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What a few weeks in the
Tuddenham calendar! After weeks
of rehearsing the T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s
did us proud. The two ladies in our
cover photograph have the smiles
to prove it! Isn’t it amazing how
some people even look good in
green? If you want to see more
pictures from The Tattler portfolio
look inside, or even better, refer to
our web site on
“tuddenhamtattler.com/panto”
and relive some memories. And
Beauty & the Beast: Denny and Elaine.
there were plenty—the evening the
revolving cupboard almost
collapsed only to be reconstructed by two wolf hands coming over the top of the
door frame, the gradual additions to Granny Smith’s part by the “shy, retiring” Jim
Punton, and the look of surprise on Maddie’s face when she was presented with
a bouquet of flowers on the last night, to celebrate the wonderful contribution she
had made to the group.
New talent came in the form of Inventor
Dick, also known as Peter, who seems to
Inside This Issue
have slotted into T.A.D.P.O.L.E. ways
alarmingly quick, Dick. Lightning Luke also
Parish Council
Page 3
played his part well and has already
expressed his interest in next year.
So well done T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s, but
Jubilee Questions
Page 4
especially to Monica and Alan whose
patience and strength, when all around
Village Hall
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seems to be hopeless, never fails to inspire
us lesser mortals.
Tuddenham Memories Page 1417
“It just goes to show what can be done
When you reach for the brightest star!”

Chapel
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Tuddenham W.I.
Thanks to all who
helped at the quiz
or took part. We made
the stunning total of

£716.
We gave £200
to the Playground.
See you next year????
MIKE GETS THE TROTS!
Mike Trotman from The Granaries is running his
3rd consecutive London Marathon on 14th April.
He will be running as part of the “Children with
Leukaemia” team, and is hoping to raise over
£2500. If you would like to support his effort
please give him a call on 785196 (H) or 607379
(W), or pop some money through the
door with a note! Watch out though,
you risk putting it through my door as
we are neighbours!!
FOR SALE:
Nearly new baby things: toiletry tray,
bottle steriliser, reclining chair, bath,
breast pump, cot bumper, pram and
nursery toys. £15 the lot!
Tel. 01473 785067.
Barbara Butler, High View Tuddenham Lane, Witnesham,
Ipswich.

The April WI meeting
is on “Anecdotes from the
classroom” with a competition of finding the best
school day's photo of
yourself. This will be on
9th April.
All are welcome to
join or just to try the
group out. Meetings start
at 7.30 and are at the Village Hall. Phone the secretary, on 785984 for details.

Dear Editor,

Can you please put a
note into the next edition
of the Tattler to remind
people to let me have any
European or foreign
coins, stamps or used
toner cartridges. These
will raise money for the
Ipswich Hospice.
They
can
leave them at The
Old Post Office.
Thanks, Elaine.

THE FOUNTAIN INN
Tuddenham St. Martin

01473 785377
MAY I ASK IF YOU WOULD KINDLY MENTION IN THE TATTLER NEXT TIME
THAT WE ARE PLANNING TO DO SOMETHING FOR THE JUBILEE IN JUNE
AND I WOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR ANY HELP OR IDEA'S FROM ANYONE IN THE VILLAGE.
SO FAR WE HAVE A FUN DAY FOR THE KIDS AND A SING A LONG IN THE LOUNGE WITH MICK ON
THE PIANO. I HAVE ALSO THOUGHT OF PLANTING A TREE BUT COULD DO WITH SOME IDEAS AS
TO WHERE WOULD BE A GOOD PLACE TO DISPLAY IT.THANKS FOR YOUR HELP, REGARDS, BEV.
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Parish Council
Meeting
The March meeting again covered the subjects of speeding through
the village and parking on the bus
stop. The Clerk is to write to the police
about the speeding but only YOU can
do anything about the parking problems. The bus stop is vital to the
needs of village residents and also allows safe passing of cars on the hill.
Please respect the road markings!
The Clerk is also to contact the
Post Office about getting a larger post
box for Fynn Lane as the present one
is often too full to use. The bench is
now ready to replace next to the post
box and the insurance payments have
come through to cover the bench and
bus shelter damage done earlier in
the year.
Golden Jubilee Celebrations
were discussed and The Tattler has
set up a questionnaire so you can tell
us what you think. See page 4. Ideas
included a limerick competition and a
card to the Queen. A village photo,
street party, commemorative book,
fete and children’s games were also
mentioned. If you have any suggestions please contact the Parish Clerk,
Arthur Jackson, at Ivy House.
The Parish Council are arranging
to put up a dog bin at the start of Reedings Lane and are looking at proposals to improve race relations in the
parish. The Chairman, Bill Pipe reported that the playground improvements are going well. The next task is
to put up fencing.
The next meeting is 7th May.
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IT Girl’s Utterances…
itgirl@tuddenhamtattler.com
kttsm@hotmail.com
Boo! Yes it is me again! I have had
quite a few emails this month, keep ‘em
coming!
1.
w w w . tu d d e n h a m ta t t le r . c o m /
panto – the pictures for the recent
pantomine! A brilliant show, and
pictures to match.
2. w w w . f u n n y m a i l . c o m - a n
interesting collection of jokes and
other amusing things. Worth a
look!
3. http://www.ou.edu/oupd/selfarr2.
htm - this is a self arrest form! It’s
amazing, and definitely worth
checking out! Best site I have
found so far!
More, soon, my internet friends, keep
emailing!
Luv, The It Gal.

Paris
Have you visited
the “Paris” exhibition at
the Royal Academy in
London? If you want to
walk from what appears
to be the start of modern
art (as I understand it) to
its logical conclusion
then this might be your “joie de vivre.” The
Academy is open from 10-6 daily and offers
free lunchtime lectures on Mondays.
Certainly, many well known artists are
represented, ranging from Dali to Modigliani, and Picasso to Toulouse-Lautrec. I
think my favourite was “Man in a café” by
Gris but “Les Grands Footballeurs” by de
Stael came alive after listening to a teacher
speak to her class, thus seeing it through informed eyes.

Page 4

March ‘02

Interesting thing I saw while in Los Angeles.
My mother lives in South Central, what we lovingly call "The Hood". Her neighbourhood has
been known for its increasing gang activity, I'm
sure you've heard the like on the news.
But anyway, I was walking down the street
one day, and I was passing a group of guys, who
were obviously gang members. Normally, I would
ignore them and keep walking but this group
struck me particularly because of what they were
brandishing, so to speak. Usually they wear coats,
or bandanas with colours that represent their gang
affiliation. These guys were wearing the same
things but with the American flag on them. American flags on their hats, American flag bandanas, I
was shocked and touched and it proves that Sept.
11 reached all of us, despite our divergent affiliations.
It touched us all, on a spiritual level. It reminded us to love, I hope we are growing from last
year.
What do you think?
Tritano
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The Tattler is
always
interested in
your stories of
the present or
the past as well
as drawings
and photos.
Please contact
the editor on
785588 .

The Fountain Inn
The
Fountain
are organising a
“Bangers
and Mash”
supper on
3rd June with a sing-a-long.
Sounds like a great evening
after the Jubilee break so give
them a ring on 785337.

JUBILEE QUESTIONNAIRE
The Parish Council have been approached by The Fountain regarding Jubilee celebrations. There is talk of a street party for all residents at 2.00 on
2nd June as well as a Jubilee Mug to be presented to all children under 16.
Please answer the questions below and pop the slip through the door of Clerk,
Arthur Jackson's, at Ivy House, The Street, to help with planning.
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

How many from your house would attend a street party?
…….
Would you prepare some food for the event?
…….
Any ideas for a time capsule?
…….
Are you prepared to help arrange any children’s games?
…….
Would you make a donation towards costs?
…….
How many children under the age of 16 are living in your house ?
…….
If you wish please give your telephone number here.
…... …….

www.tuddenhamtattler.com

March ‘02

My Lighting Experience!
When you watch a pantomime you may take the lighting for
granted, yes, well I did as well until I started helping Paul Lopez
out! Before you can even add lights to the performance you must
sit through it making notes as to when to change the lighting and
what to do. Then for the first time you can start adding the
lights to the performance. At first you’re nervous and miss some
bits out, but with practise you get better!
Once you know the basic order of events you can relax, well
until something goes wrong, which is inevitable! On the Thursday
evening performance we had got into the second half (after the
interval) of the play, and were coming up to the UV (ultraviolet
light) scene when I realised that the UV light wasn’t working!
Upon closer inspection we had lost nearly half our lights! Just as
we had ascertained this, in came some of the “actors” to complain that the children’s changing room lights had gone out.
Paul decided that a fuse had been blown, and swiftly ran an
extension lead from a working socket to the children’s changing
room. When he reappeared we had the slight problem of relocating the UV light’s power supply quickly. Paul managed to do this,
and as an extra precaution we turned off one of the central
lights (so as not to overload the only remaining fuse).
When we got to the UV scene we had one problem; on which
variable brightness switch was the UV light? This was a dilemma,
as the UV light only works well when there is no other source of
light! Finally, it was found and the play continued. Thank goodness, except for the postponed UV scene, the audience didn’t
seem to notice the missing lights!
By the end of the performances most if not all of the songs
had stuck in my mind. Over all I had a great time and hope to
come back and help next year!
Luke Gardiner, Lighting Assistant, Tadpoles-Red Riding Hood
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Hello again, it really does not seem long since the last SMN submission, and Easter is
just around the corner.
Services continue to be held at 0930 hours each Sunday. Palm Sunday is 24th
March, followed by a Service on Good Friday at 1030 hours 29th March and Easter Day
service at 0930 on 31st March. All are most welcome, as usual. The Electoral Roll is receiving its usual Six Year Overhaul, and anyone wishing to go on the Roll can obtain a
form from the writer or from the Church. There are several people on the current Roll
who have not yet presented renewal forms. Should anyone have any difficulty obtaining
a form from the Church, give the Writer a ring and one will be delivered unto thee!
The Annual General Meeting will be held in the Church at 1945 hours on 24th
April, to which all parishioners are welcome to attend. A Jubilee Fete will be held at
Poplar Farm on Saturday 29th June, details of which will be advised nearer the date.
Should anyone wish to donate a Raffle Prize (or Prizes) please advise the Writer. Items
for White Elephant to Dr Gill Cruikshank at The Old Vicarage.
Floodlighting Sponsorship continues to be well supported. The weekend slots for all
of March have been booked, and the weekend of 21st/22nd June, otherwise take your
pick. As previously advised sponsorship is now available for Special occasions falling on
a midweek date. Special Occasions can be defined as a Silver, Ruby, Gold or Diamond
Wedding Anniversary; one of the landmark birthday dates; a special birth; celebrating a
special event attended by guests from outside the Village – or things of such ilk. The cost
for the weekend or midweek sponsorship is £5, and bookings can be made with Jim Punton at ‘Finnlands’, Clopton Road – tel:785296 or with Dr John Arthur at ‘Worley Cottage’.
The Rev Sam Cowley’s next ‘Vicar Visibility’ day in the Village will be Thursday
28 March. If anyone would particularly wish Sam to call on them for a chat or for any
other matter, please advise the writer (785296) who will pass on any requests received.
Such requests need not of necessity be on a ‘Visibility’ day, but at any time you may
wish.
th

Having played to ‘Full Houses’ in the Village Hall, it is sure that ‘Wolfie et al’
would like to see a Full House in St Martin’s too!
Thank you all again for your continued support.
God Bless you and yours.
JimP. 03.03.2002.
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GEMINI TRAVEL

Tuddenham Village Hall

Fancy an outing with no
parking
worries?
Try
Gemini Travel for some
interesting suggestions on
g462721

At the meeting of the Committee, on
19th February, it was noted that both income and expenditure were down on last
year because of work done on the car
park then. Lettings were up but expenditure had exceeded income by £826—this
spent on new windows. The balance remains healthy at over £5000 but moneys
will be required for painting the toilets,
new flooring in the kitchen, and other interior work. The present stove needs replacing and various cutlery and china had
been lost.
A new vacuum cleaner should help
with cleaning the hall, especially after the
dog training sessions. The stage for the
pantomime has deteriorated whilst in storage and a new site that is less damp
needs to be found.

11-14th April
A
night in Chester and two
nights in Dublin for £220.
8th June Derby
at
Epsom, £38 inc. buffet and admission.
22nd June BBC Gardeners’ World
Live for £32.50 inc. ticket.

ADVANCE NOTICE
Tuddenham Village Church
Fete will be held on Saturday, 29th
June at 2.00 pm at Poplar Farm.
Any offers of help gratefully received! Stalls, cakes, books and
plants to sell, games - you know the
kind of thing!
Please
contact
Gill
Cruikshank
on
(01473)
785415.

Have you been…

to the Theatre Museum in
Covent Garden? This is a free museum appealing to adults and children. There free tours showing the
history of theatre with fantastic displays of puppetry and stage make
up. At present there is also a Paul
Robeson exhibition which will make
your toes curl! Pop in and be entertained.

The next meeting is on
21st May at 7.30.
Thanks to Bob Tanner for help
in writing this report.

THE VILLAGE HALL
need

A REPLACEMENT STOVE.
CAN YOU HELP?
Reason: present one
unsatisfactory.
DO YOU HAVE AN OLD ONE
WE COULD HAVE?
Tel: 785003
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The Tattler owes thanks to all the people who
took part in the quiz as well as those who helped
to make it possible including Terry and Beryl
Green, Elaine French, David and Jackie Lugo,
Sophie Sykes and Will Lopez.
A particular thank
you to Philip Welham
who stepped into the
breach at the last moment with a dazzling display of Select Security!
He asked me to remind
you that he has not worn
women’s
clothing
since… well... the last
t i me !!
Use
“w ww.
selectlocks.co.uk” to find
out more.

Congratulations to
Doris Green on her
recent birthday. Bob
Marjoram sends on
his best wishes.
Helena Procter is
celebrating
her
birthday on 10th
April with Luke Gardiner on the 12th. If
I should have mentioned YOU please
give me a ring!

VILLAGE HALL

Our best wishes to Janet
Welham who is out walking the
streets again after her recent
knee operation.
Joyce Offord is also under
the weather at the moment and
we send our very best wishes.
Can’t wait to see you back in
Tuddenham!
Dympna Jackson continues
to suffer and we can only offer
our hope that the new treatment
will relieve her pain. Get well
soon! And Arthur, make her a
cup of tea.
Our best wishes to
Neville Whitman who
used to live in Bridge
End Cottages, and has
been poorly recently.

Village Hall bookings are
through Fiona
Woods
who
can be contacted
on
785856.

DENISE THICK
MSSCh. MBChA
Qualified in
Surgical Chiropody,
ITEC Reflexology & Indian Head
Massage.

Home visiting practice and now practising
on Mondays at the Woodbridge Natural
Healing Centre in The Thoroughfare.
For all your foot problems, stress, strains
and aches & pains.

PLEASE DON’T SUFFER
PHONE DENISE ON 785999.
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TADPOLES (Tuddenham Amateur Dramatic People of Little Experience) proudly presented “RED RIDING
HOOD”. And yes, in my opinion, with
what they presented they should be
extremely proud.
Taking into account that the production of the
pantomime
was “Amateur”,
the cast and
those
behind
the scenes had
obviously put a
lot of effort, time, commitment and
dedication in. Which in my view and in
relative terms, was all carried through
on a par with those who would normally be considered as “the professionals” (no! not the army).
During the show, I made a comment to the person sitting next to me,
that I felt it deserved a showing at
somewhere like the Wolsey Theatre in
Ipswich. In fact, why stop there, let’s
see it on tour! And, as one of the lines
put over within the scenes, with regard
to the admission charges, I couldn’t
honestly object to paying more. I believe I got very good value for money,
but that’s not to say, that the prices reflected and facilitated those
who have/can only afford
less.
The performance that
I watched was the matinee
on the Saturday afternoon.
I particularly enjoyed this
pantomime because like so
many other shows today,
there was an element of up to date
thinking as well as contrasting insets
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from the past, for example,
pre-packed sandwiches,
hot-dogs, mobile phones
and the music to Oh Pretty
Woman, to name but a few.
I have to specifically
mention a few of those who
played key roles, for example, Granny Smith (played by Jim Punton and I bet he’s good for a laugh off stage
also), Red Riding Hood and Goldilocks
(played by Maddie and Jodie Hindle – quite a
feat given their ages), Grizelda (played by
Elaine Thomas) who came over as such a
natural witch, which begs the question, was
there much make-up? Doctor Comfort (played by Gary
Butler) who continually
showed numerous inquisitive and comical expressions, Fairy Fern (played by
Denny Thick) for forgetting
some of her lines, which
gave that added oh so lifelike edge to the performance. I could go on,
but I’m sure the editor would do some editing
if I did.
Yet, it is fair to say, and I have to say,
that all roles were played brilliantly, and as
I’m sure many others would like to, I would
like to thank everyone involved
for a really great afternoon’s
entertainment, so, thank you
TADPOLES, it was great!
Needless to say, the residents of Tuddenham and the
surrounding villages should be
very proud of the talents that
exist within the area, and I’m
already looking forward to watching next
year’s production.
Trevor Wright
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During rehearsals I was asked
by my Grand-daughter’s boyfriend,
Harry, if I would write something for
the Tattler as viewed by one of the
‘new kids’ on the block. Funny fella,
Harry, but he
claimed the request had come
from the Editor.
First, I feel that I
must admit to
being a complete impostor
as a TadpoLE,
but
actually
should be represented as a
TadpoNEW! Far from having only
Little Experience, I possessed No
Experience Whatsoever prior to the
Panto. ‘N there’s more!! Although
having attended the formative meetings of Tadpoles last century I have
never attended a single performance
(the shame!!). Lady Boss and later
Gypsy Rose exerted pressure during
most of last year to attend auditions,
and I really felt there was no suitable
excuse for avoiding the inevitable
and succumbed to the pressure. No
regrets have been felt by the author,
but maybe Lady Boss and Prompt
Lady oft times wondered how they
were going to prise the script out of
Granny Smith’s hand – Constable
Clot was safe with his Note Book
and one line cribs!!.
The whole experience was most
enjoyable from rehearsals through to
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the final night, and one had to be impressed with the real esprit de corps
of all concerned/involved across such
a wide age range, and the ability to
laugh with and at each other. There
was so much to be impressed by,
such as the (apparent) ability of all
the other cast members to learn and
remember their lines, such as the
marvellous quality of painting of the
various sets and the depth achieved
in the forest back drop, such as the
magnificent face painting by Barbara
B – had Granny used her Cockney
accent she could have remained
anonymous and fancy meeting that
green faced Witch in Witnesham
Lane (one screech and off!), such as
the magnificent work done by the
stage management team, both in the
production of props and the rapidly
efficient scene changes. My on stage
comment of the ‘carnivore’ really describes the panto – ‘the music, the
lights, the glamour’ – they were all
there, and it is hoped that the audiences enjoyed the show as much as
the cast. It certainly educates one in
the frustrations
of ladies apparel – and
ho w
much
easier it is to
walk in a kilt,
woolly stockings
and
‘sensible’
shoes!!
Transvestism
is out!!
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Having seen the video prior to compiling this,
the first viewing of the whole thing, I was even
further impressed. Being involved, especially
with so many costume changes, it is impossible to see the complete performance – it
sounded like a real Highland ‘Wolfie’ imitating
Granny in the wilds of Suffolk! Seeing the video
also brought home why Lady Boss kept insisting on G Smith putting more effort into exaggeration of some actions. They all seemed very
much so on the stage, but hardly so, in fact, on
video-truly a way of showing the wisdom of
The Bard (the real one, R Burns, Esq..) who
said ‘Oh wad the Power the giftie gie us, tae
see oorsels as ithers see us!!’. Maybe it was
better seeing the video retrospectively! Promise I’ll try harder next year, now that I am a
TadpoLE.
If you missed it this year, don’t next year!! See
you all then —
Luv, kisses and God Bless you all, Granny
Smith aka The Big Apple!!
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Village History
I met up with Ralph Taylor in London recently and
found him well. He is hoping
to move into his own cottage
sometime in April. We spent
the day at art galleries and
chatting about shared
memories.
Ralph gave me some of
the Tuddenham documents
that he has collected during
his tenure as Village Re-

Did you
know?
Apparently
the history of
Pantomime
in
Britain
comes
from Burlesque
theatre when girls dressed as men to give an excuse for short breeches revealing their legs and
men dressed as women to… well ask Jim Punton
about that! The comedy comes from French influence as does the miming aspect.
The music and dance were needed so that the
productions could be staged in “non-patent” theatres unlike the Drury Lane and Covent Garden
theatres where music was not permitted.
I always thought the T.A.D.P.O.L.E.s were a
rowdy lot!

corder. I have put them with
others that I have collected
through The Tattler. At the
Parish Council meeting I offered to take the post of recorder and I hope you will
help me out with your
memories, photos and any
information which you feel
should be saved for future
residents. Please contact me
on 785588, if only to show
me what you have got!
Erica Lopez.
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WELCOME

House Moving Sale

Tuddenham welcomes the new
residents to Pear Tree Cottage, Joanne
and Sean, along
with their dog,
Hollie.
Joanne is soon cutting
back on her main hobby,
work, to have a baby and
gardening sounds like an
interest that might keep
her busy after that! Sean is
a business consultant with interests in
IT. They will be moving from Bishop’s
Stortford though Joanne originally
hails from Kesgrave.

A Spring Cleaning Sale
is to be held in the Village
Hall in the near future. So if
you want a clear out then
this is your chance to make
some money at the same
time!
Please
ring Elizabeth
Gunn
on
785339 for
details or to
hire a table.

What’s On at The Regent

Does anyone recall a Mr.
Neeve who might have lived at
Church Farm at the turn of the
century?
Please ring me on 785588 if you
can help with any information.

19th Mar
23-24th Mar
29th Mar
12th April
16-20th April

Lenny Henry live!
Ellen Kent Opera present
Nabucco and Tosca.
Dancing in the streets—
Motown’s greatest hits.
Kenny Ball, George Melly and
Acker Bilk for a Jazz orgy!
Evita

433100

Thousands of mobile phones
are being snatched by street
robbers every month and young
people are especially vulnerable.
∗
Write down the phone
number, the fascia details, the
serial/IMEI number and the
pin number so you can give
the details to the police.
∗
Security mark the phone and
battery with your post code.
∗
Be aware of your
surroundings when using the
phone.
∗
Always use your phone’s
security lock code or PIN
number.

Just a thought.

Post It Note
At the Parish Council
meeting the subject of misdirected letters came up. Do you
have problems with this? The
Council agreed we are very
lucky in our regular post man,
Douglas Rush, whose attention to detail and fine knowledge of the residents of Tuddenham lead to few mistakes.
If only he could be here all the
time!
Next time we see Douglas
perhaps we should thank him
for the way he looks after us!
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—by “The Cast”
Wandering through Woodbridge
recently we saw signs advertising a production of the Canterbury Tales at the Methodist
Church by a group call “The
Cast”. “That looks interesting”
we thought and before you
knew it, had booked tickets for
Saturday afternoon. As it
turned out this was good timing
as it was a good refuge from
the winds that blew that afternoon! There was minimal staging, just
a few boards at the back with abstract
pictures of cathedral-like buildings.
Simple lighting, a small raised stage
area and a table. The show started on
the dot of 2.30 pm ( we got there early
because our beloved leader had
thought the performance started at
2.15 pm …….). Within minutes we
were plunged into such bawdy stories
and going’s on, at times I looked
across to young William wondering
what the rating was for this show!
The acting was very good, not
only were we wrapped up in the stories
but also eager to find out what happened next. There was The Reeve’s
tale where a Miller tried to cheat his
customers by keeping some of the
corn. These customers got their own
back by ***** with his wife and daughter that night!! Then there was the
Miller’s tale where the Carpenter’s wife
started having a fling on the side with
their lodger! After a complicated story
the Carpenter built wooden floating

Page 13

tubs ready for the coming floods (he
wasn’t that bright) which fell on the
wife and lodger’s heads, killing them.
Then there was the story about a
man condemned to death
for raping a girl (acted out
on stage …) but offered a
pardon if he could answer
the question “What thing is
it that women most desire?”. He was given 1 year
and a day to answer this
question, his final answer
being “Women desire to
have sovereignty, as well
upon their husband as their love and
to have mastery over their man. This
thing you most desire”. Who could
argue with that!
An excellent afternoon’s entertainment, look out for them in Woodbridge.
Paul Lopez

What’s On at the
Corn Exchange
22nd Mar
Jo Brand
3-6th April
Gang Show
presents “Celebration”.
433100

...And at Spa Pavilion
20th Mar
Hello Dolly!
5th April
Fascinating Rhythms
6th April
Bee Gees Magic
20th April
Queen Magic
(01394) 282126
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Friesians From
Frost
This
photo,
taken in about 1948,
shows the cows
c o m i n g
t o
Tuddenham
Hall
Farm with three of
the regular milkmen.
Thank you to Muriel
and Ted Frost for
letting me copy it.
My first question
was “What is the
man at the front
holding?”
Muriel
looked at me like
mad and Ted went
out to fetch a milk
can from the garden.
Apparently I showed
my “townie roots”
even asking such a
question. (Even my
mother, from South
Wales, knew what a
milk can was.) For
those few of you
who do not, there is
a photo below. It
was used to take
milk for the family
every
day
and
carries about a pint.

My next question, as to who the men were, led me
to John Damant’s door at Porch Cottages. In the photo,
John is the 16 year old lad sitting on his bike, in front of
Fred King. John’s father,
Bill (Frederick William)
Damant, had moved from
Crowfield to become a
horseman at Tuddenham
Hall when John was
about four. They lived in
1, Porch Cottage, for
about twenty years or
more and then moved to
L-R: Frederick Damant, ?,
number three. John attended Whistler Kerridge, ?, Jinky
the village school, as did his Thorpe. The horse men at
Sister Doris and brother Tuddenham Hall.
Walter. After school they
recall going across the fields to where their father was
working with the horses in the summer, and their mother
taking an old squash bottle full of warm tea, (wrapped in
old socks to insulate the bottle) so they could all have
tea with their dad. They would take an apple or a carrot
to feed the horses.
Once he started working, John would leave home at
about 5 am. Milking the cows, as well as feeding them
with oats, cabbage, kale and mangle or cattle beet,
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would take until 9 am when he
would come home for breakfast.
The cows’ “bags” would be
washed with warm water and then
milking of each would take about
ten minutes. Some were easier
than others and some needed
their legs securing to avoid them
kicking. They were milked into four
gallon buckets some of which
were covered over so that aiming
the milk flow into the opening was
an added excitement!
Fred King, the man at the
back holding a milk can, lived at
Waspe’s Farm in Fynn Lane (later
at Hillside Cottage, opposite
Tuddenham Hall, where Ted and
Muriel Frost now live.) He was
married to Doris with two children,
Eileen and Rita, who can be seen
in some of the school photos
Muriel Frost has shown me.
Whistler Kerridge (see photo
above) had lived in Waspe’s Farm
before Fred. Doris Damant, who
married to become Doris Block,
moved into the other half of
Waspe’s Farm when she was 18.
She tells of there being no
electricity and having to cook over
a “Ripling Cooker” powered by
paraffin. Electricity came in 1951.
They used a Tilly Lamp with
meths and a mantle which needed
pumping or candles for light and
water was from the dyke, pumped
from the river. They were limited
to four gallons a day. In the Winter
the track to their door became
impassable and coal and other
provisions had to be left at the
gate. Sometimes the cows in the
meadow licked away half the soap
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that had been left before she could get
down to collect it!
Alf Frost, in the front of the picture of
the cows, is also holding his milk can. He
lived at Park Corner Cottages and was
brother to Nelson Frost, and uncle to Ted
Frost. He was the head cowman at the time
and had responsibility for all the cows that
had recently calved. These would be kept in
“boxes” with their calf initially, and milked
from there. The rest of the cows were kept
outdoors all year, but moved from field to
field. Calves were taken to the market at
Portman Road to be sold along with many
other animals such as rabbits, chickens,
and cockerels.
Work started again soon after with milk

Back: Jack Smy, Reg Welham, Alby Durral,
Norman Goodwin, Jimmy Garrod.
Middle: George Whitman, Kathleen Girling, Ida
Smy, Janet Smy, Edna Welham.
3rd Row: Joyce Podd, Doris Damant, Pauline
Girling, Doreen Sherman, Mrs Dearle (teacher)
Front: Ted Girling, Harold Girling, Tom
Andrews, John Damant and Derek Welham
Taken around 1938.

to carry in two 4 gallon, galvanized
buckets — one each hand — to pour
through a sieve into a cooler where cold
water cooled the milk, and thence into a
milk churn. If you didn’t watch out the milk
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would overflow onto the floor. I tried to
imagine carrying such a weight! There was
cleaning to be done and putting out food in
the meadow for the cows such as hay and
sugar beet tops as well as straw bedding.
There were also two bulls in the yard to be
fed and cared for.
Lunch was at home at 12 o’clock and
then the afternoon started at 3 pm. There
were the same cows to milk again. John told
me how each herdsman knew his own cows
by name. They would be sprayed with a fly
spray before starting. Their yields varied
from around a gallon to four gallons
depending on whether they had just calved.
The milk was taken to Spring Road Dairy in
a van driven by George Felgate, or George
Whitman, (see photo) Neville’s brother,
whose job was tractor driving. Neville, or
Sunny, you may recall, used to live at Bridge
End Cottages, with his sister, Doris.
The afternoon ended about six
o’clock when John could return home for a
well deserved rest. In the post war years this
seven day week earned John the right to
take a can of milk home and the princely
sum of ten shillings a week or should I say
fifty pence!
John stopped cow work when milking
was automated. He then worked on the land
and described doing the thrashing from 7.30
in the morning till four in the afternoon. A
back breaking job from his description, using
a pitch fork to lift the sheaves up into the
thrashing drum.
John also told of the two village shops.
Hammond’s was where Tony French now
lives in The Old Stores and sold beer from a
barrel. 4½₫ bought a loaf of bread and 5
shillings bought a hundredweight of coal.
The Miss Webbs’ shop, where young Helena
Procter now lives in “The Old Post Office”,
was also a general store with huge jars of
humbugs and other sweets in the window.

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
The Webb Sisters lived in the
house next to Fred King,
opposite Tuddenham Hall. The
Post Office was attached to The
Fountain Pub. Neville Whitman
has told me how one had to
enter through a gate into the
garden of Bridge End Cottage
and through the first door of the
lean-to extension to the pub.
Ringing a bell on the counter
would bring Barbara from the
pub to help you. The front wall
of the Fountain still bears the
scars left where the window
and post box were set into the
structure.
Can anyone show me
a photo of either of the shops?
My thanks to Ted and
Muriel Frost for lending the
photos and to John, and Walter
Damant and their sister, Doris
Block, for their help with the
accompanying text. These
Tuddenham memories are

Wally, Doris and John Damant

priceless. Have you got any you
would like to pass on to our
readers as well as to save for
future generations to read?
Please ring me on 785588...
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Taking a school assembly at
Little Bealings very recently I
asked the youngsters what they
knew about Easter. As you can
imagine, with the age range
from five to eleven, it was quite
amusing - a real mixture of
'sacred and secular'. Of course
many traditions have grown up
around Christian festivals over
the centuries and that's not
wrong, provided that they do not
obscure the true meaning of the
event.
How could I possibly tell those
youngsters at school or
even write an article in the
Tattler setting out the true
meaning of Easter . It is a
huge
subject
and
thousands of books have
been written on it, along with
endless discussions in trying to
unravel this great mystery.
May I say even now that it is not
a mystery for unravelling, but
rather
something
you
experience in your own life.
I saw this quote: 'Easter is a fact
of history that demands a
response of faith'. It needs to be
understood that Good Friday
and Easter Sunday are
inseparably linked. How could
that Friday possibly be called
'Good'? Was it not one of the
blackest days in history? Jesus
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who went about doing good, healing the sick,
bringing hope to ruined lives, was nailed to a
cross by self-righteous, religious leaders.
That sounds like God's day of defeat!
I heard a Minister tell this true story from his
own experience. When on holiday in the Lake
District he received news that a member of
his congregation in Devon had died and he
decided to travel the long journey home,
conduct the funeral service and return in the
same day.
On the return journey tiredness overwhelmed
him so, for safety's sake, he pulled over on to
the hard shoulder and fell asleep. He was
awoken by a tap on the window by a
policeman seeking an explanation.
This the Minister gave and the
policeman's reply was 'You are
breaking the law. I must report you.'
A number of days later a fine arrived in the
post. Following this, several letters were
exchanged as he protested but seemingly to
no avail, until finally one arrived saying 'Your
fine has been paid'. (Note: his fine had been
paid, not cancelled).
As we watch TV and see so many things that
appall us, there is such a thing as 'justifiable
anger'. We are right to feel that crimes should
be punished, that people should not 'get away
with it'. In simple terms the bible says that
each of us think, say and do things that offend
God, and He in turn has provided an amazing
answer. His own Son was punished instead
of us. God demonstrated His love for us
which is too profound for a genius to fully
(Continued on page 18)
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Tuddenham St Martin W.I.
Invite you to a

SOUP and SWEET

www.tuddenhamtattler.com
My apologies to Andrew West who wrote a
great article for a recent
Tattler only to have me miss it
in my rush to print!

on

Sat. 13th April
12 for 12.30
in

Village Hall
Followed by

“Life behind the scenes”
A talk on the theatre by Douglas Ditta.
Tickets £4.50 (£2 children)
Phone Rosemary Digby
by 6th April please
On
785250
In aid of WI funds and Hospice.
(Continued from page 17)

grasp, yet so simple that a child can
accept it. This love is experienced by
all who repent of their sins and receive
Christ by faith.
The only way to
approach God is on His terms. Our
fine has been paid!
Good Friday was, in fact, the
victory and the resurrection the
proclamation of that victory. What
an amazing statement when
Jesus said, 'Behold I am alive for
evermore' - and extends that to us
when He said, 'I am the
Resurrection and the Life, he who
believes in Me will live even though he
dies.'
The noted conductor Reichel was
taking his choir and orchestra through
their final rehearsal of Handel's
Messiah. When the soprano soloist
came in with the refrain, 'I know that
my Redeemer liveth' she sang it with
flawless technique.
To everyone's

Next Tattler is out
in

Apr.
Please put any co
py, adverts etc.
through my door
- 5, The Granaries
or ring 785588 to
get into print.
OR EMAIL at
“editor@
tuddenhamtattler.co
m”!
amazement he walked over to the
soloist and said, almost sorrowfully,
'my daughter, you do not really know
that your Redeemer lives, do you?'
Embarrassed she answered, 'Why yes,
I think I do'. 'Then sing it' he cried.
'Tell it to me so that I will know you
have experienced the joy and power of
it'. They began again and she sang
with a fervour that testified of her
personal knowledge of the Risen Lord.
Many who listened wept and the
old master, eyes wet with tears,
said to her, 'You do know, for this
time you have told me'.
It's not a mystery for unravelling,
but rather something you
experience in your own life.
Knowing the power of the
resurrected Christ in a personal way is
far better than simply repeating a
creed that states the fact that the Lord
Jesus Christ arose. An old hymn says
this: 'Lo a new creation dawning, Lo I
rise to life divine. In my soul an Easter
morning. I am Christ's and He is
mine.'
Tony French

