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Ted Frost has just been honoured
with the presentation of a certificate
recognising his contribution to
agriculture. He has worked on the same
farm, Tuddenham Hall Farm, for over 50
years. Indeed he still works there part
time. Princess Alexandra presented him
with the framed certificate at the Suffolk
Show in June, 2002, and Ted was represented by the Bishop in October when
he went to the Suffolk Harvest
Thanksgiving Service at Bury St.
Edmunds Cathedral.
His name had been submitted by
John Clements at Tuddenham Hall.
It all started in 1952 when his Uncle lad. He then bought two leather
Alf was sick with heart problems when footballs and still has one of them!
Nowadays things on the farm
Ted was 15 years old. Ted joined Fred
King for eighteen months to help with the are much easier than they were
cows. When his uncle returned to work then. The machinery means three
Ted went on to mornings only and then men can do what it took twelve to
general duties, feeding the cows, driving fifteen to do in those days. They
the tractor and doing other jobs around worked from seven in the morning
the farm. He then had to join the army in until five (starting at six if they had to
1955. However there was a train strike so milk the cows) and did a Saturday
his journey to Aldershot had to be morning too. If they were milking the
cows they would work a
deferred by two weeks.
seven day week taking
Ted had delivered milk
only one Sunday off a
with his Uncle Charlie at A.B.
month. At harvest time
Johnson’s at Culpho Hall
they would work until
while he was at school. He did
nine in the evening.
three Sunday mornings in
Ted recalls hoeing
four, working from 7.30 until
the beet. They had no
1, with the fourth Sunday off.
precise drillers like
This was from 1948—50. He
nowadays so they
was rewarded with 10/- for the
would have to single
three mornings and that
out the seedlings on
allowed him to buy a watch.
piece work earning so
This was unusual at the time,
Young Ted, aged 14,
much per 100 yards.
especially for a 14 year old
with his pocket watch
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Ted has enjoyed his work. The
fresh air, the variety of the Seasons
with ploughing, drilling, harvesting,
carting and thrashing. The early days
were full of companionship with
gangs of men working on each job.
Ted still takes Muriel her cup of
tea every morning (bar Sundays)
before going to work. As Muriel said,
when talking to Janet Welham, “They
never used to see their men apart
from meals.” Dinner had to be on the
table as soon as they got in and then
they would be off, back on the
combine with their “sarnies” and a
flask of tea.
Ted showed me a contract of
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Walter and Bill Damant, Ray Jackaman,
? Creasy and John Damant at Tuddenham
Hall Farm in 1956.

Ted on the tractor (with John Hardy from
Ipswich) at Tuddenham Hall Farm.

Princess Alexandra honouring
Ted Frost, June 2002.

employment from 1963 when he
earned £10/9/0 per week with 6/4 an
hour for overtime. This was for a five
and a half day week from seven in
the morning until five in the
afternoon, allowing 30 minutes for
breakfast and an hour for lunch. He
thinks this was double his starting

wage!
Would he do it all the same again?
It turns out that Princess Alexandra
asked the same question and both times
he has said yes. He could not imagine
living anywhere but Tuddenham though
he has moved around the village living in
several houses after being born in one of
the cottages in The Street.
Editor: My thanks to Ted and Muriel
Frost for their help with this article.
Congratulations on your achievement.
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Strange Goings — on in
Tuddenham
There has been some alarm over
recent happenings here.
A number of residents, not known
for eccentric behaviour, have been
observed walking up The Street
muttering to themselves apparently
unaware of their surroundings. I saw
one with his face buried so deeply in a
pamphlet of sorts that he walked
straight into a telegraph pole, leaped
about two feet in the air and declaimed
“Good evening, Your Majesty!”
I have seen men, the tall, tough,
grisly kind, going about under cover of
darkness carrying what appeared to be
long dresses! One night, I was passed
in The Street by two of the ugliest
sisters, (they could only have been
sisters) it has ever been my misfortune
to set eyes on.
“What does all this mean?” I asked
myself. Indeed I uttered those words
out loud as I was passing a horse in
Fynn Lane and I swear I heard it say
“Its Panto time again.”
Can this be true? My investigations
are continuing…..
Editor’s note: My reporter is obviously the only
person in Tuddenham who is unaware that
Cinderella opens at the Village Hall on
Thursday, 20th February, at 7.45 pm. Further
performances will take place on Friday, 21st at
7.45 pm and on Saturday, 22nd at 2.30 and
7.45 pm. It is all a bit worrying when one
considers that Arthur, who wrote this piece, is
meant to be in the pantomime himself. I only
hope he has a better grasp of his lines than
reality!
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The Tattler is always
interested in your stories
of the present or the past
as well as drawings and
photos. Please contact
the editor on 785588 .

VILLAGE HALL
Village Hall bookings are
through Fiona
Woods who
can be
contacted on
785856.
Dear Editor,
The other day we had a
pleasant surprise that really speaks
well of the spirit of community in the
village. Kasia had minor surgery
last Monday and after she was
dismissed from the hospital on
Tuesday, I worked from home for
the next couple of days. That
resulted in our two cars being
parked in the driveway throughout
all the day and I think it was on
Wednesday afternoon, our
neighbour Jo came around to
check whether we were both well
and we wouldn't need any help! :-)
Raffaele
Thank you to Jerry Malone for the
lovely front cover drawing. Indeed, thank
you to everyone who has helped to
celebrate our 100th issue in style with this
full edition of The Tattler.
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Neighbourhood
Watch
Please contact your
area representative directly
or Watch coordinator, John
Lambert at Larks’ Hill,
(785248) if you are aware of
any suspicious happenings.
There have been some
suspicious happenings in
T u d d e n h a m r ec e n t ly —
attempted and actual break
ins, suspicious characters
calling at doors, and strange
characters sleeping rough in
the parish. It seems we
should be vigilant and call for
help when we need it.
However, as a resident
showed me recently, a
“Good Samaritan spirit” is
also called for
at times. Be a
w a t c h f u l
neighbour!

Our best wishes to Tom
Anderson who has been under the weather
recently. Hope you will improve now that Kay
has lengthened your leash, Tom!
Also, a “Get Well Soon” to Lorna Beckett
who has been in hospital for an operation.
And to Margaret Whinney, our very best
wishes after a difficult year. Look forward!

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSING
Facial and head massage
Cleansing and toning
Phone 785467 for a total
“pick me up”

Dear Editor,
When the next Tuddenham
Tattler comes out would you please put
a big thank you to all those who visited
Pete in hospital and sent get well
messages to him.
Also for all the help I received
while he was in hospital. He is now out
and making
steady
progress.
Thank you
Jean and
Peter Woods.
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Here it comes, the first “Tattler
Quiz” night of our life…”Hurry up! We
are going to be late!!” While still
wondering what the evening would be
like we get there 7 o’clock prompt: empty
hall with loads of table to chose from…
go for the one in the corner…we are the
Wasps!
Here it comes the challenge for the “UN
table”: a Polish, an Italian, a Portuguese
couple, a French and an English grown
up in Canada are about to perform in
their first ever “Tattler Quiz”… Probably
not the most appropriate team for a quiz
night in a tiny Suffolk village but what a
mix! While the hall is getting more and
more crowded, confronted with the first
group of questions to “break the ice” our
Wasps are wondering whether they will
be able to score enough to avoid the
embarrassment of the last place!
In the meantime they try to blend
with the new environment: it takes them
few looks around to discover that Tescobags to bring drinks and glasses are “out”
and cute little picnic-baskets are
definitely “in”! Another look around and
“pssstt! Look at that table over there!
They have wine glasses!”…mmm, wine
glasses are “in”! Come here cute little
Tesco-bag, you see? You may not have
the look of a basket but you certainly
carry what it takes! There you go, the
table starts to look cosier now, thank God
for that! (Drinking good wine in plastic
cups? Certainly not our “cup of tea”!)
“Hey! Food is also appearing on the
tables!”…the unforeseen has caught our
UN table off their guard! must do
something…people are still settling-in,
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don’t live far “ruuuuun! Kitchen
cupboard top left corner has all it
takes!”…“come here with me little
Tesco-bag we are on a mission!”…Less
than two minutes later our Wasps table
has all it takes, the Quiz Master and his
assistants are ready to kick-off!
Here comes the first group of
questions … Friends, Ally McBeal …
can cope with that … ssshhh! Don’t yell
the answers!!! and then the first dreaded
question about Coronation Street … uhoh! Action Point in preparation for next
year Quiz! “Force a team member to
watch the soap!” In the meantime results
from the first round are out! 6 out of 10,
not so bad!! Only 3 points in the second
round of questions…Noughh! The
dreaded last place is closer…questions
continue to be asked, wine continues to
be poured, snacks to be nervously
crunched…“Out of Africa” 10 out of 10!
Well-done Wasps, we are back in
the top five…“ordinal numbers”…plenty
of engineers at the table, confident we
can double our points here! Only wait
until the first question is read! Bye-bye
top scores, here goes our victory
dream…still up for more fun though, it’s
the break and the “fruits” questions are
now on the table: squeeze your meninges
… sat-su-ma … man-go … ap-ri-cot …
well done Wasps! Refreshments quickly
disappear, wine continues to be poured
and then the “challenge of the rings”
comes … hard to hit the target from
several wine-glasses distance! Not to
worry, there is still the Passage to India
… you there! stop inhaling that powder
… we are all “curry” fans and experts …
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9 out of 10! But we know now what onion seeds look
and taste like!
While the evening draws to a close we finalise
the team strategy in preparation for the next year’s
quiz! It was a well spent evening with plenty of
laughs and fun, certainly worth repeating!
Notes found on the Wasps’ table at the end of the
evening: “UN-table strategy in preparation for next
year Tattler Quiz: bring the picnic basket (it’s OK
little Tesco-bag, you can be in there!), go for
doubling your points on the geography questions,
keep a member of the team off alcohol, continue to
“diligently attend” Indian Restaurants … Still
haven’t decided who is going to watch Coronation
Street …”
Raffaele

What is ladies’ lingerie?

Well done to David and Fiona Woods for
steering their team to victory at the
DENISE
Quiz. And, of course, to our noble
losers who held up the bottom of the
THICK
score board with dignity. And sorry
MSSCh. MBChA
that Sharon and Robert Buxton are
Qualified in Surgical
leaving Tuddenham—good to see
Chiropody,
you at the Quiz.
The Tattler is very grateful to all
ITEC Reflexology & Indian Head
who came to the quiz and to those
Massage.
who donated raffle prizes. Also to the
Home visiting practice and now
“Passage to India” restaurant who
practising on Mondays at the
kindly set up one of our rounds. Tony
Woodbridge Natural Healing Centre in
and Elaine French were stalwarts on
The Thoroughfare.
the top table helping to make the
For all your foot problems, stress,
evening run smoothly. They also set
strains and aches & pains.
up the bangle round which certainly
PLEASE DON’T SUFFER
caused some upsets around the hall.
PHONE DENISE ON 785999.
Thank you!
Then we come to the helpers
who made the refreshments and set up the tables for the evening as well as
running the evening, collecting answer sheets, doing the raffle, serving tea,
tidying up afterwards, etc. Thank you Jackie and David Lugo (where would
the village be without you both?) Sophie Sikes, Christine Wright, William
Lopez and Margaret Regent. I hope everyone enjoyed the evening as much
as I did and look forward to seeing you all next year!
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Hello, on this auspicious occasion of the 100th edition of Tattler! Quite an
achievement when one thinks of the difficulty in obtaining material from reporters of the
writer’s ilk! The content and quality of the Tattler has continued to improve over the
years, and the Editor deserves every readers accolade for this. Keep up the good work.
There is one piece of Church news which will no doubt cause an upset to some of
our readers. An observation has been made that many graves in the Churchyard are
adorned with artificial flowers. Whist these have brightened up some of the drab winter
days we have experienced, it is my duty to advise that it is against Church of England
ruling to place artificial blooms on graves (or anywhere else) in the Churchyard. This
may be upsetting to some grave-tenders, but we have to ask that artificial flowers,
presently in place, be removed forthwith, and that in future no artificial blooms are
placed on graves. Thank you for your co-operation.
Our Church Treasurer has retired from that position since the last submission, albeit
continuing to serve on the PCC. Dr John Arthur served as Churchwarden for twenty-four
years and followed this with fourteen years as Treasurer, during which time he has
worked hard at ensuring the accounts were always healthy and sufficient to meet the
many needs. We take this opportunity to say a public 'Thank you' to John and also to
Jessica for all her support in the accounting sphere. The Arthurs celebrate forty years in
the Village this year, and we wish them both many more happy years in 'Worley Cottage'.
Rosemary Digby has taken the reins as Church Treasurer, and is wished well for the
future.
Some advance notices. There will be a Family Service at 0930 on 30th March Mothering Sunday, so bring your Mum along for a posy! Posies will be manufactured
under the auspices of Sue Punton at 1030 hours on Saturday 29th - children are welcome
to assist and donations of flowers and greenery will be welcomed too!
The Fete this year will be held on Saturday 7th June at Poplar Farm, so Prayers from now
for good weather please, and see you there.
Services continue at 0930 hours each Sunday morning, and all are still welcome to
attend. Floodlight sponsorship is available at £5.00 per weekend, or during weekdays for
special occasions, at £5.00 per night. Arrangements can be made with the Writer, on
785296 or with Dr John Arthur at Worley Cottage - there are plenty of free weekend slots
at present, but always best to book early!
The Rev. Sam Cowley continues his Village Patrol, if you wish him to
call let us know and it shall be arranged.
Thank you all for your continuing support of the Village Churches.
God Bless.
Jim P 02.03.2003
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Notelets and post cards are
now available at the Church
showing the new window.
Contact Jim Punton for
details on 785296.

What does Ipswich mean to you?
The Wolsey Art Gallery is calling all
budding artists to take part in an exhibition
to be held in Summer, 2003. The subject is
“Our Town” and they are looking for new
art to give snapshots of Ipswich’s social.
Economic and historical life. The
closing date is in March so why
not give it a go?
Gill Cruikshank
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Our
best
wishes to Jean
Woods on her
21st
birthday
(actually a little
snowman said it
was 22). Getting Peter back
must have been a great
present!
The next Parish Council meeting
is the first Tuesday in March. All
are welcome and
your suggestions
and support are
always appreciated.

The Old Vicarage
785415
Your Neighbourhood
Back Lane
Watch contact is
Sally Gardiner
Oak End, Fynn Lane
here...
785753
Fynn Lane
Elizabeth Gunn Spinney House, Westerfield Lane,
785339
Westerfield Lane
Jim Kerridge
Primrose Cottage, The Street
785825
central
Jack Lay
The Old Post Office
785226
The Street to Church Cottages
Barbara Motts
12, Keightley Way
785532
Keightley Way
Denise Thick
3, The Granaries
785999
The Granaries
John Lambert
Larks’ Hill
785248 or 07974433537.
Clopton Road and outlying houses.
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Party
Bouncy Castle
Pizazz

Bouncy Castle
Disposable Tableware
Ready filled Party Bags
Food Boxes
Ready-made Pass the Parcels
Helium Balloons, Delivered
Free - direct to your door.
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Dear Editor,
Background info
as requested: I have
lived in Ashbocking
for 5 years and took
on
the
role
of
Treasurer
of
Tuddenham Toddler
group in 2001, along
with Michelle Offord
who is Secretary.
Between us, we run
the group which has
about 15 children
attending (max).
I have 3 children of
whom 2 attend the
toddler group, and
have just started my
own business (hence
the bouncy castle
advert!)
Janet Poole

Happy Birthday
Happy

Tel: 01473 890498
Email: janet@partypizazz.co.uk

Birthday

to Bella Green who
h a s
reached
the ripe
old age
of **!
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Dear Editor,
Several children
from Tuddenham
attend Witnesham
Primary School so
please publish this
letter to raise
awareness of the
appeal. Carol Frost
7th February
Auction of Promises
785252
28-30 March
Circus Ricardo
785252

Auction Items?

Dear Editor,
Will you kindly print my letter in the Tattler please.
I would like to thank each and everyone for sending
Neville and me the lovely Christmas cards and for the kind
words written.
I am sorry I am unable to return the same, although our
good wishes retain the same meaning. Also, please pass on
our best wishes to Mr Noel and Mrs Beryl Peck, who now
live in Kesgrave. Perhaps they receive a copy of The
Tattler?
Our thanks again
A very happy and peaceful New Year to you all,
Dorothy (Doris) Green and Neville (Sonny) Whitman.
Address available to any residents via 785588.

Gym & Trim trial
Signed football shirt
Oil change
2 hours ironing
Hair dressing session
A Chocolate Roulade
Meal for two
Champagne
Language lesson
Baby sitting
Piano
Cement mixer loan
Indoor tennis
Swim Voucher
VIP Radio Suffolk day
Ghost Tour
Crystal brandy glasses
King Pin voucher
Hanging baskets
Pony for a day
Sailing day
Riding lesson
Spurs tour
Framed watercolour
Case of apple juice
Man for a day!
Relaxation Day
Ring 785909 to
pledge.
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“J. Alexander Paton Clark,
then vicar of the Parish of
Tuddenham in the county
of Suffolk, afforded facilities
for the conveyance and
endowment of a site for a
school with the help of
others. All that piece of
land, part of the Glebe Land
belonging to the said
v i c a r a ge s i t u a t e d i n
Tuddenham, and containing
60 rods or thereabout,
which said piece of land is
bounded by the Churchyard
of Tuddenham aforesaid in
part and by a certain public
road or lane in other part
towards the South by a yard
or garden belonging to one,
towards the east by another
part of the said Glebe land,
towards the North and
upon a Schoolroom built on
land also formerly part of
the said Glebe Land in part
and by a certain road or lane
leading from the principal
road or street in the said
parish of Tuddenham to the
Church…. To convey this
portion of land situate in the
said Parish of Tuddenham
for the purposes of a school
under the powers of the act
passed in the fifth year of
the Reign of Her Majesty,
Queen Victoria….. Witness
our hands this ninth day of
July, one thousand eight
hundred and sixty one at
Tuddenham…”

February ‘03

www.tuddenhamtattler.com

I came across this piece in the Ipswich Archive
Office telling of the transfer of Glebe Land for use
as the site for a new school in Tuddenham. The
school was duly opened in 1862. The Archive
Office also has details of the protest in 1970, when
closure of the school was threatened, along with
the original petition given in to the Education
Authority, boasting so many signatures that it
seemed the whole of Tuddenham must be
represented. The school was duly closed in 1971.
What a sad loss for the village, with its children
being scattered round the county for their primary
education and the damage to the community that
the closure would inevitably cause. I have seen this
in the recent dealings of the Parish Council where
they wished to give Golden Jubilee mugs to each of
the children in Tuddenham but had first to search
for each child as there was no way of knowing
which houses had children living in them.
It seemed, with The Tattler celebrating its
100th issue, that it would be fitting to include the
100th year celebrations of the opening of the
school held in 1962. I heard about these from the
last headmistress to the school, Miss Margaret
Turner. She wrote to me:
“This photo was taken by the East Anglian Daily
Times on 28th February, 1962 at the Centenary
celebrations for the school. There was a service at
the Church with bell ringers from Ipswich. The
cake, which was three feet long and one and a half
feet wide, was of the village with children in school
uniform and various local people or animals. There
was an exhibition of photos and samplers from past
school history. Parents, ex-pupils and staff were
invited as well as head teachers from schools in the
area. Margaret Felgate presented the bouquets just
before the photo was taken. She later married
Roger Osborne, THE goal scorer for Ipswich in the
past! Canon Southwell, director of Religious
Education, gave the address. Miss Sellars,
represented the East Suffolk Education Committee.
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Susan
Earle

Sandra
Philips

Leslie
Missen,
Chief
Education
Officer
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Linda Sawyer

Christine
Earle
Nigel
Meadows

Ivan Philips

Mrs Last

Rev.
Biddlecombe

Canon R.
Southwell

Jane
Pitcher

Miss
Sellars

Yvonne
Offord
Philip
Robinson

Beverley
Offord

Paul
Offord

Jimmy
Crooks

Michael
Gorham

Margaret
Turner

Margaret
Felgate

Philip
Sawyer

I have had
several
suggestions
for this lass!
More
research
Julie
Robinson needed...

Front cover
of “Order of
Service” to
commemorate the
Centenary.
Cutting
from the
Chronicle
on 2nd
March

The Chief Education Officer, Leslie Missen, lived in Badger’s Hill,
Tuddenham, and the head teachers were highly amused when, after the
celebrations, he asked me if there was anything he could do. I told him to
pack up all the chairs for me as we had needed to borrow them. They said
they had never seen the C.E.O. looking so happy doing such a job! I
remember on my first morning as Head Teacher that he brought me white
heather for luck and he was always very supportive of everything we did.”
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...Continued from page 13.

Miss Turner went on to point
out:
“I have compared the
service with the one held in
Stratford St Mary in 1978 to
show the difference that 16
years made in choice of
hymns. I think that in 1962
the only hymn the children
chose was “Lord of all
Hopefulness”, the rest were
chosen for us. In 1978 the
children chose all the hymns
from those they had in their
hymn books and consequently sang with
great gusto in the Church.”
And a reminisce from a former pupil:
The school was divided into two classes,
known by all, including the teachers, as “the
big ‘uns” and “the little ‘uns”. The normal
criterion for moving up to the big ‘uns was
being able to read and write joined up
writing. I was moved up early and had to ask
for my spellings to be printed, much to my
embarrassment.
The head teacher was Miss Turner and
the assistant, I think, Miss Barbara. I learnt
much there including a sense of justice when
I was put up to some naughtiness by older
children and when we were all kept in at
break. They had to do sums but I was
allowed to play with the toys (age 5 or 6).
I was, on one occasion, sat on by Roy
Offord (much older than me) for calling him
“Dwarfie” instead of “Orfie”. I have always
been polite to my elders since!
Philip Taylor
Editor: my thanks to everyone who has
helped in researching this article at the
Archive Office as well as in Tuddenham and
further afield.

Tuddenham School House
Welcome to Joshua
who arrived in
Tuddenham via “Mr
Stork”, with help from
Lisa in The Street!

PINK HOUSE
CHINESE / FISH &
CHIPS
FREE DELIVERY
28, Grimwade Street
Ipswich.
Ips. 230017
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There has been plenty of wintry snow this
month with some wonderful photo
opportunities. I thought I would pop out to
capture them and met several other village
residents with the same idea. If anyone got
a special shot and would like to share it with
the village I would be delighted to have your
photo for a day to copy.

Kit Baker and Christine Wright
walking their dogs in Fynn Lane.

From the slopes above the Fynn Valley on Friday,
31st January, (when we should all have been at
work?) Emma Burns, Anna Robinette, Helena
Goodrich, Piers Robinette, William Lopez, David
Robinette, your hard working editor and James
Burns, taken by Sandy Burns.

Raffaele & Kasia Giaffreda

The hardest problem is to chose
from all the photos that appealed during the day. How about the one above right
to show you the “United Nations Team leaders” featured on pages 6 and 7? Or
the photos below that show off some beautiful architecture in Tuddenham?
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I recently had a letter from Ralph Taylor,
an ex resident of Tuddenham, and this is
an excerpt from it:
“I have no idea how far back in
time goes the original Village Hall.
Years ago, a village was a society
which could hardly have existed
without its hall. Perhaps a local
landowner might not have allowed
people of a village to meet or express
themselves.
When we first came to
Tuddenham, in 1961, the hall was
cited just across the Fynn below the
bridge. It was a First World War hut
and lay just across the stream
teetering on the brink so that any
dance or meeting was decidedly
hazardous.
No sign remains today of the hall
or its footbridge. I don’t know where
they went.”
Those who have not lived here too
many years may not know that the old
village hall, known as “The British Legion
Hut”, was cited on the South side of the
river, accessed by a footbridge. It was used
for dances, Over 60 club, whist drives,
religious meetings, Sunday School and
wedding receptions. Picture the three
penny hop, with the children gathered
outside the back door catching a glimpse
of the adults inside and buying 2d ice
cream cones from Mrs Hood (Bramford),
who brought her wares in a big box. The
river was rerouted when the hut was
demolished. I wonder if anyone has a
photo or drawing of the hut, or can answer
Ralph’s query as to what happened to the
hall and bridge. Can you recall those
events? Please contact the Village
Recorder on 785588 if the answer to any
of these questions is yes.
Village Recorder
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WELCOME BACK
The Tattler would like to
welcome home Peggy Moore.
Peggy has been in Ipswich for
several weeks helping to nurse her
daughter Sally. Most of you will
now know that sadly Sally passed
away just before Christmas.
We would again like to
express our sincere condolences
to Peggy, Brian and the
rest of the family.
Its lovely to have you
home Peggy.
Aluminium cans can be delivered
to David Lugo at his house. He
takes them to be recycled and the
funds
raised
go
towards a village
group such as the
Toddlers.

Thanks!
Tuddenham W. I.
The February meeting is on the
11th and Martin Lloyd will be
talking about the Isles of Scilly
and the competition is unusual
shells. The hostess is Joyce
Cable. There will be a Bring and
Buy for A.C.W.W.
New members are
always welcome.
Phone secretary,
Dymphna Jackson on
785984 for details.

www.tuddenhamtattler.com

Birthday
greetings to
Jack Woods
and George
Jennings.
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I can hardly believe The Tattler is up to issue 100. It
is very much due to help, from so many of you, as well
as to the encouragement that we receive. I cannot
mention such matters without referring to Margaret
Taylor whose influence and energy continues to carry
the whole project forward. My thanks also to all
contributors, Jackie and David Lugo who
are always there to help and advise,
Malcolm and Pauline Rees who were our
master printers, Steven Hudson for
enabling us to print ourselves, and my long
suffering husband who gives technical
advice.

Lewis Johnson, Sycamore Farm, came
on Dad’s bike as had problems walking.

Mrs
Hammond

Ted
Frost

Colin
Gray

Brian
Gooderham

Brian
Whinney
Anthony
Mitchell

Eileen King
Muriel
Girling

Grace Williams,
Related to Walter
Weekes.

Doreen
Seadon

Joan
Hetherington
Noel Becket,

Keith
Whinney

now lives in
Africa.

Victoria Harris

Margaret
Cutts

Sally
Moore

Sheila
Gooderham

This photo of Tuddenham School was taken in 1947/8.
Mrs Hammond was a much loved teacher whom many ex-pupils have described
to me as more of a mother than a teacher. She arranged lovely Christmas treats
with a huge Christmas tree and paid for the many gifts herself. These were
numbered rather than named so that the children could guess at their disguised
contents but not know for whom they were intended. The tree would be
decorated with real candles so that the children would be very careful when they
were lit each day. Other years she made a huge cracker which was opened on
the last day of term to release all the presents. The anticipation of Christmas was
magnified and is still remembered fondly.
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St Martin’s Sunday School
I had an interesting morning, sharing
Sunday School with the children at St Martin’s.
The new room was welcoming with its wooden
seats and walls and the heated floor was just
what my old bones needed. We sat on cushions
and listened to Catherine Forsdike explain the
story of the “Presentation of Christ,” We “built”
the temple by creating a circle of shiny stones
and then represented Christ in it with lots of
varied candles at the centre of the circle. I need
hardly tell you how much all the children, little
and large alike, enjoyed lighting the candles with
a taper and watching the flames flicker.
Catherine told us the snowbells that are
blooming in Tuddenham are also called

Katherine Frost, Sam, Jack and Ben
Woods, with Rachel Forsdike seated
on the right and Catherine standing
at the back.
“Candlemas Bells”. Colouring and filling in
word puzzles reinforced the message of the
main service. We took part in the service too
joining in the singing and taking
Communion.
If you want to join the fellowship you
can be assured of a warm welcome at St
Martin’s as well as a hot drink at the end of
the service. If you are lucky you might be
allowed to join the children too. I hope I
behaved well enough that I can return!

Page 19

Tuddenham Parent & Toddler Group
The Tuddenham Toddlers Group
continues to meet every Wednesday morning in
the village hall from 9.30-11.30 am. We vary in
age from only a few months to the younger at
heart !! During the last few months we have
made windmills, lion’s faces and chocolate logs
to name but a few. We have also painted,
printed, drawn and modelled with play dough.
During our last get together before Christmas
we had an exiting party. There was a bouncy
castle and games for the children to enjoy while
the adults were treated to hot mince pies and
steaming cups of tea. Father Christmas arrived
to the sound of sleigh bells and had presents for
everybody. It was the first time that many of the
children had seen Father Christmas and he was
only too happy to sit and listen to their
Christmas wishes and to have his photograph
taken many times over.
Children come to the group from Ipswich,
Westerfield, Ashbocking and the surrounding
areas as well as Tuddenham and all are
welcome. The adults take it in turns to arrange
a craft table and stories and there is a huge
selection of toys to choose from. We also have
refreshments and a singsong before going home.
We are now looking forward to some warmer
weather in the months to come, which might
give us the opportunity to use the outside
facilities at the village hall.
If you would like some more information about
the Tuddenham Toddlers please call Jackie
Poole on 01473 890498.
Joanne Tickle
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Tattler Quiz

IT Girl’s Utterances…

We would like to thank Erica
and her merry band of helpers
for yet another excellent quiz.
As usual Erica comes up
with something a little different.
Certainly this quiz had something
for everyone. A steady right arm
and a sensitive nose was an
advantage!
We are very grateful for the
generous donation of £100
towards the charity T.E.E.C.H. to
help us in our work for the poor
in Romania.

itgirl@tuddenhamtattler.com
kttsm@hotmail.com

Denny and Ian Thick

∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

www.time.com/time/time100/
The Times top 100 people of the century
www.100words.net
you are invited to write 100 words a day
www.simpsons100.com/
the Simpsons top 100!
www.livingto100.com/
life expectancy calculator
www.bradpittfan.com/
100% Brad Pitt

Hope you can see I also am celebrating being
100! Enjoy the websites! See you next issue.
IT Girl (rudely booted off page 3!)

Bleak House from The Granaries
Red Rose Chain is back with a
brand new adaptation of “Bleak
House” by Charles Dickens. This is
to be staged on the top floor of the
famous Willis Building. Don’t miss
the chance to see Dickens’
characters come to life like never
before, in a story of murder, mystery
and… spontaneous combustion.
Please phone the box office to find
out about workshops for children
and young people.
You may be further tempted to go along when you hear that Alistair Read,
son of Denny, is playing a large part this year. What an opportunity to say you
were there at the start of a future, great acting career! If you want to go please
mention his name when you book as each cast member is encouraged to sell
as many tickets as possible.
Phone
288886
Write to
Red Rose Chain,
1, Fore Hamlet,
Ipswich, IP38AA.
Book online at
www.redrosechain.co.uk
Email on
tickets@redrosechain.co.uk
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I’m at the second of our Prayer Vigils for the situation in Iraq as I write this
article. We arranged the Vigils because we felt that it was important for our churches to
be available to all people to have some time that they could put aside to express their
fears and concerns. I freely admit that I am scared by what possible outcome may arise
from any war. Initially those fears are for myself, Brenda and the children, especially
the children, but then I think, what about my opposite number in Iraq? Different
religion and theology – same fears!
At the first of the Vigils, at St Martin’s, I found myself asking – What’s God’s
intention in all this? What’s his plan? There wasn’t an obvious answer. But I was
reassured that the God whom I know, who is sovereign over his creation, will act, and
will act in accordance with his plan for his creation.
I also read Jesus’ words in Matthew chapter 24. He talks about the signs that will
indicate that the “End is Nigh”. This doesn’t mean that I shall be going around with a
sandwich board, haranguing people, but it does make awesome reading at the moment.
The following Sunday I preached about the “End Times”, as many Christians call this.
Some people had difficulty with what I said, others were more accepting. Interestingly,
I think it was the older people who were more accepting, younger people’s plans and
hopes extend a long way ahead of them.
Eventually I came to think about “end times” in God’s terms, and an experience
of a few years ago helped put things into his perspective. A group of church leaders
from the town had been meeting for prayer and lunch as we did regularly. When we
were leaving someone said, “Well, I’ll see you all next month”. To which another
replied, “Yes, unless Christ has returned by then”. My inner reaction was, “Oh no! I’ve
still got so much to get done and finished. It would be
Congratulations to Paul terrible if He came now!” then I stopped and thought,
and Fiona on the birth of that’s not the right reaction, that’s what I’m looking
their son, Adam. He forward to as a Christian. And it’s true. We don’t need
weighed in at 8lb 2oz. I to be frightened by what’s going on in the world and
gather Fiona is hoping to certainly not by what God’s planning. But there is a
leave hospital soon with need to believe and trust him. Then we don’t have to
worry about our families, our friends, the things we
her brand new, little boy.
The pleasure on the haven’t done, or whatever, we can be content and trust
faces of the new God.
grandparents, Hazel and
Well to be totally honest, I do still
Peter Holland, was
enough
to
m a k e worry but I don’t get really scared or
everyone
smile
in frightened any more.
Sam
Tuddenham Chapel.

Page 22

February ‘03

If you can spot the man in this picture
please warn his wife what he is up to!
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The Tuddenham Amateur Dramatics
People Of Little Experience (T.A.D.P.O.L.
E.s) are almost ready to stun and amaze
you (again) with their singing, costumes,
dancing, humour, nerve, razzle dazzle,…
but not acting. No change there then!
It would seem we are in for the
glamour of a ball room scene, the
romance of a love duet, the wit of a fool
and the sophistication of no less than two
dames. Again, no change there then!!

If you want to join them
contact the Box Office on
785003 or speak to Pat
Tanner at “Rivendell”. You
better hurry as the tickets
are selling like hot cakes. Oh
no they’re not! Oh yes they
are!!
I joined the cast for a
rehearsal on Sunday and
there was still lots to do.
Can’t wait to see how it all
comes together. Good luck
to all of you, back and front
stage.
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Next Tattler is out
in March.

Please put any c
opy,
adverts etc. thro
ugh my
door - 5, The Gra
naries or
ring 785588 to
get into
print.
OR EMAIL at
“editor@
tuddenhamtattler.c
om”!

