
785415
Your Neighbourhood
Back Lane
Watch contact is
Sally Gardiner
Oak End, Fynn Lane
here...
785753
Fynn Lane
Elizabeth Gunn Spinney House, Westerfield Lane,
785339
Westerfield Lane
Jim Kerridge
Primrose Cottage, The Street
785825
central
Jack Lay
The Old Post Office
785226
The Street to Church Cottages
Barbara Motts
12, Keightley Way
785532
Keightley Way
Denise Thick
3, The Granaries
785999
The Granaries
John Lambert
Larks’ Hill
785248 or 07974433537.
Clopton Road and outlying houses.
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Those of only moderate
maturity can remember back to the
early Sixties, perhaps to 1963 and
especially the winter of 62/63. This
was the Mother of all Winters, the
coldest of the 20th century. 1946/47
was the snowiest, the one where the
nation ran out of coal. My family
must remember the 62/63 winter
well, it was when we moved house
to Tuddenham.
We had seen our chosen
house, next to the Church, the
previous summer. It was empty,
apart from a large white cat and a
grand piano, and somewhat
overgrown — ponies had recently
grazed on the lawn. By the time of
purchase completion the winter had
set in. A snow belt moved south
from Scotland around Christmas
reaching the South by the 26th,
depositing 12 to 18 inches, and the
grass did not reappear until March.
Our new home had no central
heating and we set about providing
some before we moved in at the end
of January. Complications arose
through the freezing of new pipe
work and by our arrival the main
water supply had given out as it was
frozen below the entry drive.
Drinking and bath water was carried
in buckets from our present house a
hundred yards away, which still had
its main supply, this for some days.
Mercifully we devised a home
source, the 40 foot well. We pumped
this water to ground level with its
ancient hand pump and then raised
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it to the cold water tank in the loft with a
small electric pump. This remained our
supply situation until the main thawed
out in March.
The deep freeze was not
without effect on Church activity. The
electric tubular heaters, still in use today,
were adjudged inadequate and services
moved for some weeks to the main
school room.
I became Church Warden in 1964,
following Leslie Mizzen, with Robert
Crooks already in post. The Church was
then in the Carlford Deanery and in a
benefice with Culpho and Playford: our
minister, Paul Biddlecombe lived at
Playford. He later became Chaplain at
Felixstowe College.
Churchyard maintenance was
difficult as graves still remained with
their raised mounds so use of cutting
machinery was impractical. Lesley Dilley
cut the grass with a hook twice a
season, an awkward job. The situation
was eased after we were given the
authority to flatten each grave and
remove footstones to the grave heads.
Motor mowers appeared and it was
accepted practice that Church Wardens
gave a hand in using them. Jessica
produced a map of the graveyard with
much assistance from Bill Smy and Cyril
Girling - it is in use today.
There was an early introduction to
the Church Tower Clock which was
demanding in 24 hour winding
equipment. The approach, via the
magnificent spiral staircase, was unlit
and hazardous, but no accidents come
to mind. For some years a rota of half a
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dozen winders was used, each
with a weekly stint. There were
long periods of down time in
those days and the current
regularity of the clock is much
superior. For this we are
greatly indebted to Laurie
Thick who designed and
installed the currently used,
electric winding mechanisms.
Tuddenham School,
completed in 1861, operated
until 1971, and Jessica was
manager for some years. Its
closure silenced the hand bell
Margaret Turner rang in the
playground to restart lessons,
and which I clearly heard from
our garden. Margaret’s mother
is remembered for her cups of
tea to those who laboured in
the Churchyard.
How does Tuddenham
differ from the village of 1963?
Its Shop, Post Office, School,
resident Policeman and
Granary buildings have gone,
and it is heavily overlaid with
cars. It has a village Hall
(1965) much used by the
community, a main drainage
system, street lights, an active
Chapel and a St Martin
Millennium window in the
Church. With cessation of
much local employment
Tuddenham is a dormitory
village with a frequently
changing population. New
faces have produced much
more social activity/exchange:
a sought after place to live!
John Arthur,
19.05.03
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Tony French recently gave his
congregation the news that he is to have
some abdominal surgery in the near future.
Surely the whole village wishes him, and
Elaine, well through the next few months.
The Tattler sends its best wishes to all
in the village who are under the weather at
present.

Parish Council A.G.M.
Bill Pipe was re-elected as Chair, Philip
Harvey as Vice Chair and Jo Kelm as
Responsible Financial Officer.
PC Bob Nice reported that our area is 5th
most safe out of 40 but the “Suffolk First”
campaign is to get us into first place. There
are to be more officers and the Parish Council
was thanked for their contribution of £30
towards his new cycle. Residents are reminded
that a security survey can help fight house
burglary. New mobile speed detection
equipment is available (used when Mobile
Station came to Tuddenham) and Bob will
request it for Tuddenham. Bob Nice can be
contacted on (01473) 613500 or (01473)
613555 then prompts ask for #2 9830.
The Parish needs a new councillor and
if you are interested you are invited to
contact the Parish Clerk on 785984.
Planning applications have been received for
7, Main Road and 2, Park Corner.
John Leggett, our new District Councillor,
spoke on his introduction to life as a councillor.
He can be contacted on 785618.
The next Parish Council meeting
will be in September and all residents
are welcome to attend.
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Last weekend we went to the Isle of Wight to take part
in the “Walk the Wight” event. It was to be our first marathon
walk ever; Paul, William and me. On the Sunday morning
we were up by 4.30. We drove to collect a work colleague
who was joining us and then to Newport bus station. We
were greeted at 6.00 by several other walkers who all
looked very professional - sticks, shorts and boots with mud
on them. Into the bus (clambering for the top floor seats) to
drive to Bembridge, on the East coast of the island, and
ready for the off... 45 minutes before the whistle blew. So
lots of opportunity to get cold and nervous. By the time the
hooter went I was only thinking of one thing - I should have
gone to the loo!
The surge of human flotsam took us around the
corner, down a leafy lane and across a field. No problem so
At Bembridge,
far. Then, into view came a mountain, (defined as a steep
Base Camp.
hill no one with any sense would climb.) Well there were a
few people in front of us so I followed them to the summit
though some were hardly breathing whilst I was close to death. At the top was a memorial
so I gave thanks for completing the walk in record time and prepared to have lunch, only to
find that the walk continued along a high ridge. It was not the Tennyson memorial after all!
From then things went from bad to worse. William shot off into the distance - we were much
too slow for him. Paul developed a blister and in stopping to place a plaster - I was acting
team doctor at that stage - over twenty people overtook us. It killed me to see them pass.
Depression set in further as we hit another hill and more overtook us. Then our fellow walker
wanted to stop for lunch. I mean, honestly, it was only 10.00!
Onwards and upwards, we headed without Sherpa support, shedding coats, scarves
and all sense of well being. Perhaps one of the low points was being overtaken by a chap in
a fancy dress fireman costume! Oh, and a phone call from my recently ill brother who asked
how far, and in how long? Then rang off, mumbling that he thought we had trained!
Still we got to the half way point (12½ mls) by 10.30 which was much faster than I had
expected. Pressed on through Carisbrooke Castle and up a gruelling hill. At that stage I felt
so bad I was unsure whether it was a hill or just me feeling terrible. It was about half way
through the second half that I came across William, my poor little boy, dying in a ditch. I
kicked him and was disgusted to find he was still alive. Mumbling that team doctors could
only take so much, I stopped and supplied mouth to mouth - food and drink that is. My
flagging spirits were further damaged as I watched him eating a sandwich with one hand
whilst peeing with the other. He insisted it was the other!
So back to the hills - all of which were in an upwards direction,
as I recall - and giving thanks that the weather was on our side.
Cloudy and cool. Stopped again to greet a fellow hospital worker
and more people overtook. At this stage I shed any pretence of
assisting the party and headed off alone. Oh come on, don't
criticise. That other "Oaty chap" went off on his own and everyone
thinks he is the bee's knees! Let them die, I screamed, after all I
work for the NHS! I can remember Tennyson Memorial but only
through a haze of rain and stinging wind. Too tired to put on my
coat, I walked on, soaking wet and frozen, but too out of it to notice.
I think I was talking to myself as I headed into Alum Bay. I can recall
a chap in a kilt but was too tired to appreciate his sporran! The last
stile was the cruellest cut of all. Have you ever tried lifting your leg
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to ninety degrees after climbing Everest?
And via the North Face??
As I crossed the finish line (Oh yes I
did) I was surrounded by people clapping. I
stood in the corner watching others finish.
Soaked to the skin, shaking like crazy and
hands too swollen and stiff to get out my
coat, I eventually had to ask a bystander for
help. Then William and a friend from work
arrived but it was an hour before Paul
finished and I could relax. We shared tears
of relief as he limped across the finish line.
We all huddled in the cafe, hands
wrapped around hot cups of coffee, telling
our own tales of suffering and woe. A trip to
The final haul up to Tennyson Memorial, the toilets was like doing the walk again. I did
if you have the energy look at the view!
not stop shaking for an hour and as we stood
waiting for the bus home a fellow walker
fainted. No one moved to help, as we were
all too stiff to bend. (Stiff upper lip, I mean!) A St John’s Ambulance lady saved the day.
So there you are. Our group all finished in eight to nine hours. The pain at the end was as
bad as I have ever felt (barring child birth of course, dear reader) but I find myself talking about
a re-run already. Could I get faster with more training and less stops? Indeed I have been
chatting with our neighbour about the London Marathon - but only whilst under the influence.
It was an extreme experience that I would not have missed for the world.

Thanks to all in Tuddenham who helped me with training and sponsorship.
I raised £100 for the Isle of Wight Hospice and William made £160!
I emailed the organisers and received this reply:

Although we are still finalising numbers, we believe just under 2500 people walked last
Sunday – our largest turnout in the history of the Walk. Of the total we estimate around
43% walked the entire 26 ½ miles (yes we count those checkpoint cards the walkers hand
in). The oldest walker was 88 years old and our youngest walker was four years old. We
had around 41 teams participating. The teams ranged from groups of friends/family
walking together to teams from work, social groups etc. Examples of the latter include
teams from pubs, hairdressers, banks, schools, sports clubs, the Ambulance service, and a
team of 18 Jack Russells with their owners.
We do not formally time the walkers as we always regard the Walk as a social – rather
than competitive - event and therefore open to all. However we are aware early walkers/
joggers finished at Alum Bay around lunchtime. The last walker was welcomed at Alum
Bay around 6.20pm.
As to how much money raised, sponsor money is now only starting to arrive and we will
not know the full tally for a couple of months. However last year’s walk raised £93,000
and we hope (fingers crossed) to top that this year. All the money raised goes to our £1
million redevelopment fund to extend the Hospice’s facilities (work for which is
scheduled to start January 2004).
So that is our tale. Question is, do you fancy a walk?!

Erica Lopez
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Moving in Tuddenham
The Editor, as many other poor souls will know, is pretty adept at arm twisting - leaving
you with no logical reason not to comply with a particular request (instruction), so where to
start on this one?!
We had decided to move at sometime in the future, when the stairs became too steep
and the garden too big, but that was definitely a long way off in March 2002. Then one
Thursday 'Southdene' reappeared in the property supplement in the EADT, and we were given
to understand that an earlier 'sale' had fallen through. Since we had mentally accepted that we
would move 'sometime' it seemed sensible to look at the property - the added attraction being
it's location within the village. 'Southdene' had the accommodation we wanted, apart from
storage space (but the large loft space would help) and the garden was of an acceptable/
manageable size, with a suitable layout for grandchildren’s football requirements! Never having
had, or wanted, a pond in the garden this was the only doubtful area. The afternoon of sighting
we instructed the estate agent to sell our house, subject to obtaining 'Southdene', otherwise we
would remain at 'Finnlands' until that 'sometime' in the future.
We moved on the 26th June 2002!!
The first thing to be resolved after moving in was to increase the size of the loft space access this allowed for storage of bulky items. Next came the modifications we wanted to have made
to the house to make it 'ours'. Like most folk's we thought that we would have the work done by
the end of the summer. Dream on!! Tradesmen were available for only months ahead, and the
building work cannot be commenced until planning permission has been obtained! The work
eventually commenced on 24th September and should -DV- be completed by the end of the
first week in June!
Somewhere along the way we changed the house name to 'Camforth', which name we
had used living in Thorpe Bay, and it seemed a pity not to use the stone! The name derives
from our both coming from the Forth valley in that beautiful country immediately north of
England.
After we moved in there was a lot of stick about the time it was taking to get the hedges
cut - some from as far away as Main Road ! I am sure it will have been noticed that the front
hedge was reduced in height temporarily to promote growth at the base. This is happening, but
we now like the hedge at this height - it opens the place up and eliminates the 'blind' access to
the road! It won't go back to the old level. The place won't seem the same without a green skip
on the drive, and we still have in the region of thirty cartons to unpack - but the end is in sight!
Where have the last twelve months gone??
An old neighbour asked how we liked living in suburbia. When making comparisons of the
North Village to South Village the question has some justification - kerbstones, trimmed
hedges, manicured lawns - not the rural simplicity which exists across the bridge!
Are we happy we moved? Most days! Odd days one wonders at the madness of moving!
The neighbours are all friendly, and we have been made to feel welcome in the Southern
region, e.g. the night we moved in there was a very tasty lasagne delivered to the door, there
were also flowers and cards.
We are still in, and part of the village after our (almost) twenty years of residence. Still
cannot get my tongue round this Suffolk dialect though!
Luv to all!
Jim Punton-26.05.2003
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PARISH
MEETING
This was on 6th
May at the Village
Hall. 11 members of the public
attended along with the County
Councillor, Steve Hudson, and PC
Bob Nice, our Village Liaison
Officer.
At the Parish Meeting
consideration was given to a Parish
Plan and the installing of gas to the
village. As a consequence of the
discussion it was decided that a
survey on both subjects be
circulated in the village to assess
interest. Stuart Hurrell offered to
take the surveys round. See articles
on back page. The Parish Plan is a
way for the village to express its
needs and fears to the County and
District Councils, but it has to be
the opinion of all the villagers. A
steering committee would be set up
basing the plan on the survey they
would take along with consultation
and community representation. The
plan has been placed on the meeting
agenda to assess village interest in
carrying out the project. Some
possible options for change in the
village are mentioned on the survey
Stuart has circulated but your ideas
are what the plan is seeking. Please
contact the Clerk, Arthur Jackson,
with your views. Do you want a
plan to be produced? Will you join
the committee to produce it?
A report from Gill Cruikshank,
representing the Village Hall
Committee, was read out. The hall
has been regularly used by residents
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and non residents for art classes, dog training,
garland dancing, the Bach Choir and Inner
Circle.
Despite insurance rising as well as bills for
water and electricity the hall has a healthy
balance and is grateful for the donation of
£2,500 from Steven Hudson’s locality budget as
well as money from the T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s. The
kitchen and cloakrooms have been painted and
a new fridge has been offered by Sharon and
Robert Buxton. It is planned to paint the rest of
the hall and add more double glazing, hopefully
with another grant to help with payment.
John Arthur reported on behalf of the
Parochial Church Council. St Martin’s paid
over £8,000 to the Deanery last year, an
increase of 16% on their original due, to cover
other’s shortfalls. This was the second highest
in the Deanery, and was raised from collections,
gift aid, and the fete, all of which were at record
levels. Maintenance in the Churchyard
continues well and the Keightley legacy has
allowed improvements to the vestry electrics.
There is £26,000 left. £1,000 has been given to
six charities and a recent survey has revealed
that roof tiles, gutters and damp in the south
wall need attention. A new flag pole and
repositioning of the weather vane is due.
Villagers used the meeting to express their
worries about the parish. Subjects included the
road surface of Readings Lane, the imminent
expansion of Otley College, poor cycle and
pedestrian access to Ipswich, affordable
housing and sheltered housing in the village.
Sandy Burn reported on behalf of the Play
Association who have had a successful two
years with several grants providing new
equipment, benches and bins. A fence and gates
are coming soon, hopefully! The Toddlers
group are to have an outing in the playground
and others are encourages to use this lovely
village facility. Steven Hudson talked about his
work and Chairman, Bill Pipe gave his annual
report, see page two.
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Police Mobile Operating Base

This watch has been handed to the editor
after being
found in the
village. It is a
Citizen watch
with a gold
strap. Please
contact me on
785588 if you
are the owner.

This was up at the Village Hall
car park on Friday 16th May between
1330 to 1530, with a police officer in
attendance. Two other officers were
on the bridge with a static speed
board that told drivers of their speed
as they approached from Ipswich.
Steve Hudson, County Councillor for
this region, and myself had a chat
whilst standing by the notice board with them. Every driver that was speeding
slowed down as soon as they saw the board indicating their speed but this was
too late, as it had already registered on the board. Out of 50 drivers 20% were
doing between 34 and 37 MPH and the two officers said that they will now set
up a speed check - not sure when, but hopefully soon. Also on the subject of
the Mobile Base we went up at 1500 to find that only two people had been up
before us. As we were leaving Janet Welham then turned up. It would be nice
to see a few more people use this facility even just for a chat.
Stuart Hurrell

Gas Survey
I have had a couple of people ask me about
this, saying that they did not want to commit to
it because of the price. All I am doing at the
moment is seeing how many people are
interested, then if I have the minimum number
or more (approximately 50 houses) I will then
ask Transco about involving other villages and
this could result in a cost reduction. I have also
had a couple of other suggestions which I will
follow up. I will keep you posted through the
Tattler and the notice boards. Any queries please do not hesitate to contact me, just leave a
note in my door and I will get back to you.
Please note that because the forms went out a
little late, the date by which the gas survey
forms are to be returned has been extended to
Saturday June 7th .
Stuart Hurrell, Granary Cottage, The Street.
Or on “af.pat@virgin.net”

VILLAGE HALL
Village Hall
bookings
are
through
Fiona
Woods who can
be
contacted on 785856.

Next Tattler is out
in June.

Please put any c
opy,
adverts etc. thro
ugh my
door - 5, The Gra
naries or
ring 785588 to
get into
print.
OR EMAIL at
“editor@
tuddenhamtattler.c
om”!

